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WS Great Men, but nothing more diffi- 

cult, than to praiſe Thom well; no- 
cin harder, than to keep from all 
Appearance of Flattery; or even, to 
repreſent Truth itſelf with ſuch delicate pe- 
culiar Turns of Thoughts and Expreſſions, as their 
ſuperior Parts will not diſlike, or their Modeſty 
; be offended at, . vg 

I ſhall not therefore preſume to launch out into 
any Panegyrick of Your Lox Ds HIr; a much 
better Pen 9 mine 4 in the Under 
taking; And if ever any b attempts it, it 
muſt ps 4 mort creditable Place, Joy that of 
a Dedication. What I chiefly. propoſe, is to 
expreſs thoſe Sentiments, which I have long en- 
tertained, by profeſſing my ſelf a fincere Admirer 
of the many Ornamental and uſeful Qualifications, 
which People of all Ranks and Parties unani- 


mouſly acknowledge 1 LoRDSHAP. 
| 2 


A 3 


OTHING is caſier than to praiſe 


It 


e * ORR Cl ca [ſc ll 


<1 


me DEDICATION. 
It is well known, My Lomxn, that Your 
great Abilities have becn courted to Power, when | 
the moſt important Place of Judicature wanted 
Your Talents more, than You wanted the addi- 
tional Luſtre that ſurrounds it; And that, Tou 
had no ſooner been invited to it, bur Envy itſelf 
applauded His MAJESTY'S Choice. 

And in truth, My Lo p, it is the Voice of 
the Nation, that England could hardly have af- 
forded Your * * as to a compleat Knowled 
of the grand and ſupreme Laws af Equity; 
to a wonderful Clearneſs of Ideas, and Exactneſs of 
Judgment ; As an unparallell'd Sagacity in 
unraveling the Moſt perplexed Cafes, in bringi 
to a ſpeedy and a happy Iſſue the moſt tedious 
Contentions, and in diſcharging all the toilſome 
Functions of Your Employment with an indefati- 
1 Diligence, attended with a conſtant Chear- 

$ 


Were I to affirm, that a perſuaſive Eloquence 
animares Y our Diſcourſes ; that a conſummate Pru- 
dence directs all Your Steps; that a Noble Gene- 
roſity of Soul, a ſtrict — to Juſtice actuate 
Your Life and Actions, and that an eaſy Gran- 


deur graces them all, I believe, I ſhou'd meet 


with no Oppoſition. r c 
Mere I to add, that one ſees in Your Lon - 
SH1P an affable Gravity; an Inclination to ſerve, 
more extenſive ſtill, than the Power You have of 
doing it; An univerſal Complacency of Manners 
in the different Scenes of Life; As much Good- 
nature, as Elevation of Mind; So that Vour pri- 
vate Character ingages Affection as powerfully, as 
Your publick Station commands Reſpect; Every 
Man, that knows any thing of the World, and 
much more, Thoſe, who have the Happineſs of 
YourLorxDpsn1y's Familiarity, would all concur 
to averr, that theſe Aſſertions are nothing more, 
than plain Matters of Fact; And if Your Lox - 
„ | 8$HIP'S 


De DE DICATION | 
ens Modeſty ſhould try. to invalidate in the 
leaſt this Univerſal Teſtimony, - tis likely, that 
this might be the only Point, in which You would 
not have.the Majority on Your Side, 

But, My Los, beſides the Acknowledgment 
of Your uncommon Merit, I had another View in 
prefixing your Great Name to this ſmall Perfor- 
mance: As I charge the Roman Catholicks with 


_ having corrupted the Publick Records of the Chri- 


ſtian Commonwealth, which is a Crime withinthe 
Cognizance of a Civil agile This appeared 
to me no improper Method to ſummon Them ina 
manner before your Tribunal; In whichif 1 ſhould 
ſhew my ſelf forward, l appreheſed, that, the moſt 
ſtrongly byaſſed Man, would have a berter Opi- 
nion of the Grounds of the Accuſation, as it was 
laid before ſoskiltul a Judge; And I did not que- 
ſtion, but a Decree in'my Favour, from a Magi- 
ſtrate of Your LoRDSHIY's known Integrity, 


would go a great way, to ſhame thoſe, of whom 


complain, into a Senſe of the Unjuſtifiableneſs of 


their Proceedings, and to bring them back to a 


better way of hinking and of Acting. * A 
As the promoting of this good End was the only 


thing L aimed at in compoſing this Diſſertation, ſo, 


My Lon p, the chief Deſign of the preſent Ad- 
dreſs is to ſhew the ſincere and profound Reſpect, 
with which Iam, - Too . 
Dur Loxpeury's „ 

x moſt obedient. | ; Ta. 


ond moſt bumble Servant, * 


3 James Serces. 
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"Fx | Preliminary Conſiderations. | 5 | 


SY would have a form of  Godiineſr, bus deny the 

& power thereof : Theſe Words may with a 
2 of Reaſon be applied to the Church 
of Nome. 


form of Godlineſ;, and even an 3 


their Devon 
their Devotions conſiſt moſtly in external Practices; their 


publick Worſhip is made up of a Heap of Ceremonies, 
which, being pompous and noiſy, are indeed very apt to 
ſtrike the Fancy, and pleaſe the Eyes and Ears; but fitter to 
divert the Mind from ſerious and ſpiritual Thoughts, than 
to raiſe it above ſenſible Objects. Being — by their 
Nature and Number to the Simplicity enius of the 
ſublime Myſteries of the Goſpel, they are rather a Clog and 
an Encumbrance to them, than an Ornament; and like a 


- 
= J — 


BEDS T. Pax] forewarn'd the Chriſtians of his Days, 2 Timoth} 
DP that perilous times ſoould come, when Men iii 


, 
* 
0 * 
- 


ſtrong Varniſh, that darkens and corrodes by degrees the 


Colours, it was defigned to preſerye and to brighten, fo 
theſe Forms eat up the very Heart and Subſtance of that 
Holy Religion, which they were to maintain and to ſet off. 

But the worſt in that Communion is, that they ſeem as 


ſollicitous to overthrow the- Grounds of Religion, as they - 
areambitious to make a great She of it; they profeſs indeed 
the fundamental Truths * the Goſpel, but in reality they 


deſtroy 


= Preliminary Confiderations. 
deſtroy them; they ſet them up with one Hand, and pull 
them down with the other ; the Principles of Popery be- 
ing utterly inconſiſtent with thoſe, ou which Chriſtianity 
ſtands ; nay, they being an Ax ſet to the Root of all ta- 
tional Knowledge, of all Religion whatſocver, as may be 
eafily made evident. N ; 


The Principles of Papery dre deſtruttive of all 
Religion, 5 Tad ala. | 


All the Knowledge we are capable of as Men, muſt of 
neceflity come to us, either thro' the Channel ofthe. Sexſes, 
or by the means of our Reaſox, or by the help of an extraor- 
dinary Revelation from God: If theſe Pallge are once 
ſtopt, or ſuppoſed to be improper ta convey Iuſtruction in- 
to our Minds, then we muſt give up all hopes of ever 
knowing any thing at all, and reſolve to live and die like 
Brutes, without any ſenſe of Duty and Religion. 

; CAB. Þ, mov tit abſurd Suppoſition, that the 

whole Fabrick of Popery is built; for, 

11. B. R. In the firſt place, a Man that is liſted a Member of the 
2b Prin Roman Church, muſt diveſt himſelf of his Senſes, and deny 
ciples de- them all manner of Credit; This is the immediate Conſe- 
Are the quence of his admitting Tranſubſtantiation, ſeeing he can- 

certainty of not receive it, without er that four of hi 
the Senſes. Senſes concur to miſinform him. I don't deſign to inſiſt 
here on all the monſtrous Abſurdities, this Opinion is full 
1 with; I would only ask ſuch a Man, Why, when 
his Prieſt tells bim, that in the Sacrament of our Lord's 
Supper there is no Subſtance of Bread and Wine, but the 
very Body and Blood of our Saviour, he truſts his Ears, 
rather than his Eyes, that averr quite the reverſe? How does 
be know, that his Teacher does not pronounce quite diffe- 
rent Words? Hath our Hearing alone the Privilege of be- 
ing out of the reach of Deluſion ? And if fo, how comes 
it to pals, that our other Senſes are deprived of that Ad- 
vantage? But, if he can aſſign no good reaſon for ſuch a 
_  Elterence,, as certainly he cannot, 1 infer, that he has 
much leſs ground to believe, that his Prieſt teacheth him 
ſuch a Doctrine, than to disbelieve his Senſes declaring a- 
gainſt it; becauſe he has but one Senſe, that aſſureth him 
of the firſt ; whereas he has four, that contradict his Au- 

| f ricular 
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| Preliminary Confiderationis; 


ricular Inſtruction; and if he cannot be ſure, that the 


Words he hears in this circumſtance from his Teacher's 
Mouth, are ſuch as they ſound in his Ears, how can he 
poſſibly be certain, that he does not miſtake him in any 
other; and conſequently, how can he depend upon any 
Religious Lectures that are read to him? And if he can't, 
all his Religion vaniſheth of courſe into a total Uncer- 
tainty, and dwindleth into nothing. 

But this is not all; ſtript of his Senſes, he muſt refign 


his Reaſon into the bargain; * The Wit and Judgment of _ 


Catholicks, ſays Mr. Crejjy, is to renounce their own Jadg- 
ment, and depeſe their own Wrt. His new Miſtreſs does not 
admit of a partial Sacrifice; She requires the whole Man: 
And truly, why ſhould he repine at the Command laid 
upon him, it being intirely for his Good? His Realon is a 
filly, aim: ſighred, + hood-winked Thing, filled with Preju- 
dices within, ſurrounded with Darkneſs and Precipices 
without; however ſharp and ſagacious it may be as to Se- 
cular Affairs, it is blind as to Spiritual ones; it will ne- 
ceſlarily lead him out of the Road of Salvation, if not 
handed and ſupported by an infallible Guide, which is Her- 
ſelf. Thus the Church of Rome addreſſeth every Long ORs 
_ as ys bring over to her CORY : 1% 
1. It is a e I hing indeed, that any ſhou ve 
the Face to pay fo il a — . — to a rational Being; 
and more ſtrange ſtill, that it ſhould be heard tamely and 


in cold Blood; the Attempt to perſuade a Man in his 
Wits, to make over by an irrecoverable Deed his Under- 


ſtanding and his Senſes to any body elſe, to have no more 
Reaſon of his own, to pull out bis own Eyes, in order to 


ee with thoſe of another, is to me moſt amazing; but 


Succeſs in ſuch an Undertaking is much more ſo. 


2dly. It ſeems no leſs abſurd, to preſume to reaſon a 
Man out of his Reaſon ; for if Reaſon be in it ſelf a dan- 


gerous Maſter, it is never to be hearken'd to, no more in 


A Romaniſt, whoſoever he be, than in a Proteſtant; or if 


it be ever to be obey d, it is always to be ſubmitted to. 
34ly. But let us overlook for a Moment all theſe Incon- 
liſteacies ; let us admit the Romiſt Hypothelis, and turn Rea- 
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7 Preliminary Conſiderationi. 
ſon. out of Doors; how can a Man embrace Chriſtianity, 

; or even Popery itſelf, upon any juſtifiable Terms ? 
According To profeſs Chriſtianity upon ſolid Grounds, he muſt be 
tothe Ro- convinced of its Truth and Divinity, examine its ſeveral 
mim Pris- Doctrines, and perceive its Suitableneſs to, and Connetion 
. © with ſome primary and unqueſtionable Principles, with 
„ dome Standard and Rule of a Divine Original; but, for 
Ch ** God's ſake, where are thoſe Principles, that Standard, that 
* Rule to be found, if not in Reaſon itſelf? Man is made 
up of two different Subſtances ; his Body cannot apprehend 
Spiritual Objects, this is the proper Work of the Soul: 
But how can his Soul come at them, if not by that con- 
genial Faculty, which we call Reaſon? So that, if ſhe is 
not allowed to make uſe of this, ſhe is forbidden to ſee, 
and know any thing within her Sphere; And if complying 
with ſach a Prohibition, ſhe nevertheleſs gives Credit to 
any Do@rine, tho” never ſo excellent; her adhering to, and 
4 ering init, is mere Credulity and Stubbornneſs, not 
aith, as being deſtitute of all Motives of oY zat that 
rate, a Man might as well be a Turi, or a Heathen, as 2 
Chr:ſtian; or, to ſpeak more rationally, he ſhould be, he 
ſhould believe nothing at all, becauſe nothing is to be ad- 

mitted without ſome of one ſort or another. 
Nor a 5 But further, in the Hypotheſis, that Reaſon is not to 
75 2 be conſulted and relied on in Matters of Religion, a Man 
Bos can have no juſt Inducement to turn Papiſt ; this is plain 
to a Demonſtration. The fundamental Doctrine of Popery 
zs the Infallibility of the Church; I will allow it to be as 
true, as I believe it to be falſe ; yet, as long as I am ſup- 
_ Poſed to be incapable to enquire into the Grounds, and 
to diſcover the Proofs, on which it ſtands, I cannot be in- 
fluenced to aſſent to them; While I don't perceive them, 
they are no Proofs to me. Beſides, either thoſe Proofs are 
agreable to Reaſon, or no : If the firſt, they deſerve to be 
iſcarded, as being conformable to a crooked Rule; if the 
ſecond, they can be of no Weight ; The ſtrongeſt Demonſtra- 
tion will never perſuade me to contradict my Reaſon ; 
could it be had, it would be liable to the fame Exceptions 
whichl am making againſt the Arguments for the Church's 
_ Infallibiliry. 3. T herefore if the Church of Nome will 
entertain any Hopes of ever prevailing with me, ſhe muſt . 
* of neceſſity permit me to conſult my Reaſon, at leaſt, 
while I am deliberating, whether I ſhall fide with her or 


00; 


| 
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Preliminary Confiderations; 

no ; for ſhe cannot pretend, that I ſhould pay her an nni- 
verſal Obedience, before I am convinced, that I ought to 
obey her at all: But ſhould ſhe carry her Complaiſance ſo 
far, I don't fee what ſhe could get by it; for, „ Reaſon 
being ſuppoſed a blind Faculty, haw could it direct me 
with Safety in the Choice of a Religion? And if not with- 
ſtanding this great Imperfection, it can lead me to the true 
one, why ſhould I not truſt it for the time to come? At- 
ter it has proved exceedingly uſeful in the moſt important 
and moſt critical Juncture, it ſeems, that, out of Prudence 
and Gratitude, I ought to take it for my conſtant Com- 
panion, . for -my Boſom-friend. But if I keep Acquaintance 
with it, and mind its Dictates, I fall out with the Church, 
who can bear no Rival in point of Authority; ſo that, for 
all my Endeavours, I cannot ſee any Reaſon, why I ſhould 
ever become or continue one of her Members, 


1 


That tender Mother is fo careful of her dear ſubmiſſive , C bare 


Children, that for fear they ſhould ever go aſtray, ſhe e- % Rome 


mancipates them at no time. Should they hve as old as Me- Jar 4 very 
thuſelab, ſhe wou'd not think them to be of age, nor dil- ar Opi- 
creet and ſtrong enough to take one Step by themſelves vi of 


without being held by the Strings of her Infallibility. Men. 


Such is the mean, the deſpicable Opinion ſhe entertains 
of Humanity, that in ſome Caſes, ſhe makes no Difference, 
between Men and Brutes, but uſes them all alike; if She 
intitles the firſt to her Prayers and good Wiſhes, ſo ſhe 
does the laſt. On St. Anztony's Day, by her Appointment, 
whole Herds of Oxen, Horſes and Hogs are folemaly 
ſprinkled with Holy Water, and bleſſed by a Prieſt : Can 
one forbear inferring, that, had it not been for the Light, 
which the Reformation has brought into the World, ſhe 
would openly have uſed Men like Brutes, ſeeing. in theſe 
our days ſhe ufes Brutes like Men? ' 


But in this reſpect, as well as in a great many others, Iſai. lv. 8, 


God's Thoughts and Ways are as diſtant from tbe Thoughts g. 


and Ways of the Church of Rome, as the Heavens are God thinks 


from the Earth. Tho' Men were ſunk into the deepeſt much ber- 


Abyſs of Ignorance, Error and Corruption, yet even in ter of theis 
thoſe deplorable Circumſtances, he entertained ſo good O- 2aturet 
pinion of their natural Faculties, (and 1 hope he will be Facuitics 


allowed to know his own Work, better than all the Popes 


and Councils put together) that he thought, they might, by 
proper Application, be reclaimed into the Paths of Know- 
5 6B 3 ledge, 


2 


Revela- 
tion. 


- 


Marth. 
xxui. 8, 9, 


bol into; Hence they have abuſed them with 


Preliminary Conſiderationt. 
ledge, Truth and Virtue. He dealt with them as with ra- 
tional Creatures, capable of receiving Inſtruction, and of 


being perſuaded by folid Arguments. It was upon theſe 
Grounds, that, that merciful Father ſent them his own Son, 


to acquaint them in the cleareſt and fulleſt Terms with 


what he would have them believe, do, hope and fear: 
This gracious Revelation, ſo fit for him to make, and tor 
Men to embrace, we have delivered in the Books of the 
New Teſtament, and recommended to our Care and con · 
ſtant Peruſal, as being our Heavenly Magna Charia, the 
Foundation-of all our Privileges. 


NeChurch Moſt true it is, that theſe merciful Methods had not the 
of Rome good Luck to be approved of by the Leaders of the Church 
defiroys all of Rome; one would think, that they know the Way to 


Heaven better than God himſelf : He deſigned to lead 
them thither by the Way of Knowledge, but they think 
2 the ſafeſt and the ſhorteſt; they preach it up as 

* Parent of Religion ; they are afraid Men would have 
leſs regard for them and their Deciſions, if they were #0 
call uo body Maſter but Chriſt, and bear him alone; Hence 
it is, they have left no Stone unturn'd to perſuade their 
Diſciples, or rather their Slaves, that the Holy Scriptures 
are 4 ſealed Book, which they are not worthy to 2 
ſcurrilous Language, and tried all Ways poſſible to make 
them quite uſeleſs : By which final Stroke, they made it 
plain to all the World, that, what Shew ſoever they make 
3 Caadlineſi, they in fact utterly deny the Power 

e. 

This will appear evident beyond Contradition, when I 
have proved the following Aſſertions. 


I. That they prohibit the Reading of the Holy Scrip- 

| —* ſevete Penalties, and lock them up from 
y. 

* they hold Principles intirely Deſtructive of their 

uthority. | 

IH. That they ſpeak of them with the utmoſt Contempt. 

IV. That they don't ſeruple to make Decrees diametri- 


— 
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Popery an Enemy #0 Scripture, 7 
cally to the acknowledged Deciſions of our 
. Sacred Volumes. 5: 2s 
V. That they ſhamefully corrupt and falfify them to 
ſerve their private Views; And this laſt Propoſition 1 
defign chiefly to inſiſt and inlarge upon, that the moſt 
igotted Romaniſt may ſee, how honeſt are the Heads 
his Church, and how far they deſerve to be truſted, 


I. The Church of Rome prohibits the Reading 
' of the Holy Scriptures under ſevere Penalties, 
and lecketh them up from the Laity. 


That the Prieſts alone ſhould be intitled to the Privilege 044»: of 
of reading the Holy Scriptures, and the Laity debarred from 757 Ope- 
it, is ſo ſtrange a Paradox, that even ſome of the moſt ***** 
learned * Romaniſts have attempted to perſuade the World 
that ſuch a Doctrine was never authentically aſſerted, 
generally received by their Communion; but for all they 
2 fay, the thing remains till as certain, as it is 

ng. | 

To make it evident, I might fetch Arguments even from, E 
the Times of Gregory VII. It is well known that in the 7 
Year f 1080. he peremptorily refuſed Hratiflas Duke of * e. 
Bobemia, the Permiffion of having the Divine Worſhip hols to 
performed in the Language fpoken by * Subjects; for Grego 
Which he gave this Reaſon, that God thought fit, bis VII. 
Word ſbould be concealed in fone Places, for fear it ſhould thority. 
fall into Contempt, and the People into Error; and order d 
him to oppoſe with all his ight the vain Raſhneſs of 
thoſe, who had put him upon ſuch a Demand. 

But waving to trace up the Matter ſo high, I will con- II. 
fine my ſelf to ſome of thoſe Authorities, that are to be From 
met with in Hiſtory, fince the famous Council of Trent. the Decree 

I begia with the Decrees of that Council itſelf, the great , C 
Standard of the preſent Roman Fach. 1 

Tho? the Canon concerning the Uſe of the Holy Scrip- 
tures contains no poſitive Prokibition to the Laity to read 
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them, yet, it is ſo framed, that it will appear to any conſi- 


dering Man, to comprehend a remote, but a very ſtrong 
Prohibition ; ſeeing to permit the Uſe of a Thing upon a 
Condition impoflible to be fulfilled, is in effect abſolutely 
to forbid it. | | 
The Council * enjoins expreſly to all thoſe, who ſhall 
peruſe the Holy Books, that they ſhould be v careful, 
wot to wreſt them to any Senſe contrary to the Senſe that 
was, and it actually recerved in the Church, or 'to interpret 
them otherwiſe, than agreeably to the unanimous Conſent ef 
the Fathers. and i 
I will noturge, at preſent, that the Rule of I 
here preſcrib'd, is a deceitful one, 1/3, Becauſe it ſuppoſeth 


àt leaſt that the Fathers never miſtook the true Meaning of 
the Scriptures; whereas it is 3 there is hardly 
one of them, but is fallen into ſome 


rror, as has been 
fully demonſtrated, chiefly by two learned Moderns, f Dal- 
lens and + Barbeyrac. dy. It ſuppoſeth that the Fathers 
are unanimous about Matters of Faith, whereas it is cer- 
tain that they diſagree amongſt themſelves, even about the 
moſt important Articles; as the ſame Dallæus + has made 
it out. | 

But what I inſiſt upon, is, that this Rule is abſurd, be- 


- © cauſe impradticable. fl. It is exceedingly difficult upon 


ſeveral Accounts, even for the moſt learned Men, to know 


with any Certaigty, which was the true Opinion of the Fa- 


thers concerning many Points of Doctrine; and much 
harder till, to aſſure. one {elf from their Writings, which 


was the Opinion of the univerſal Church in their reſpec- 


tive Times, as Dgllezs has * proved at large. 
24%, 1 dare ſay, there never was a Man, even amon 


thoſe, who fat in the Council of Trent, that, before he de- 


termin'd about the Meaning of a Text of the Scripture, 


turn'd over all the 1 of the Fathers, to know whe- 
t 


ther they all agreed in the Senſe, which he put upon it 


| himſelf; I am fure at leaſt, that by keeping cloſe to this 


—— 
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Method, the moſt ſtudious Man, were he to live ſome 
hundreds of Years, could not clear and explain the tenth 
Part of the New Teſtament, and very often would trifle 
away a deal of Time to very little purpoſe. 

3aly. Bat let us grant that the Learned, at leaſt of the 
Church of Rome, might overcome all theſe Difficulties z 
can it be affirmed with any Colour of Reaſon, that the 
Illiterate, who are by much the greateſt Part of Chri- 
ſtians, are qualified to conquer them? Have they that Stock 
of Learning, and that Sagacity, which is neceſſary? Can 
they ſpare ſo much of their Time, as is requifite for ſach 
an Undertaking? I ſhall make no ſcruple to ſay, that, could 
they, by the means of their Faculties, dive certainly into 
the Senſe of the Fathers, they would much eaſier by the 
means of the ſame, and without the Help of theſe ancient 
DoRors, find ont the true Meaning of thoſe Places in the 
Holy Writ, which they are concerned to underſtand. 


4tbly. With what Face can the Church of Rome recom- The Wrie- 
mend the Fathers, as the Standard of the Meaning of the ings of the 
Scriptures, when it has been a conſtant Practice with them, Fathers 
to adulterate many ways the Writings of thoſe very Fa- corrupted 


thers; to bend their Words by ſome. Alteration to their 2 


own particular DoQrines ; and when no Force could wreſt Care of 


them to their Senſe, to ſcratch them out intirely? Unable 
to unty the Knot, they cut it; whereof the Reader will ſee 
many notorious Inſtances, in that Book of Dallæus which 
I have already quoted, and in Thomas James concerning 
the N or of the true Fathers; but beſides, theſe are 
undeniable Facts: The Inquifitors of Venice publiſhed a 
New Edition of St. Auſtin's Works in the Year 1570. 
out of which were removed all thoſe ghings, that might infect 
with Hereſy the Minds of the Faithful, and make them de- 
viate from the Catholick and Orthodox Faith; theſe were 


their own Words in the a th fairly acknowledged 
0 


indeed! but whether honeſtly done, let any Man judge: 
No doubt, but, by Heretical Do&rines, they underſtood 
chiefly thoſe of the Proteſtants, that do not ſquare with 


S. * 


Lib. I. cap. IV. 

+ Second Part of the Treatiſe of the Corruption of Scripture, 
Councils and Fathers, pag. 113 269. | 

t Le Clerc Biblieth, Wees Tom V. Art. 12. pag. 272. 
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theirs; and if ſo, poor St. Auſtin muſt have been tert 
maimed and curtailed : And Jet, it was well for hi — 
he was in his Grave; for the Inquiſitors claim a Right 
over the Lives of Diſſenters, as well as over their Works, 
and pretend that they may deſtroy the Firſt, as well as 
mend the Laſt. . 8 

"The Heads of the Inquisition of Rome, of Madrid, of 
Hangers, and other Places, have put out Catalogues of 
Books which they prohibited, in which they have truly 
acted the Part of that Tyrant, who had but one Bed for 
all his Priſoners; if their Legs were too long for it, they 
were chopped off; if too ſhort, they were ſtretched by the 
moſt violent Rack : In like manner, that the Ancient Fa- 
thers might make the ſame Appearance with thoſe of 
Trent, theſe Inquiſitors have lengthened or abridged them, 
38 ſuited their Defign, and them to ſpeak the ſame 
Language Any one, that has the leaſt Tin&ure of Chri- 
ftianity, will think, that theſe Men had none, when he ſees 
what Propoſitions they have condemned in the Writings 
of Men. Nay they carried the Inſolence further 
ſtill; they laid their Sacrilegious Hands on the Word it- 
{elf of God; Cardinal Quiroga, Inquifitor General of Spain, 
ordered theſe Words to be out of the xviz4 Plalm 
in the Bible of Robert Stephens, * Thow wilt not leave my 
Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy one to ſee Cor- 
rept:os. Beſides, and this comes nearer to our preſent Purpoſe, 
I ſee by the Index of Madrid, that it was the Opinion of 
the Fathers, and particularly of St. Cbryſaſſom, that f The 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles is o eaſy, that any Body may un- 
derftand it; that it is neceſſary for every Body to read the 
Holy Scriptares ; that nothing 15 to be aſcertamed without 
#berr Authority; and yet, theſe Maxims are condemned as 
erroneous. What ſhall 1 do? Shall I believe concerning 
the Obligation of ceading the r according to the 
Principles of that Greet Father? But it I do, I ſhall reject 
the current Doctrine of the Church of Rome on this Sub- 
op I believe contrary to theſe Aſſertions? But then, 
I ſhall diſobey the poſitive Orders of the Council of Trent, 
that bids me to entertain the ſame Faith with the Fa- 


* a 
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From all this I infer, /f. That the Fathers of Trent 
have notoriouſly contradicted their own Principles, and, 
conſequently, that we Proteſtants may make free with them, 
without juſtly incurring their Diſpleaſure. 24y. That the 
Rule laid down by them for the right Underſtanding of the 
Scriptures, is ſo much above the ity of the Generali- 

of Chriſtians, that a Permiſſion to read them upon 

ondition only, amounts to no leſs, than an abſolute Pro- 
hibition of meddling with them at all. by 

And that this was the true and full Meaning of the Tri- III. 
dextine Canon, we may gather further from the Advice, From the 
which the Biſhops themſelves, who aſſiſted in the making of Advice 
it, gave to Pope Julius III. when they met at Bozania,which g:ven to 
was, that * by all means as little of the Goſpel as * be, Julius III. 
eſpecially in the Vulg ar Tongue, ſhould be read to the 222 
and that little which was in the Maſs, ongbe to be ſuffi ops met at 
cient; weither ſhould it be ted to any Mortal ts read Bonon. 
more; for ſo long (ſaid they) as Men were contented with 
that little, all things went well with them; but quite other- 
wiſe, ſince more was commonly read. 

But beſides, it is naturalto think, that the Compoſers of IV. 
the Index Expurgatory, digeſted by the Order of the Coun- From the 
cil of Treue, were thoroughly appriſed of the Intentions of /o»r1>Rule 
that vom; ap; wr were Members of it, commiſſioned / che In- 
to make a | of all the Books, that countenanced dex Ex- . 
or ſupported any Heretical Doctrines, and in particular Purgatary. 
thoſe of the Prot that began to prevail with the 
moſt thinking People; Accordingly, they fat about the 
Work, and finiſhed it juſt before their laſt Seflion ; 
but the Fathers of the Synod being of Opinion, + They 
could not conveniently paſs a Judgment about ſo many 


. ſo various Books, ordered, that the whole ſhould be referredio 


determined and made 

lation, the I»dex was laid before Pins IV. who approved 
of it, and it was publiſhed with the Rules placed at the 
Head of it, as * by the Orders of the Council is ſelf ; But 


the Pope, by whoſe Fans and Authority it ſhould be 
2 public: lu purſuance to this Reſo- 


* Quoted by 77/orſor, Vol. I. Serm. XXX. A 
+ Seto xvii. 
| 4 Comtinuatio Seſſionis xxv. Tit. de Indice Librorum, Cc. 
* Regule Indicis SS. Synodi Tridentine juſſu edite+ Ob 
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whether the Authors of the Decrees concerning the Read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures behaved like Chriſtians, let any 


Man judge; Thus they ſpeak in the 4th Rule, Hhereas it 


fs fe by Experience, that, if the Holy Bible tranſlated 
into Vulgar Language, be allowed rag be to Bo- 
2 there will, on the account of Men's Raſpneſs, ariſe from 

mee a greater Detriment than Advantage ; let every one 
in this Matter 3 ow the Judgment of the Biſhop or 
the Inquiſitor, who, upon Information received from tbe 
Rector of the Pariſh, or the Confeſſor, may permitthe Read- 


ing of the Bible tranſlated by Catholick Authors into aN ul. 


gar Tongue, to thoſe, whom they fhall have reaſon to think 
wot likely to recerve Harm from ſuch a Reading, but rather 
an Increaſe of Faith and Piety ; and let ſuch a Licence be 
granted them in Writing : But if any, without it, preſume 
to read or keep by him the Bible, be ſhall be diſqualified to 
receive the Abſolution of bis Sins, till be bas delivered it up 
to the Ordinary. | 

A. 70 the Bookſellers, who Hall ſell, or any other way 
grant Bibles written in a Vulgar po to any Man 
who bas not the aforeſaid Licence, ſhall forfeit the 


- Price of their Books, and be liable to be puniſhed at the 


Diſcretion of the Ordinary. | 
As to the Regulars, (or Monks) let them not pretend to 
read or buy them without a Licence from their Superiors. 
But, as if all this Variety of cloſe Shutters was not ſuf- 
ficient to keep ont the Light, Clement VIII. in his Anno- 
tations on this Rule of Piat IV, | multiplies them till ;; 
and obſerves, that this Law is not to be ſo underſtood, as if 
by it the Biſhops, Inquiſitors, or Heads of Convents were 
omveſied with a new Power to grant Licences to read, buy, 
or keep the Bible tranſlated into unlgar Language ; ſeeing 
bitherto, by the Order and Practice of the. they Roman and 
Univerſal nquiſuion, the Power bad been taken away from 
them, to grant Licences to read, or keep the whole Bible in © 
the Vulgar Tongue, or any ather Part of the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old or New Teſtament, publiſhed in any vulgar Lan- 
guage, even not ſo much as the Summaries or Compendi- 
ums of the ſaid Bibles or Books of the Holy Scriptures git — 
21% any vulgar Langnage; all which is to be inviolably obſerved. 
According to this Rule, they prohibit in their Index, * Al 
the Bibles penned in any vulgar Language whatſoever. 
— — — 


'* Biblia wulgari quocungue idiomate conſeripta. 
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of Doors ? I will not pretend to gueſs at the Motives of 
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The Apoſtles endeavoured all they could to pall down Reflection 
the ſtrong holds, and high thing that exalted it ſelf a- on this 
ainft the knowledge of God, zo fill the Earth with it, as the Rule. 
aters cover the Sea ; but their pretended Succeſſors build 2 Corin. 

up Fortreſſes, from whence they may batter it to duſt; X. .., 
they raiſe the thickeſt Banks, to prevent its Courſe thro! the __ 
very City of God. St. Pax! would have the Word of God AY * 
dwell richly in Chriſtians; but the Fathers of Tren will 3, ü. þ 
not ſuffer them to hear any the leaſt Syllable of it, with- ** 5 
out they give a good Security, no not to have the leaſt 
Summary or Epitome of the ſame: Can one think that both 
theſe hold the ſame Principles, aim at the ſame Mark, or 
ſue the ſame Method ? I am ſure, that, except a Man 

uſed himſelf to believe, that White is Black, and that 

Nine is Blood, he cannot fancy they do. 

But before I leave theſe Rules of the Index, I cannot for- p,g gms 

bear taking notice of the Seventh. I own I am pleaſed to oy the 

ſee, that it prohibits thoſe Books, that profeſſedly handle or VIIth | 
reach laſcivious and obſcene matters; but at the ſame time, Ra of the 

I am highly offended at two things; firſt, that the. Holy Index. 
Scriptures have met with the ſame Treatment from a Chri- 

ſtian Aſſembly, as the moſt juſtly abhorred Performances; 

that the Sermon of our Saviour on the Mount, and St. 

Paul's Epiſiles had no better fate allotted them, than Ovid's 

Epiſtles or the Tales of Boccacio; that they are commanded 

to walk out Hand in Hand; ſurely the Scripture with 
ſuch Company is not well matched. Secondly, But what 

muſt put the moſt indolent Chriſtian quite out of Temper, 

is, That, it was thought fit to allow Perſons of riper Tears t0 

read obſcene Books written by Heathen Anthors, on the ac- 

count of the Elegance and Propriety of the Style; and yet, 

the ſame favourable Exception was not made in the behalf 

of our Divinely inſpired Writers; How can it be, that thoſe 

Holy Fathers ſhould find ſo many Graces and Allurements 

in Martial's or Petronius's Style, as to give them Sanctuary; 

and fo few in Iſaiab's Prophecies, David's Pſalms, or 

St. Pas /s 1 and Epiſtles, as to turn them all out 


ſo different a Judgment; but, I cannot help thinking, that, 
if they had kept the Balance even, they would have grant- 
ed their Protection to our Holy Pen-Men; if not for the 
DoQtrines they teach, for that they could not ſafely Wo 
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at leaſt for the Sublimity of Style, and the Majeſty of Ex- 
v. Prefſion, in which they are delivered. 

From Tefti- That the Council of Trent really intended to prohibit 
monies, the promiſcuous Reading of the Holy Scriprures, appears 
further from the moft authentick Vouchers; Alphonſas 4 
Caſtro, who had been one of the Members of that re- 
nowned Aſſembly, ſays expreſly, that one of the Parents 
and Springs of Herefies was the Tranſlation of the Holy 
© Scriptures into the vnigar Language, and therefore beſtows 
1 Praiſes and Hucomiumt on the Edict of the moſt li- 
ſtrions and Catholick Ferdinand and Elizabeth King and 
Queen 2 Spain, by which tbey had forbidden ander the ſe- 
vereſt Penalties, either to tranſlate the Holy Scriptures into 
the walgar Languages, or to keep any Tranſlation made 
them under any Pretence whatſoever. Sixtus Senenſis ſays 
| + ronndly, that, to allow Shoemakers, Fullers, &c. to read 
the Scriptures, is to give that whichis Holy unto the Dogs, 
Matth. a 70 caſt Pearls e Swine; and Cardinal Bellarmime, 
the Oracle of that Communion, is as full to the purpoſe 
as can be; He maintain, + ſays he, that the Scriptures 
enge wot to be read publickly in the vulgar Tongue, nor als 

deen be read indifferently by every Body. | 
Dhein. But, tho” theſe Authorities and Arguments ſeem to carry 
along with them the ſttongeſt Evidence; yet, it muſt be 
owned, that many eminent French Divines have declared 


— 


— — — 


r r RE ER, 
— * an — - * = — — — — — — 


both 4 
— — ̃ꝓ—— — 


— 


— — — ——71Üc] DO 


_ the Doctrine which theſe aſſert : They object, that 
Ries of the Index, which are its main Support, were 
never received in Frauce by publick Authority, as being, not 
the Work of the Council it ſelf of Trezz, but only of a 
private Committee appointed by the Fathers; I hat it never 
was maintained and eſtabliſhed by any General Council, 
and confequently, cannot be look'd upon as the Doctrine 
of the Univerſal Church; That the Fractice of their own 

. Church is a direct Confutation of it; there being many 
Tranflations in French, ' chiefly of the New Teſtament, 
made by Roman Catholick Anthors; and many of their 
learned Men having preſſed the indiſpenſable Obligation 
— __——_—— — — — 
® Lib. i. cont. 13 + Biblioth. Lib. vi. annee. 
152. both quoted by Pet. Dumoulin, Traitt du Jige des Con- 
1 ii, de verbo Dei. c. 16. A 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
Which every Chriſtian is under, to read the Holy Scrip- 


tures, with as much Earneſtneſs and Strength, as the moſt 
zealous Proteſtants can do, 2955 


But how ſpecious ſoever this Objection may be, it has 


more Shew than Solidity, as, I hope, will be evident from 
the following Conſiderations. 


2 


I. Tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe, that be Rules of the Index Auſuer. 


were never tively and in fact received in France, yet, 
it does not follow, that by Kigbt they ſhould not have been 
received; for, as the French hold the Councils to be infal- 
— if not in Matters of Diſcipline, at leaſt in Matters of 
Faith : and as this Propoſition, Whether all Chriſtians are 
bound in Duty to read the Holy Scriptures, is, if any be fo, a 
Point of Faith, it follows, that, if will be true to their 
Principles, they ought to ſtand up for the Negative, if it 
can be proved, that the Council of Trent declared for that 
fide of the Queſtion: But whoſoever ſhall conſider im- 
partially what we have ſaid in the III. IV. and V. forego- 
ing Para s, will, if I am not miſtaken, find himſelf 


Index, as an Explanation more at large of the ConnciPs 


Decree, and conſequently think, that whoſoever receives 
the one, muſt receive the other. 


II. The Gallica Church is not the whole Catholick 


Body, tho” a very conſiderable Part of it; and her pro- 
fefling a;DoQrine is no Proof, that it is generally received: 
For inſtance, ſhe denies the Pope's Intallibility, and his 
Superiority to the Council. But do theſe Opinions prevail 
in Italy, in Spain, in Portugal? Do not the French Jeſaits 
themſelves epitomize the Church into the Pope? By a 
Parity of Reaſon, tho* in France they ſhould be for allow- 
ing every body to read the Scriptures, it follows by no 
means, that the Univerſal Church would do the fame. Is 
it not a Matter of Fact, that, if in ſome Catholick Coun» 
tries, one were ſobold, as to have a Bible in the Vulgar 
Language, he would be liable to be proſecuted by the 
Inquifition? That among the Peopleit is no more read than 
the Koran of Mabomet; and even that there are many 
Churchmen who never peruſed it once? Witneſs an 
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* Theſe two Facts I heard from two worthy Gentlemen, who 
were Ear- Witneſſes, 8 


neceſſarily inclined to look upon the Fourth Rule of the 
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| Italian Prieſt, who fancied Moſes was one of the Chriſtian 
Fathers; and a Spasiſb Monk, who knew ſo little of 
. that he was made to believe, he had killed a 
thouſand Philiſtizes with the Jaw-bone of a Spaniſp Friar. 
In ſhort, concerning the Opinion of the Church on this 
Point, I might appeal to the Pope himſelf, acknowledged 
by the French, to be the Head of the Church; the Sucteſ- 
for of Sz. Peter, the Center of Unity ; I might agree to ſtand 
or fall by his Judgment, which is more, I believe, than 
any Proteftant ever did : Ifhe gives Sentence in my behalf, 
well and good, I am right ; it he caſts me, I loſe indeed 
my Cauſe, but He himſelf will loſe more than I : From 
7 that Minute, He muſt give up his Infallibility ; for it will 
follow, that, ſince many Popes have prohibited the 
promiſcuous Reading of the Holy Scriptures, they were not 
infallible; or, that, if they were infallible in this reſpect, He 
himſelf is not, becauſe He reverſeth their Decree. 
III. Beſides, if the Divines of France entertain on this 
Head the ſame Doctrine with the Proteſtants, why don't 
2 Tim, iv, they recommend it earneſtly, is ſeaſox and ont of ſeaſon, in 
2. their private and publick Diſcourſes? I never met with a 
: Sermon of theirs, where the Neceſſity of reading the 
Scriptures was inſiſted on; whereas I have ſeen * tome, 
'. Wherein People were diſcouraged from it. Out of the a- 
Mart b. xii. bundance of the Heart ebe Month ſpeaketh. How comes 
24. it to paſs, that the Sacred Books are never publickly read 
g in the Church in a Vulgar Language? Why don't they 
make it a Duty for Monks and Nuns, who are peculiarly 
devoted to Religion, to peruſe them carefully; whereas they 
don't allow them to read any more, than what is appointed 
- by the Rubrick? And this puts me in mind of the An- 
[wer J of S. Tereſa to a young Lady, who had ſaid, ſhe 
would bring a Bible into the Nunnery; Ve dow't care, 
replied ſhe, eit ber for you nor for your Bible ; we are poor 
worant Creataret, that know nothing but to ſpin and 
obey. O happy and ſafe Condition ald ſuch good 
Spinſters miſs of getting into Heaven? 
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d ® See Eſprit de Mr. Arnaud, 2 Part, xv. Obſervation, pag. 105. 
| +.Iris related by , dr ls Trae. See the Letter of Mr. 4, 
om. IV, du Preſervatif de Mr, ant, Pag · 281. f 
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* IV. Tho" there have been, and are ſtill, in the Callican 
Church learned Men, Friends to the Holy Scriptures, yet, 
they never did, nor do now prevail by their Number or 
Credit above their Oppoſers : Very far from it. One ofthe 
chief Arts made * uſe of by the Jeſuits, about the latter 
end of the laſt Century, to fink the Fax/ſeniſtss Credit at the 
Court of Rome, was, to repreſent them as permitting every 
_—_ to read the Scriptures; which Accuſation had a won- 
derful Effect. But what highly deſerves to be taken notice 
of, is, that theſe very ſame Farſenifis, who had ſhewed 
themſelves fo valiant Champions in the Cauſe of God's 
Word, both in the Preface to their Verſion of the New 
Teſtament Printed at Mons, and in their Writings againſt 
the Charges of the Archbiſhops of Paris and of Ambran, 
who would have banifhed their "Tranſlation out of com- 
mon uſe ; Theſe very Fanſenits, I ſay, ſome few Years 
after, in order to forward their Reconciliation with the 
Court of Rome that was incenſed againſt them, made the 
molt ſolemn, and, at the ſame time, the moſt ſhameful Re- 
cantation, that can be imagined, They wrote a Book 
intitled, f Lawful Prejudices againſt Calvinifts, in which 
they ſet at work all the Engines,that Wit, Learning, and a 
moſt virulent Paſſion could invent, to demoliſh.the Scrip- 
tures, and bring them under an univerſal Contempt. From 
this ſingle Fact, if we had no other, it appears, how little 
we may; depend upon the Endeavours of the Gallican 
Church, to aſcertain the Birth-right of all Chriſtians to read 
the Scriptures. 

V. But ſay they, no general Council ever made ita Law, 
that they ſhould not be promiſcuouſly read; therefore 
ſuch cannot be thought the Doctrine of the Church. 
What then? No general Council had commanded the 
Worſhip of Images, before the IId of Nice held in the Year 
787; None had aſſerted the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiati- 


on before the IVth of Lateran in the Year 1215, therefore 


theſe Tenets were not generally received before theſe 
Councils: This Argument is the very ſame with theirs, 
and I am ſure, they will not allow it to be concluſive. 


> 


* See Le Clerc Biblioth. Choifie, Tom. IX. art. ix. $ 3. pag- 
352. 7 Prejugts legitimes contre les Calviniſtes. . 
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VI. But in truth; a Doctrine needs not to be ſupported by 
= an ſuch Authority, before it be look'd upon, as entertain- 
oY the Church: It is enough, if it is countenanced by a 
Practice, that is univerſal and of a long ſtanding; Much 
more, may a Dodrine. be thought the Doctrine of a parti» 
cular Church,when it has been confirmed by many Decrees 
of that ſame Church: But, that in France they have con- 
ſtantly diſapproved of the Tranſlating and Reading of the 
Holy Scriptures in the vul Language, is clear beyond 
exception from their own Writers. ather Simon obſerves, 
1ſt, that, * when Cardinal de Richelieu, in order to make 
the Converſion of Proteſtants. eafier, ſtrove all be could to 
= a neu 8 of the 8 -; F * * 
ſed by t tumity-School of Paris. 2dly. t 

_ Nets Delos of — tranſlated the Bible into 
French, it was not lawful for all ſorts of People indifferently 
zo read the Holy Books in the vulgar Tongue, and that the 
Rule of the Index was then obſerved. 3dly, That + the Genera 
Aſſembly * of the Clergy of France held in 1660 and 1661 
condemned equally the Tranſlation of the Bible into the wal- 
ger Tongue, the French Verſion of the Roman Miſſal 
made by Voilin. Beſides, Malle: Doctor of Sorbonne in 
the laſt Nine Chapters of his Book againſt the Lawfal- 
weſs of People's reading the Seriptares, made it out to 4 
Demonſtration, that ſach had been, for the fix or ſeven 
Centuries laſt paſt, the Opinion, not only of the Church 
of Rome in general, but of the Ga/lisan Church in parti- 
cular ; and this he f ſhews from the expreſs Declarations 
of many Popes, from Cenſures of the Sorbonne, eſpecially 
from that famous one paſſed upon Eraſmns in the Year 
1527, from the Canons of many Provincial Councils held 
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* Hiſt.-Critiq. des Verſions du N. Teft. Ch. xliv. pag. 
$38. T Ibid. chap. xxx. p. 340. Þ Ibid. ch. i. p. 3, 4. 

Pope Alexander VIIth publiſhed a Bull the Sth of 7. 
3691; wherein che Tranſlators of the Holy Scriptures are called 

ons of Perdition; and this very Bull was approved by the 
Archbiſhop of Paris in a Charge to his Clergy had he am of 
April 1688. Hiſt. de Edit de Nantes par My. Benoit. Tom. III. 


1. liv. vi. an. 1661. pag. 338. Imp. a Delft. 1695. 
+ tee / Eprit Mr. Arnaud: Part 2, Obſervat. 2 126, 
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in Fance, at Aix in 1585, at Toa lonſe in 1590, at Narbonne 
in 1606, and from many Acts of the Parliament of Paris: 


And his 2 of this kind are ſo ſtrong and co- 
k. 


gent, that Arnaud himſelf, who had demoliſhed and 
pulled to pieces all the others which he had brought, durſt 
not meddle with theſe, and left them entirely untouch'd ; 
Can any one think, that a Man of his Temper, who had 
been highly provoked by another, to whom he was much 
Superior in Wit, Sagacity and Learming, would not have 
undertaken to turn him out of this hold alſo, if he had had 
= hopes of Succeſs ? 
t 


19 


were to no purpoſe, in order to leſſen the Weight of OH. 


all theſe Declarations, to urge, that they were made upon 
particular Occaſions, and for preventing the Abuſes 


that Hereticks made then of the Scriptures: For, if this % ver! 


Reaſon was good for thoſe times, it will ſtand good for all 
times; and conſequently, as there will always be Here- 
ticks of one ſort or other, ſo the Scriptures ſhould always 
be forbidden : But the Principle and the Conſequenice 'are 
both abſurd. For why? Becauſe a Man may get a ſurfeit 
by eating too much, muſt he be ſentenced to ſtarve? Be- 
cauſe he may miſtake his way at Noon, muſt he be con- 
demned to grope all his Days in the dark? If not, why 
ſhould he be deprived of the Holy Scriptures, that Bread 
Life, the belt Food of his Soul, of that Heavenly 
ihe granted him to direct his Steps into the Paths 
of Truth, and Virtue, becauſe he may now and then miſ- 
underſtand them ? 
VII. Some French Divines boaſt indeed very loud of the 
many Verſions, chiefly of the New Teſtament, publiſhed 
of late amongſt them; But, for God's fake, what ſort of 
things are ſome of them? Mere T raps laid in the way of 
the Ignorant, to catch them unawates; No great wondet 
if their Reading was ſtrongly recommended: well might 


their Authors have intitled them, tbe Neweſt Teftament, fol 


furely'no ſach had been ſeen before. Hut of this more 
hereafter. 5 
Another Conſideration very apt to filence for ever the, 
Gallicas Church on this Head, and to add a new weight 
to what we have faid before, is taken from the Coaſtisu- 
tio of Pope Clement XI, called Unigenitus. Every body 


vf. 


From thi 
Conſti- 
tution 


knows, that Father Qweſvsl, having publiſhed a New ©." 


Teſtament with Annotarions, that were chiefly practical, „ 
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highly diſpleaſed the Court of Rome, or, which is almofþ 
the ſame, the Jeſuits : One hundred and one Propofitions 
were extracted out of his Work: Eight of them, from 
the 79 to the 86 aſſerted, not only the Right, every Chri- 


ftian from the higheſt to the loweſt, had; but even, the in- 


diſpenſable Neceſſity he was under, to read at all times and 
in all places the Scriptures ; That none of them could pretend 
zo be exempted from that Daty, on the account of their 
Holy Darkneſs; That it was net from the Simplicity of Wor 
men, but from the proud Science of Men, that the Abuſe of 
Scriptare had proceeded,and Hereſies bad ſprang up; In ſhort, 
that it was equally cruel and abſurd to deprive the People 
of the Benefit and Comfort, they might receive from them, 
and diametrically oppoſite to the Practice of the Apoſtles and 
the Deſien of G Any unprejudiced Chriſtian would be 
apt to think, the Doctrine herein contained, to be ſound 


and wholſome, 8 to the Genius and grand 
t 


Scope of the Goſpel ; His Holineſs was very far from 


et that Opinion: By the means of His infallible 
Spe 


acles he ſpy'd in it a Venom, which no body would 
have perceived with the beſt pair of naked Eyes: It ſeems 
he was afraid, that, if the Scriptures were generally read, 


Chriſtianity would be loſt and undone ; To prevent ſach a 


Misfortune, His over-timorons Holineſs publiſhed a Bull 
dated the Sth of September 1713, in which, he declared 
theſe Propoſitions, as well as all the others, to be falſe, 
ous, ill-ſounding, ſcandalous, pernicious, injurious to the 
Charch and its received Practices, ſeditious, impibut, blaſ- 
phemons, Heretical, ſuch as had been often condemned, &c, 


and conſequent!y forbids any of the Faithful, to teach or 


maintain, and even to mention them, either in publick or 
in private, with any other view than to conſute them, &c, 
which i any body dares to attempt, he is aſſured, he will draw 
pon himſelf the Indignation of God Almighty, and of the 
Bleſſed Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. any thing be 
more expreſs and poſitive? And who will not admire the 
Beauty and Energy of the Style of the Romas Court? It 
is true, a rigid and nice Critick might think it ſwell'd 
with Redundancies ; but prudent Men chuſe rather to a- 
bound in Superfluities, than to be wanting in Neceſlaries. 
This Ball, ſuch as it is, was received with great Submiſ- 
fion in moſt Popiſh States and Kingdoms: It met indeed, 
at firſt, with great Oppoſitions in fraxce ; but, at laſt, it 

| was 
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was admitted by the Majority of the Superior and Infe- 
rior Clergy, confirmed by Royal Authority ; and thoſe 
now-a-days, who perſiſt in their refuſal to accept of it, 
are ſeverely. puniſhed for their Diſobedience; they being 
either * deprived of their Temporalities, or removed into 
Places f of Banichment, or forced to turn + themſelves 
out of their Religious Houſes, for fear of a worſe and 
harder Uſage. All this being undoubtedly true, can any 
Romas Catholick, who has not ſhaken Hands with Shame 
and Modeſty, deny, that his Church clearly and poſitively 
1504 the promiſcuous Reading of the Holy Scrip- | 
tures 
But could we hope, that the Gallican Church would . 
abate of the Rigour of the Canons on this Subject, and allow Opinion of 
D of Chriſtians to peruſe our Sacred Books, not , EnR- 
by ſtealth, but puMickly ; yet, we cannot expect the ſame j;q Ca B.. 
favour from the Exglifp Catholick Divines : Much better ,z,j-.4 pz. 
Sons of the Church, they keep morecloſe to all Her Com- ses. 
mands, and do not preſume to deviate an Inch from them: 
Of this we have a very plain inſtance in thoſe of Rheims; 
They admit in its full extent the faurtb Rule of the Index, 
quoted *; before; they ſpeak of it, as f containing an Order 
which many a wiſe Man wiſhed for before. They com- 
plain, that in their daier, it could not be ſo preciſely obſerved, 
a in other times and places, where there is more due re- 
ſpe of the Churches Authoritie, Rule, and Diſcipline; and, 
truſt, char all Wiſe and Godly Perſons will behave in this matter 
as the Holy Canons and Councils require. Doctor f W. 
* I Profeſſor of Divinity at Douay, publiſhed an Exgliſb 
Verſion of the New Teſtament in 1730, which was re- 
printed in 1733. He is ſo modeſt as to own, * He did 
not pretend to make a New Tranſlation, as thinking him- 
ſelf far from being perfect enough in the Greek, to under- 
take ſuch a Work; from whence one would be inclined to 
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* The Biſhop of Montpellier. + The Biſhop of Senex. 
The Carthuſans that run away into Holland. Page 11. 


In the Preface to their Exgli Verſion of the New Teſtament, 
t On the Back of the Copy I have, which was 


58 3. ] 
hg by the L. P. of Ir. to the L. B. of L. his Name is thus 2 N 
written at full length, Wetham. * Preface to the Reader, 
Vol. I. pag. 10. 

oo infer, 
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infer, he has only correfted the old Rbeimiſhb one; And 
yet, in ſome Places, he has made ſome Alterations, that do 
not barely regard the Language, but the very Senſe of the 
Sacred Text. Nevertheleſs, whether he calls his Perfor- 
mance a New Traxz/lation, or a New Edition of an old 
one, is what ſeems to concern the Reader very little; I ſhall 
conſider it in itſelf, as offered to the Publick for ſuch a 
one, as the Publiſher approves of. | 
The Miſſionaries of Rome have been of late very buſy 
among us: Doctor s main Defign ſeems to have been 
to favour and forward their Attempts, and to make them 
way, by the means of the Holy Scriptures, as being well 
aſſured, that they would be better received, in a Proteftant 
Country, with ſach Credentials, than without. I think it 
"therefore incumbent upon me in this Circumſtance of Time, 
to take a particular Notice of what he may have ſaid to 
ſupport Popery; at leaſt, as far as it will'fall in with my 
. Preſent Scheme. This Author ſhews himſelf very fair in 
telling as his own, and his Church's Opinion concerning 
the Subject we are upon; I queſtion indeed vety much, 
whether any of my Readers will underſtand better than 
my ſelf, how-to reconcile his Practice with his Theory; 

But if he has contradifted himſelf, let him look to it. 


| Ne ria In his Preface to St. John's Goſpel, he nts us, 
1 


ciel of Firſt, That, to prevent and * remedy the abuſe of the Bible 
D. . on the beſt of Books, bis Church had judged neceſſary to forbid 
thisSubje the 1guorant to read the Scriptures in Vulgar Languages, 
examined. Without the Advice and Permiſſion of therr Paſtors) d 
* Guides ----- and that, ſuch bad been the Opinion of 
the Univerſity of Paris 1525. Secondly, He adds, that 
whoſoever confiders the preſent State of Religion in Eug- 

land, will be fully convinced; that the juſt Motives of 1 
ſaid Probibition, ſubfiſt to this day; He" might have 
added, and will ſubſiſt as long as Men are Men. "Thirdly, 
Agreeably to theſe Principles, he declares,' f he has 105 
publiſhed his Tranſlation aud Notes, that every one, th 
never ſo ignorant. Might read, and put bis own Contract ion 

on the Senſe of the Sacred Writings, * 
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All theſe Declarations are too Solemn to unobſer- 
ved ; I ſhall therefore make bold to offer ſome few Reflec- 
tions upon them. | 

I. It ſeems very odd for any Author, to write a Book 
with the deſign it ſhould not de read by the generality of 
Men, and yet, to ſtrive as much as poſſible, to make it 
level to the eſt Cpacities : If this Doctor did not de - 
fign to inſtruct che Ignorant, but rather to ſet up for a 
alter, and to deſerve the Applapſe ofthe Learned, why did 
He not chuſe the Language in uſe amongſt them, which 
would have opened to Him a large Field, to ſhew his deep 
Knowledge, if not in be Hebrew Tongue, which he owns 
* be knows nothing of, at leaſt in the other Parts of the Sa- 
cred Antiquity ; whereas his Book, ſuch as it is, will be of 
very little Service to thoſe, who have been converſant for 
many Years about theſe Matters. 

H. It is as unaccountable, that he will not ſuffer his 


 Ipnorant Readers, and, I am afraid, but few of thoſe, who 


are more knowing, t. put their Conſtrudtion on the Senſe of 
the Sacred Writings ; What does he mean by that? Does 


he diſallow, that any Arbitrary Conſtruction, which has no 


relation to the main Scope of the Sacred Writers, the Se- 
ries of the Diſcourſe, the Nature of the Subject, ſnould 
be put upon their Words? So far, He is right; but if He 
had publiſhed any Profane Author, he might have given 
n Does he forbid he Ignorant to put up- 
the Sacred Texts the Senſe, which they think ſuits 
them ; which when they do, they may properly be faid 
zo pat their Conſtruct ion npon them? But, He had as good 
to forbid them to entertain right Notions of Things. 
he mean, they ought not to put any Senſe at all on the Ex- 
Mons of the Holy Pen-Men ? If fo, I could willingly ask 


bim ſome few 3 a Firſt, Have their Words a cer- 


tain determined Meaning or no? If not, it is to no purpoſe 
to tranflate them into any Language whatever ; they can 
be of no manner of Service: And if they have a certain 
Meaning, I ask, willa due Care inable the Ignorant to find 
it out or no? If it will, it is worth their while to beſtow 
it: Ik it will not, then it is not in their power to know, 
whether the Senſe which Doctor 7. in his Annotations 
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ts upon the Text, is agreeable'to it, and conſequent! 
—_ But in this caſe, ſhall they believe the Doctor's 
ſertion, for which they have no better Security than his 
bare Word ? This is truly their laſt and only Reſource; 
And if one examineth throughly the Principles of the 
Charch of Rome, he will find, that every Papiſt's Faith, 
reſolves itſelf ultimately into the Faith and Authority of his 
Spiritual Guide, whom he muſt truſt no leſs, than if He 
were infallible. Secondly, Will the Doctor allow the 
Iznorant to put any Senſe on his own Annotations ? Does 
he think, they can ſurely find out their genuine Meaning ? 
If he does not, He wrote them to no purpoſe; and if 
does, he muſt grant of Courſe, either, that they can find out 
the true Senſe of many clear Paſſages in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or maintain, that He is poſſeſſed of the Talent of 
expreſſing his Thoughts ſo plainly, that no Body can mi- 
ſtake him, whereas God is deſtitute of that Prerogative., 
III. Did he not know, that Tranſlations of the Bible had 
been nl forbidden by the moſt Authentick Decrees of 
His Church? He ſpeaks indeed like a dutiful Son of the 
ſame, when He ſays, He ſubmits hit Work to the Fude- 
ment of the Church, and of the Head of the Church, t 
Succeſſor of St. Peter, &c. But whether he has acted like one, 
is not altogether ſo clear to me; and except His Supe- 
riors have had a great regard for His humble and modeſt 
Carriage and his good Intentions, I don't ſee, how con- 
ſiſtently with their Principles, they could forbear to repri- 
mand him ſeverely; For why! Since the Church had 
thought fit in Her great Wiſdom, to forbid the Ignorant 
to meddle with the Holy Scriptures ; ſince He himſelf ap- 
proved of the ſaid Prohibition; fince chiefly, he was con- 
vinced, that the juſt motives, on which it was grounded, 
Subſt to this very day, How could He prevail with Him- 
Jelf, againſt the plaia Dictates of His Conſcience, to tempt 


ignorant Children to diſobey the beſt of Mothers? Why 


did he lay a ſtumbling Block before them ? Had he forgot 
that terrible Threatning of our Saviour, Vs t that Man, 
by whom the offence cometh? _ | 

IV. Dr.. has a Reaſoning ſ which is intirely againſt Him; 


One may ſay, h- runs himſelf thro! with his own Sword. 


„In his Preface to the Reader, 
tations on the xiv. Ch. of the 1ſt to 


Pg 16. In his Anno- 
Corinth, 36—38. pag 22 
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He is arguing, tho? againſt the Apoſtle's expreſs Words, for 
the Lawfalneſs of * publick Service in an unknown 
Tongue; and in order to ſhew, how wrong the Proteſtants 


are, who would have all the Liturgies tranſlated into the 
Vulgar Languages, he ſays, According to their Method, the Li- 


exergy muſt be changed into as different Tongues as 
there are Countries .* Places, and in as — Cen- 


ry, as we ſee by Experience Languages are liable and ſub» 
Jeck to 2 Changes and 1 from thence a- 


riſeth a Danger hanges as to the Doctrine and Belief 


of the Faithful; 
hat follow from ſuch jrequent Changes. But, is not the 
Danger of Changes in the Do&rine the Greater and the more 
Evident, by the different Verſions of the Bible, than by 
thoſe of the Liturgies, in as much as the Bible, is an An- 
cienter Book, and a more Sacred Foundation of the Faith, 
than any Liturgy whatſoever ? And if, in order to prevent 
' Alterations, Liturgies are not to be tranſlated, ſurely, for 
the ſame Reaſon the Scriptures ought not; and much leſs, 
when the Old Verſions, made of them, * are only become 
lefs intelligible by the Changes crept into Languages; But 
if fo, I have ſo many Learned Men in France made 
within a Century ſo many Verſions of -our Holy Books? 
Why did they not keep to that of Loxvain? It was enou 

and more than enough: Why was not our Author himſelf 
. contented with the Exgliſſ Tranſlation made by the Di- 


_—_— 


s aud Herefies are the Conſequences 


— 


This Reaſoning of our Dr. may be turned 
ther way. The Motive, that perſuaded him to 
lation, was, it ſeems, that the Verſion of the Divines of Rheims 
was become Ob/cure and ſcarce Intelligible, on the Account of 
the Difference of the Engliſh Tongue, as it wat in their Time, and 
as it is now Chang'd and Refa d; ſo that many Words and Ex- 


preffions, both in the Tranſlations and Annotations (by 1 * *. 


Time) were become Obſalete and no longer in Uſe. But | 
Difference in the Language, was for him a Reaſon to fa- 
vour the Publick with a New Edition of the Rheimiſb Teſta- 
ment, why ſhould not the ſame Difference be a ſufficient ground 
to print New Tranſlations of Liturgies, when the Languages, in 
which — were at firſt delivered into the Hands of Chriſtians, are 
become Obſolete and Farce Intelligible F Which ſhews more and 
more, that this Profeſſor is quite unſettled and wayering in his 


rn the intirely inconſiſtent with himſelf. bas 


-- 
#- | ; 
* 
= 
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_ him ano» _ 
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vines of Rheims ? Ho is it he was not afraid of oc 
fioning Hereſies by his New Verſion? Or would be inti- 
mate that His ought to be the laſt? 
V. Should he ſay, He has prevented by his Annotations 
the ill Effects, which his Verſion might have been attended 
with; the plain Exg/5fo-of ſuch a Reply would be, that he 
provided for the Counter · poiſon, at the ſame time that he 
offered the Poiſon ; and conſequently, that his Explications 
are the Antidote, and the Text of the New Teſtament the 
Poiſon. But if fo, why then does he call the Bible The 
best ef - Books ?. Or does he take his Notes to be better than 
the bef# of Books ? 


Jag" VI. In ſhort, to ſpeak my Mind plainly about the Tranſ- 
— lations of any Part of the Bible — 2 pub- 
Tranſe- liſhed by Rama Catholicks, I cannot but look upon them 
Bl nag, . do Wright Violations of the Statutes and Decrees of 
5 Roman eir Communion; The on! „ or I can think of 
Catholick for their Authors, is taken — a Maxim ſupported by 
Arbe. n) * Romiſo Caſuiſts, namely, that as many things in 
themſelves Unlawful, may become Lawful, when the 
Church may receive ſome great Benefit from permitting of 
them; ſo the Reading of the Scriptures may be allowed 
to ſerve a preſent Turn, or when the inſiſting upon its be» 
ing forbidden, might be of ſome Diſadvantage to the Ho 
Cauſe. Accordingly, Archbiſhop f Codde Vicar A 
in being cenfured at Rome in the Year 1700 fur 
ſuffering the People committed to his Charge, to read the 
Scriptures, anſwered, That, ſuch à Practice was wo more 
#has tolerated and winked at in that Co - and ſup- 
parted his Complaiſance in this reſpe& by Words. of 
a Biſnop of res, named Hermx, that Leave had been 
- boneſt Laymen, to Fead the Bible in a Hul- 
by the + Diſſimulation of a Pions Tolera- 


— r —— renn * 1 * * — — — ty 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture, 
ſelytes amongſt us, (which God forbid ! ) he would continde to 


debe indulgent, and patiently bear, that all thoſe, whom, by 


printing his Verſion, he bas publickly invited to read 
the Scriptures, ſhould go on to enjoy that Privilege, is 
what I queſtion very much, for three Reaſons chiefly. 1%, 
Becauſe he has offered ſo great a Violence to his Princi- 
les on this Matter, that it cannot well be laſting. ay, 
Divines of Rheims give us the plaineſt Hint imagin- 
able what might be our Fate, -when they declare, that, -if 
they did tranſlate the New Teſtament, it was not, becauſe 
they thought ſuch a Work to be of a and abſolute 
Neceſſity, but ſay they, we go about 7 ro pea 
fideration of the preſent Time, State and Condition of our 
2 unto which divers tbings are either neceſſary or 
Profitable and medicinable now, that otherwiſe in the Peace 
of the Church were neither much vequifite, nor 
wholly tolerable ; Conſequently, a Time might come, when 
the Raomiſ Dottrines being y — us, the 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures + were not perebunce 
tolerable, 3dly, It is certain by Experience, that in tho 
Countcits, where Popery reigns uncontradicted, andexerts a 
full Sway, ſuch Permiſſion is never granted; and for 2 
Man to. preſume to ask it, would be the beſt Courſe he 
could take, to be ſuſpected of an Inclination at leaſt to 
Hereſy ; Upon what Grounds then ſhould Eugliſh Converts 
* any better Uſage? 


ikely enough, Doctor V. and his Fellow-Tranflators Ohjedien.. 


will object here; The Proteſtants are very 1l-temper'd 
and hard to be pleaſed ; Whether we condemn the promiſ- 
cuous Reading of the Bible, or ſeem to allow it by print- 
ing Tranſlations of the ſame, find Fault with us; 


what can we poſſibly do to deſerve their good Word? Our 
that 


Aer thoſe Germ e 
3 ner entiemen are t 

f 's Prohibitions ou this Sub cl, are Lawful and 
u 

xi 


ſt, or they think not; if the Firſt, let them Back their 
nciples with their Practice, never tempt Men to meddle 
with the Sacred Books, by printing Verſions of the ſame, 


their Tranlation, pag. 1. Edit of Yobs 


＋ Ia the Preface' of 
Coufurier, Au. 1633. 
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but do their belt, to conceal them from the People; then 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
indeed we ſhall think them plunged in a groſs and dangerons 


| Error, but free from any Imputation of Diſhoneſty or In- 


conſiſtency ; If they think thoſe Prohibitions unjuſt, let 
them ſpeak out their Mind, unite their Intereſt, and gene- 
rouſly do what in them lies, to have them repealed and an- 
nulled; let them upon all occaſions not only maintain the 
mere Lawfulneſs, but preſs upon Men's Conſciences the 
indiſpenſable Neceflity of reading the Scriptures, thundet 
Anathema's againſt thoſe, who are remiſs in the Diſcharge 
of this Duty: In a Word, let their Actions be the genuine 
Offspring of their in ward Sentiments; Upon theſe Terms, 
they may be ſure, they will meet with kind and equal Be- 
haviour from us. But as long as upon what Pretence; or 


in what Manner ſoever, either the Pope or the Councils, 


General, National or Provincial, ſhall forbid any Order of 
Chriſtians to look into the Scriptures; as long as the whole 
Body of Catholicks, or any particular Church amongſt 


them, ſhall forbear to riſe againſt, and publickly ſhew their 


Diſlike of ſuch a Prohibition; as long as we ſhall ſee it 
ſupported any ways by Theory or PraQtice, we ſhall think 
them anſwerable for a Behaviour, that ſtrikes at the very 
Foundation of Chriſtianity. 


Reaſons a- I do not deſign to enlarge here upon its Contrariety to 


the intrinfick Excellency of the Scriptures themſelves, the 
End of their Delivery, and to the Right of every Chri- 


ef theScrip- ſtian; nor upon its Oppoſition to the molt preſſing Exhor- 
gures. _ tations of the. Holy Pen-men, and of the firſt and belt 


Writers of Chriſtianity, as well as to the Practice of 
the Primitive Church; For here the Romaniſts have not 
the leaſt Rag of Antiquity to cover their Nakedneſs; all 
the Fathers ſtare them” full in the Face: The beſt thing I 
fancy I can do, is, to refer them on thoſe Heads to ſome 
of their own Authors, and in particular to * Mr. Dazpin, 


have placed at the Head of their Verfions of the New 
ſtament. © It -may be, that the ſame Reaſons will have a 
roms Weight with them in theſe Writings, than in any 
iſcourſe of mine. I ſhall only add three Reflections more, 
and fo conclude this firſt general Head. 


— 8 — 8 — , 
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. Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 


1. The Prohibition mentioned hitherto, is highly inju- I is inju- 
rious to the Holy Scriptures: For why? If theſe lay be- in to 
fore Men the beſt Method, the ſtrongeſt Inducements to them. 


their preſent and eternal Happineſs, nothing can be more 
unjuſt than to treat them, as if they had a quite oppoſite 
Tendency. I appeal to Experience: What are the Rules 
moſt commonly followed by Men in Reference to other 
Books ? Good ones are carefully peruſed and commended ; 
thoſe that are Indifferent, are laid by ; we adviſe our Friends 
againſt thoſe which we think ; but if we meet with 
one, that aſſerts Principles highly pernicious, then we en- 
deavour to have it prohibited, condemned, and deſtroy d, if 
poſſible; at leaſt, to have it removed out of the Way of 
the Ignorant: In a Word, no body can give a ſtronger 
P of the little Value which he ſets upon a Book, than, 
when he does all he can to hinder it from coming into 
People's Hands, and in caſe it does, to force it out of 
them. Conſequently, to prohibit the Scriptures, as the 
Church of Rome does, is to put upon them the greateſt At- 
front imaginable. 


II. No Method can be deviſed more effectual than this, I puts a 
to prevent rational Religion from taking Root in Men's Sep to the 
Minds, or to extirpate it, where it has. Chriſtian Religion 7 ef 
is a Science delivered in the New Teſtament with its Prin- Religion. 


ciples and Conſequences ; but no Science can be learnt 
Without Study, and the ſureſt way to have it unmir'd, is 
no doubt, to fetch it from the very Books, in which it was 
Originally contained ; Waters are commonly purer at the 
Spring, than at a Diſtance from it. Beſides, as we all a- 
gree, that Chriſtianity comes from God, ſhall we not be 
more deeply affected, if we immediately hear his Voice 
teaching us, than if we hear it only by a Proxy, who him- 
ſelf may have God's Inſtructions but at the ſecond or third 
Hand? But who will apply himſelf to the Study, even of 
the beſt Religion, if he be frightened from it with the 
Dread of fack a double Torture, as Inquifition and Hell? 
2 = more ignorant a Man is, the later he will think 

imſelf. | | | 


Dr. V. indeed maintains, f that tho' the Romiſþ Laity gz;, gn 


be not allow'd to fetch their Knowledge of Religion im- 


+ Annotations on 1 Cor. xiv, 36—38. pag. 124. | 
| 2 mediately 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture; 


mediately from the Holy Books, yet they are carefully iu. 


firaded in all the Things they ought 20 believe or practiſe 


either by Catechiſias or Catechi/tical IuſtruFions, by publick 
Sermons. and Exhortations; he complains that ſome of their 
Adverſaries have been perſwaded, that they preach'd in La- 
tin to tbe P and defireth they would but come awd 
bear them: Tit the worſt, ſays he, I wiſh them. 

I. As Juſtice is the firſt Thing we owe to every 


FE acknowledge, that if any Proteſtant has thought, ſthat the 
learned Papiſts preach; now-a-days in Latin, he was miſ- 
LL Bar 


But, tho? they preach in a known Tongue, 100-7 
do it ſo ſeldom, that the common People have full time 
to forget what they have been taught. That the Divine 
Fruths may make their Way and fix themſelves in the 
Minds: of the Ignorant, it is not enough they ſhould be 
offer'd at Hows x agen 2 15 . 2 * ſome 
peculiar they mu inculcated, repeated ovet 
and over again; to Explain them ought to be the Work 
= Seaſons, of ax noe Year. 1 

II. Were pr vlic ions never ſo frequent amongſt 
them, yet, we could not but find Fault, that the People are 
deprived of another excellent Means of Knowledge, name. 


o 


ly, the of the Scriptures, as if Science coul 
be cotivey'd to them by too many Channels; It is plain 


St. Paul purſued a quite different Method: He was as in- 
duſtrious, I hope, as any Romiſh Teacher, in propagating the 
Goſpel ; he preach'd as conftantly, exhorted as powertully 
as any ofthem, and yet, he commends the Bereavs as Men 


of a'Noble Spirit, for ſearching the Scriptures a 
» n« © 


ther the things were ſuch as he had taught them; 

fallible, He would not have them rely upon his bare 
Word; He was ſo far from thinking, that Chriſtians could 
know too much, that, he wiſheth, t t be filled 


hey migh 
i. 9. wih the Knowledge f God's Will, ts all Mice and Si, 


"IV. It How' is i Romiſo 
IV. If our Dr. true, How is it, that the Rami 

Laity is the moſt Ignorant of any in the Chriſtian World; 
and no where more abſurdly ſo, than where there are moſt 


Prieſts and Friars? I grant, that in France and here in 


England, they have ſomewhat better Notions of Things; 
but, for theſe they are indebted, either to the Intercourſe 


they have with the Proteſtants thas — 
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de greater Cate taken here for their InſtruQion, than 
would be, if they lived abroad. Ty, a 

V. And after all, the Benefit is very little, which an il- 4 Critical 
literate Layman can receive from the Sermons he hears in 7 «4, 
that Communion. I don't deny but in ſome Places; there are be Ser- 
nom and then pretty good ones preached, tho' the beſt by 7%. 
much, in my Opinion, are thoſe, that are deſign'd to recom =» Cale 
mend the Dutiesof Morality; the others, wherein the great pg 
Truths of Religion are explained, falling very ſnort of * ” 
them ;/But even, the beſt of the firſt Kind ſeem to me, ge- | 
nerally ſpeaking, to carry notorious Defects along with 
them; my —_— be ſaid ro contain' an Expoſition of 
any Part of Scripture, the Texts read at the Head of them; 
being rather ornamental Quotations than Foundations of 
Dodrine. They are pompous Declamations, adorned with 
elaborated Characters; ingenious and lively Deſcriptions of 
the Manners of the Age, rather than clear and methodi- 
cal Explications of the Nature of Virtnesand Vices; They 
ſeem calculated, rather to ſtir up the Paſſions, than to en- 
lighten the Underſtanding ; to Pleaſe than to luſtruct; to 
ſet off the Parts of the Author, than to amend the Hearts 
of the Hearers. One fees in them a Worldly Orator, ra- 
ther than a Chriſtian Teacher; a Man, that minds his Pe- 
riods and Expreſſions, fully as much, if not more, than 
the Things themſelves; a deal of a florid Rhetorick, very 
little of an Apoſtolical Simplicity; a Plenty of Words, a 
Scarcity of Thoughts; too many Warrants quoted out of 
fallible Writers, too few out of the Scriptures, and even 
thoſe few, often applied with ſo little Regard to their ori- 
ginal Meaning, that I don't queſtion, but thoſe fine 4 
ers would ſcruple to cite a Paſſage out of Virgil or Horace 
in the ſame manner. If ſach, for the generality, are their 
very beſt Sermans, what can be the worſt? Henry Stephens 
in his Apology for Herodote will inſtruct and divert any cu- 
rious Man on this Subject; I have myſelf heard ſome Diſs 
courſes in Iraiy and even in France, which were cramm'd, 
either with Nonſenſe or with flat Impieties, or with a perfect 
Ridicule; I have ſeen a whole Audience ſet a Laughing; 
and truly, except one had been in a very moroſe and me- 
lancholy Mood, he muſt have joined with them. Dr. . 
may judge from thence, that he ventur'd too far, when he 
gave full hopes to the Proteſtants, they would be well 
pleaſed with the Preachers of his Communion ; Very like- 
ly, the Reaſon, which he went upon, was, that he _—_ 

; cou 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
could give them a much greater Satisfaction; and I mak 
no doubt of it; but then, I would have him anſwer for 
himſelf alone. 

Wheleſome AS I am upon this Head, I ſhall take Advantage of the 

Advie preſent Opportunity, to tell him, that I have, not only 

wer to heard many of their Sermons, but ſeen the chief Devotions, 

; Br. W. that are in Vogue in 1taly, and all the Ceremonies of the 

| : Holy Week ; that I have been preſent, when the Pope has 

officiated upon ſome _ folemn Occaſions; and that I 
met there with a proper Employment only for my Senſes 
and Fancy, but with none for my Underſtanding ; That! 
found myſelf agreeably amuſed for ſome Moments, tired 
at laſt, except with Muſick, ſometimes ſhocked, but never 
edify'd; That I could not help thinking, that, if a Heathen 
had been an Eye-witneſs of all the Homages paid to the 
Pope in the Church itſelf, he would have been neceſlarily 
induced to take him for the Being, that was worſhipped 
in the Place. As therefore I have been credibly informed 
that Popery, ſuch as it is taught in Exgland by Miſſiona- 
ries, is freer from Pageantry and more Rational, than as 
it is practiſed at Rome, the very Center of it; and as one 
good Turn deſerves another, fo, I hope, Dr. . will take 
t in good Part, if, for his fair and kind Wiſhes, I give 
him this wholeſome Advice, namely, to hinder by all poſ- 
fible means his Exgl;þ Converts, from ever going into 
_{zaly or Spain, for tear, leſt they finding, that Things have 
been ſtrangely miſrepreſented to them, ſhould be tempted 
to think again for themſelves; in which caſe, it is ten to 
one, but they would tarn as hearty Proteſtants, as they had 
been imprudent Papiſts. 
JBeChurch III. My laſt Reflection on this Head ſhall be this: Any 
Rome Man, that ſeriouſly confiders, how the Church of Rome now 
to- [lands affected towards the Holy Scriptures, muſt una- 
mardi the voidably be ſurprized at the great Revolutions that happen, 

H. Scrip- 7 the long run, in Men's Opinions and Behaviour: He 

tures, as muſt wonder how a Thing formerly recommended as an 
ms unvaluable Treaſure, could fall under the utmoſt Diſere- 
Dent did dit and Neglect. When Chriſtianity was (till in its Cradle, 
formerly. its Nurſing- Fathers look'd upon the Holy Scriptures as the 
wholeſomeſt Food for it; they made it their chief Buſineſs 

to miniſter it daily to their Babes, who, by a conſtant Uſe 

of the ſame, grew up to Men in ſo little while, and ſpread 

ſo vailly, that the World was ſurpriſed to find itſelf Chri- 

ſtian: Now: a- days, thoſe that ſet up for the beſt Friends 

| | of 
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of that Profeſſion, being afraid, that the ſame Food ſhould 
throw its Members into a kind of Conſumption, will not 


ſuffer them to bring it near their Month, but with all the 
Caution imaginable. The Heathens, the warmeſt Adverſaries 
of Chriſtians, did all they could, to extort it from them, as 


thinking the Deſtroying of it would be the Ruin of them; Now 


it is thought, that the more ſparingly they taſte of it, the heal- 
thier they will be: Formerly, thoſe, who, being overcome by 
the Violence of Perſecutions, delivered 15 — Holy Books, 
were deſpiſed as Apoſtat es, and called Traytors; but now 
thoſe, who tamely ſubmit never to look into them, but 
when they have Leave given them, ate adopted by the Tra- 
ditionary Church, as her moſt hopeful Children. Tertullian 
mentions ſome Hereticks, whom he calls 2 People, 4 that 
fly away from the Light of the Scriptures ; But now, thoſe 
4 keep at a Diſtance from it, are commended as the on- 
ly true Orthodox; So that, the Face of the Chriſtian World 
is quite changed; its preſent Patrons behave very much 
like its ancient Deſtroyers; Thoſe, who, in the primitive 
Ages, were ſo tenacious of their Holy Books, as to chuſe 
rather to part with their Lives, than with them, were ac- 
counted Heroes; Thoſe, that endeavour to imitate them, 
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are branded for Hereticks: But if it is ſo now, is was wot Matt. xit; 


Jo from the Beginning. 
II. Three Principles bf the Romaniſts, which are 


entirely deſtruttive of the Authority of the 


Holy Scriptures. 


The Romani not contented with this firlt Outragedohe 


to the Word of God, make bold to offer it another more 
cutting, if poſſible. One might have thought that their ptb- 


© hibiting it to be read indifferently by every Body, proceeded 
from a kind of Reſpect for it; in the ſame manner, as it 


was unlawful under the Moſaica/ Diſpenſation, for any 
Man, but the High-Prieſt, to enter into the Holy of Ho- 


lies ; but they are ſo kind, as to prevent our entertaining ſo 
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34 Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
; groſs a Miſtakez and no doubt, but in this caſe, tho? It is 
not always ſo with them, their Theory and their Practice 
are very conſiſtent: Many Principles they hold, which are 
intirely deſtructive of the Authority of our Divine Scrip- 

tures. 
1% Prinei- The Firſt is this, That they bave mo Authority of their 
„ The Own, or, if they have any, that it is derived to themintirely 
criptures from the Church, without which, they ſhould be of no man- 
have ne ner of Weight. And upon this Article they have expreſſed 
Authority their Mind in the harſheſt and moſt offenſive Terms. One 
of their || Wolfgangus Hermannus ſaid, that the Scriptures being de- 
own. flitute of the Teftimony of the Church, have no more Authe« 
| rity than Eſop's Fables Which Words Cardinal Hofezs, 
writing againſt Brentius, avers as containing a true and ſound 
Doct᷑rine; Bayle the Jeſuit ſpeaksvery much to the ſame 
Purpoſe: Stapleton Profeſſor of Divinity at 'Doxay, ſaid 
oder and over again, that, the 5. * confidered in it 
ſelf, is not ſo much the Rule of Faith, as the Faith of the 
-Charch is the Rule of the Scriptures themſelves. In the 
Council held at Rome by Gregory VII. it was determin'd, 
that f no Chapter and no Book Jhould be received as Canoms- 
cal, withont the Pope's Authority; ſo that, if his Holineſs 
was ever pleaſed to declare, that there is no Word of 
- God, we ſhould believe it; and if He does it not, God 
ſurely ſtands highly obliged to him for his Complaiſance. 
If any of my R has the Curiofity to conſult t Peter 
du Moulin, from whom I have borrowed theſe Teſtimo- 
nies, he will be ſurpriz d to ſee, how warm and induſtrious 
the moſt celebrated Romiſh Writers: have ſhewed themſelves 
in pulling down the Credit of the Scriptures, and in raiſing 
upon their Ruins the Authority of the Church; In which 
Lv followed the Example, given them by the Fathers 
Jof Trent, who willingly ſaffered the Credit of the Scrip- 


I Jurien,  Prijugts legitimer contre be_Papiſme, Part ii. oh, vii 


«104. 2 
r. Catechiſme de Controverſe, Quaſtiom 12. de Þ Ecritare. 
De Author... Script. lib. ii. cap. ii, whey 
+. Baren. Annal. Anno 1076. f 
4 Trait du Fage des Controver. pag. 19 — 32. 
F See the Debate occaſioned by es Motion of Vincent Lunelle, 
in the Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, by Fa Parley rranilated 
by Amelet, pag. 138, ad Annum 1546. | | 
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£ Popery an Enemy io Scripture, 
tures to be brought into Queſtion, and toſſed to and fro 
between litigious Men, provided their Church's Infallibility, 


that moſt unwarrantable Prerogative, was allowed, and not 
at all inquired into. Two Vouchers more I may quote of a 


later Date; Every body knows, that the Fanſenifts have ſig- 


nalized themſelves in extolling the Excellency of the Holy 
Scriptures; and yet, one of their chief Champions, Mr. 
Arnaud himſelf, has advanced in his * Apology for the Ca- 
#halicks, that it were a mere Folly, a Fully clearer than broad 


that the Goſbels of St. Matthew and of St. Mark, the Books 


of K ings aud Chronicles were written by Inſpired Men. The 


Author of the Book intitled, Sure footing in Cbriſtianity, at- 


firms, That + ir cannot be made evident to the Vulgar, that 


Scriptare was written by Men divinely inſpired, fo that we 
have only the Warrant of the Church, that it was ſo. E- 


im as a Maſter ſent from God, and yet they pretend that 


bis Authority over them depends ultimately upon their ; 


good Will; and has no better Ground, than that of a Wri- 
ter of Fables: They build all their Hopes on his Doctrine 


contained in our Sacred Volumes, and they maintain, that 
. thoſe Volumes cannot be proved to be Divine! But (God 
de thanked! ) they have a better Right to Men's Obedience, 


than any, which they could receive from the Patronage of 


. Kome; ſhould that Communion fink into nothing, the 


- Scriptures would maintain their Ground; and the lower it 


is brought, with grepter Sway will they rule. 


It is affirmed, that they cannot be proved to come from 


| God: What? Do they bear no Chatacter of Divinity? Is 


- 


there none | the excellent Doctrine which they deliver, 
hrilt's 


no. not in Sermon upon the Mount? None in 


thoſe efficacious Motives they offer to a Holy Life; None 


in the glorious .Promiſes and the dreadful Threatnings of 


the Goſpel; None in the very Miracles and Prophecies of 


our Savſour and his Apoſtles ; None in the rapid Conver- 
fion ofthe whole World, which they brought about: None 


1 n 


® Apologie pour les Catholiguet, cite dans ?E/prit de Mr. Ar- 


| naud, Part i. Obſervat. v. p.16 


N 2. 
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Popery an Enemy to Scriptufe: 


in the laſting Effects of their Preaching ; is there no Cha» 
racer of Divinity in all this? The Reverend Leaders of 


the Church of Kome cannot diſcern a me But, 


ſurely, they are either very dim-fighted, or to be per- 
ſuaded. What Grounds therefore do they go upon, to re- 
ceive the Scriptures as Divine? Do they do it out of Courte- 
ſy and becauſe they pleaſe ? What Ry Medly of Incre- 
dulity and Credulity in the ſame Head 
II. If the Holy Scriptures have no Stamp of Divinity 
inted upon them, I would fain know, whether, when 
the Church of Rome declareth them to come from God, 
ſhe conveys into them ſome Characters of Divinity they 
had not before; If ſhe does, what are ? If ſhe does 
not, they muſt remain ſuch as they were, deſtitute of all 
Authority; Except that Church can make a thing more ex- 
cellent than it was, without procuring any the leaſt Al- 
teration in its Nature and Properties; which is more, we 
may preſame, than God himſelf can do. 
III. If the Seriptures have no Authority of their own, 
undoubtedly they can confer none at all; From whence 
therefore have the Romaniſts fetched their Titles to Infal- 
libility? Hath Heaven favoured them with ſome peculiar 
Diploma ſecretly conveyed to them? For our Converfion's 
ſake, let them ſhew it. Shall we admit of the Miracles 
which they boaſt of, as ſufficient Credentials ? But, were 
they as Genuine as. they are Fictitious, why ſhould we 
grant their Infallibility to be well eſtabliſhed by them, ſince 
they will not allow the Scripture-Miracles to be a Proof 
of the Divinity of our Sacred Books? Shall they take Ad- 
vantage of any Declaration contained in them, as made in 
their behalf? But then, if they will have thoſe Letters of 
Nob:lity to ſerve their Turn, let them not tear them to 
Pieces, or bring them under Diſcredit beforehand; other- 
Wiſe, they will be reduced to this unaccountable Extremity 


- (which is truly their caſe) to prove their Ry from the 


Scripture, and the Authority of the Scripture from their 
own, than which nothing can be more abſurd ; From whence 
it follows, that, if Infallibility was promiſed in the Scripture 
to any particular Church, it could not be aſcertained by 
the Principles of the Romaniſts; whereas it could, by thoſe 
of the Proteſtants ; and conſequently, that, to turn Papiſt 
with any Colour of Reaſon, one muſt begin by being in 
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IV. But it were a Trifle, if their Pretenſions only were 
ſank by their very Principles; the worſt of all is, that Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf is undone by them; For, if it cannot be made 
out, that the Monuments, on which it relies intirely, are of 
a divine Original ; it can by no means be demonſtrated, that 
Chriſtianity is a divine Revelation; at leaſt, no Man, that 
does not acknowledge the pretended Authority of the 
Church of Rome, can be made ſenſible it is ſo; Conſequent- 
Iy, no Heathen, no Few can with any Shadow of Reaſon 
be perſuaded to embrace it as ſuch; for, why ſhould they 
ſurrender to Proofs taken out of a Book, deſtitute itſelf of 
all Authority, which its Abettors trample under Foot ? Such 
are the monſtrous Inconfiſtencies and Abſurdities ariſing 
from this Principle of the Romani/ts, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are indebted, not to themſelves, but to the Church, for 
the Authority they are cloatbed with ; it implies no leſs than 
the utter Ruin and total Overthrow of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. "oy 
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But were the Holy Scriptures allowed to have ſome Au- zd Prin- 
thority eſſentially belonging to them, they would in good ciple. 


Meaſure loſe it by another Principle of the Romanrſts, The Scrip- 


namely, that They are an imperſect Rule of Faith, and do tures con- 
not teach every thing, that is to be believed and practiſed in lain but 
order to Salvation. I his Article ſtands expreſly determin'd * **per- 


ſect᷑ Reve- 


in the Decrees of the Council of Trent, and in the Cate- Haw wage” 
chiſm compos'd by the Orders of that Aſſembly ; It is de- %, 


clared there, that the wmwrittes Traditions joined with 
the Kcripturet, contain the compleat Body of the Chriſtian 
Doctrine, and * owght to be received and bonoured with equal 
prons Affection and Reverence, Bellarmine ſays poſitively, 
that the Scriptures are not f ax intire, but only a partial 
460 of 25 and that, + without the 44, wagy, ' 2 are 
nei nece nor ſuſficient. Greg ence 
makes it the Tag of a Chapter, that || che is not 
6 ſufficient Rule of Faith, becauſe it does not contain every 
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Council of Trent, Sefl. iv. 

+ Lib. iv. de verbo non ſeripto, cap. 12. | 
Ibid. cap. 4. | 
Anahby/. Fid. lib. iv. c. 3. quoted by du Moulin, Trait. du. Jug 


4 Controver ſes, pag. 28. | | 
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thing: Well may the Komaniſts charge the Holy Scriptures, 
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with ImperfeQion, if all the particular Doctrines and Prac+ 
tices, Which they have tacked to Religion, neceſlarily be- 
long to it; ſeeing they can never ſupport them by any De- 
claration from thence. But here lies the grand Point be- 
tween Them and Us; We think they are no Part of Chri- 
ſtianĩty, becauſe not mentioned in our Sacred Books; and 
They think they are, tho” not taught in them: Which of 
theſe two Opinions does more Honour to God and his 
Laws, any unprejudiced Man will eafily determine. 

Confuta- I. Is it not fir more agreeable to the Wiſdom and Good- 
tion of the neſs of God, fince he was pleafed to reveal to his Crea- 
24 Prin. tures the true Way to Happineſs, that he ſhould grant them 
cit, a perfect Diſcovery of it, rather than a partial and ſeanty 
One; and ſhonld convey it to them by one fare Channel, 
than pitch upon two different Ways; a fafe one, that of 
Writing ; the other, exceedingly uncertain and fallacious, 
that of Oral Tradition; and that this laſt is ſuch, the incom- 

parable Tillotſan has * proved beyond Demonſtration. 

II. It would be more ſurpriſing ſtill, if God, having re. 
vealed to ns but a Part of his Will, had not expreſly told 
us, where and from whom we could ſecurely learn the 
reſt; if he had not adviſed us, for Inſtance, to apply our 
ſelves to the Church, and even to the Church of Rome, us 
the only Depoſitary of perfect Knowledge; His Silence 4 
bout a Point of ſach an Importance, Would be indeed an 
unaccountable Omiſſion in the Holy Scriptures. | 

III. But why ſhould we furmife, that our gracious God 
bas been ſhort in furniſhing us with all the neceſſiry Means 

b of Salvation, ſeeing the Holy Men, whom he commiſſioned 
. xx. zy for that very Purpoſe, affure the Chriſtians, that rhey Hive 
t banned to declare unto them all the Connſel of God; 
2 Tim. ii. that all Scriptare is given by Iifyiration of God, nd ir pro- 
16, 17. fitable for DoBrine, for Reprof, for Corretton, for Iaſtrur- 
tion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God thay be 4 8 
thorozghly furniſhed unto all good Yorks. Is this the De- 
ſcription of an imperfect Revelation ? And if all this is to 
be found. in the Holy Scripture, what can we poſſibly de- 

fire more? 2 | 
| „ IV. St. Paul declareth in the moſt pregnant T. that 
i. 8,9.5f any Mar, if He himſelf, if a Arigel from Heaven fhowld 
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preach unto us any other (Goſpel, than that, which' he had 
preached, be ſhould be accurſed. But this Command cannot 
well be reconcil'd with theſe Words of Salmeron, * The 
Doctrine of Faith admits of Additions in Things Eſſential ; 
nor with the Behaviour of Les X. who in his Ball, called 
Exarge, pronounceth Anathema againſt Lzther, becauſe 
be had ſaid, amongſt other things, that, certainly it was wot 
in the Power of the Church or of the Pope to make Articles 
of Farth. Some other ſuch Paſlages the Reader will meet 
with in Peter du Moxlin's j Works, out of which theſe have 
been taken. And now, who can forbear being ſcandalized 
at the unexampled raſhneſs of theſe Men, who aſſume to 
themſelves to be God's Comnmſellors, As if Salvation was their 


own, they pretend in a manner to offer it upon their own 31 


Terms; or, as if it was too caſy to come at, they make 
the way to it more rugged and difficult, by multiplying 
the Conditions, that were expreſly appointed for its Attain- 
ment; whereas, it it had been | abr gg upon the Perfor- 
mance of one ſingle Article, ſurely, no more ſhould be 
accounted neceflary. 


But further, were the Scriptures as full, as poſſible, in 3d Princi- 


— betore us the great Lines of all our Duties, that ple. 
woul 


be but of very little ſervice, becauſe their Iuſtruc- The Holy 
tions are ſurrounded with ſo thick a Miſt, that no Lay- man Scriptures 
Eyes can ſee thro) it; Whenever the Romiſs Doctors ſet a- are dark 
bout this Topick, they dwell ſo long upon it, they ſwell a= ab- 
their Exaggerations to that Degree, that one would be apt Vue. 


to think, that our Sacred Oracles are as obſcure as thoſe of 
Delphos ; that under every Word there lies a Snake; aud 
that an illiterate Man cannot preſume to put any Senſe 
upon them, without expoſing himſelf to an eminent Dan- 


ger of falling into ſome groſs Error or damnable Here- 
Y, 


except, according to the Order of the Council of Trent, 
he-takes along with him the Fathers and Tradition for his 

faithful Guides, 
We readily grant, that our Holy Books are not clear 
where, nor for every ſort of Perſons, howloever 
Js We grant, there are in 
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them many Places, which not only the ignorant Laity, bus 
even the acuteſt Criticks will perhaps never thoroughly 


underſtand ; But withal we affirm, 
I. That moſt of thoſe Places, if not all, that are dark to 
us, might be very clear to thoſe, who lived in the Times 
Then : and that the Difficuky which we 
meet with now-a days, to find out their wne Meaning, 
ariſ-th from Cauſes which are no ways prejudicial to their 
native Clearnels ; as it is agreed among the moſt judicious 
Commentators of all Communions. 4 
II. That the Fundamental Truths, and the Eſſential 
Duties of Religion, are ſo clearly taught in our Sa- 
cred Writings, 15 often repeated and inculcated, that a- 
ny Man of common Senſe, if he be of a teachable and 


pious Diſpoſition, will infallibly come to as fall and cer- 


in Knowledge of them, as is required of him in order to 
his Salvation. The Lines, in which they are drawn, ſhine 
yith ſo much Brightnefs, that they ſeem to be written with 
the Rays of the Sun. e | 

III. We make bold to ſay, there is no capital Doctrine, 


| - but js delivered in the Holy Writ, with greater Plaianeſs, 


and in Words more levelled to the meaneſt Capacities, than 
they are in the Decrecs and Canens of the Church of 


Rome, © 


IV. To maintain the contra , is to refle& upon God 
himſelf the Author of the Holy Scriptures; for, either he 


could not make us a full and clear Revelation of our Du» 
ties, or he would not; The Romaniſts cannot ſay the firlt, 
without imputing to the moſt perfect Being an Impertec- 
tion, which they think themſelves free from, ſeeing they 
ſet up for the cleareſt Heads and the beſt Teachers in 
matters of Religion; Fo ſay, that, 26 be could, . 
world not, were to repreſent the moſt amiable of Beings, 
like that wicked Roman Emperor, who, when he publiſhed 


any new Laws, took care, they ſhould be written in ſo 


minute Characters, and the Braſs Tables, on which they 

ere engraven, IO high, that no Body could read 

2 obo might have an Opportunity to pu- 
ingers. 

V. The Romaniſis cannot profeſs ſuch a Doctrine, 
without giving the Lye to the Holy Writers, who afiirm, 
that, the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the Sim- 
ple, that it enlightens the Eyes; that, God's Hord is, 4 
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Lamp unte our Feet, and a Light unto our Path; And, it is 
much to be feared, that the Goſpel is ſo much hid 10 fhem, 2 Cor. iv. 
only, becauſe the God of this World has blinded their Mind; 3, 4. 
becauſe Mammon has perſuaded them, that the ſpreading 
ſuch an Opinion, would be to them an inexhauſtible Fund 
of worldly Grandeur and Riches. | 
VI. I could ſhew it eontradicted by numberleſs Paſſages 
out of the Fathers of the beſt and pureſt Ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, did not I chuſe to omit them, either becauſe they 
are well known, or to be met with every where in Wri- f 
ters on this Subject, as well as for brevity fake. 
But how much ſoever I aim at Brevity, yet, I cannot Cn 
help placing here an Obſervation, which, at firſt fight, /;4ion of 
may appear very odd, and which nevertheleſs I take to be 5. Roma- 
well grounded. The Church of Rome cannot be ſaid to it in this | 
be laviſh of the Praiſes, which ſhe beſtows on the Holy re/pe&. . 
Scriptures; and yet, it ſeems, that, in ſome Circumſtan- 
ces, ſhe pays them greater Compliments, than Her Princi- 
ples allow Her to do: The Council of Tren declareth, 
that, the Traditions and the Scriptares being the two Parts, 
that conſtitute and compleat the Word of God, ongbe to 
be received * and honoured with an equal pious Afﬀetti- 
on and Reverence. But why ſo? For Tradition, having, 
as they at other times contend, the Advantage of the 
Scriptures in point of clearneſt, fulneſs and certainty, is 
upon theſe Accounts intitled to a larger ſhare of Reſpect 
than they are. This Inconſiſteney of theirs will be the 
more * if we conſider, Firſt, How greatly they . 
magnify Tradition, how much they revile the Scriptures; ; 
Salmeron declareth, that, Scripture + rather commends Tra- | 
dition, than Tradition does the Scripture, and conſequently, 
that Tradition is much more neceſſary; that, this is meeaf! 
10 clear many donbts, which are not explained in the Holy 
Writ.” Cardinal Baronins 4 fays, that, Traditions are more 
excellent than the Scriptures, becauſe the Scriptures cannot 
2 if they are not confirmed by Tradition, whereas 
raditions ſtand firm and unſbalen, without the Holy Serip- 
tures. Peter du Moulin * quotes a world of Pallages to 


* sabe . , Tom. xl. Par. Ahr. 93. t Anal. 
om. 1. Farien, | itimes contre a- 
piſne, Part M. ch. vii. p. 101. mene concerning Tradin | 
tions, Ch, vis. p. 55=—79- | * hs 
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this ſame purpoſe; Secondly, The Romiſo Doctors are fo 
conſtant in commending I radition, that they never ſay an 
thing, that may derogate from it; whereas, for one ood 
Word, which they give now and then to the Holy Scrip- 
tures (rather, it ſeems, out of Formality, than out of a 
deep and ſincere ReſpeQ) they uiter thouſands, and thoſe 
very harſh ones, to their Diſpatagement; as I ſhall have 
further occaſion to ſhew under the following Head. 


III. The Romanifts 7 of the Holy Serip- 
tures with the utmoſt Contempt. 


And here indeed the KRowifb Doctors are copious beyond 
Imagination, iaduſtrious in finding out new Expreſſions of 
Contumely and Spight ; They fall upon the Scriptures tooth 
and nail, as Beaſts of Prey upon an harmleſs Lamb, and 
with the utmoſt Rage and Fury tear it to Pieces ; Let us 
but take a ſhort Survey of their.unmerciful Temper. 

I. In all well regulated Societies there is ſo much Re- 
Þc& paid to the Laws, on which their Conſtitutiou and Pre- 
ſervation depends, as to have all the publick and private Con- 
troverſtes determined by them; But tho? it is agreed on all 
Hands, that the Chriſtian Commonwealth is founded on 
the Scriptures, yet, the Divines of Rowe avoid, as much 
3s they can, to have the Matters in debate tried by them. 
In the Council of Trent, the Italian Doctors oppoſed 
with all their might that way of Procceding, as one, * ihat 
had teen found to be 2 Efficacy aud Service; and 
which would give all the Advantage io the Lutherans in 
their preſent Debates ; Richard da Mans declared in that 
7 that, f the Schookmen bad ſo well cleared the Matters 


Faith, that they were no more to be learnt from the Holy 
erieprares ; Mr. Raſbworth is of Opinion that, che Cartho» 
bel ſham d never undertake to coudiuce his Adverſary aut of 

ale Scripture, hecauſe this were to fireugthen his Opponent 
n bis own Ground and Principle, viz. that all 1s #0 be 
proved out of Seriptare, which, he tells us immediately after, 
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is no more fit to convince, than a Beatle is to cnt withal.” 
The Jauſeniſtr affirm, that, 20 pretend to inſtruct Men 
in the Faith from the Scripture, is a way netorionfly ridiew- 
lons and impoſſible, 4 excredingly long and tedions, attended 
with g inſuperable 0 acles and Diffcalties; ſo that God can- 
wot poffibly have d wpon it as a means of Salvation. 

II. This is ba moogh, but very moderate in Compariſon 
of what follows; The Author of The ſare foiting-iv © in Chri- 
ſftianity, ſays, that, Scriptures are ns — bur Ink va- 
riouſly figured in @ Book; He calls them anſenſed Chara» 
fters, * waxen-natired Words, not yet ſehſed, nor having 
any certain Interpreter, but fit zo be plaid npon diverſly by 
quirks of Wit, that i to blunder and confound, but 10 
clear little or not 
ſy fa fathers itſelf upon — Cofteras the Jeſuit calls them 4 

dend letter, + that fuſfers icſeif to be wwreſied and bent to- 
all manner of wrong meanings; A Scabbard, that admns of 
all forts of Swe ds, th they be made of Steel, Lead or 
od: Some others have honoured them with the glorious 


Epithers of à filling 33 a mute Rule, a dumb Jadge, a 


— -block by a * ſreret Fu of God lard in the 
2 FA hoſe, who wonld reſt upon it alone, _ 
4 as it oo fall into e: A waren thing, that bas 


will yield nd bend all manuer of 5; being as eſp 
even eaſier) to wreſt them and prove from them 

and im r Half-Feet, or Half 
Sener Wedding · Songs, or tbing 


III. The Scriptures, according to the & are 
not only a d eſpicable _ "bat one of the worſt and 


, 24 2 . ap 47 X Calvinifies, ch 2 Pag 752 
ruæe « 1 Pag. 232. g. ; 
+4 5 U 


_ ix 4th. 
11 Faith, e 


888 n de 39 ch. of Tertullian s 
ted by Du Malin Ibid, P. 31, 32. 


hat, every filly and upſtart flere- 
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Popery an Enemy t Scripture - 
moſt dangerous; They are f more to raiſe Debates 
than to compoſe them, a Field 8 3 People; 
4 two-handed Sword; ſome, for having meddled with them, 


have turned Atheiſts, The Bi met at Bonoxia, re- | 


ort the + Bible was the 


. to Falizs IIld, that, in 


ook, which above all others had raiſed thoſe Tempeſts and 


Hhirkvings, which they were almoſt carried away with. 
IV. The Natural inference from all this if” true) is 
undoubtedly, that the beſt Service, one could do to the 
Chriſtian World, would be, to deſtroy-ſuch a dangerous 
Weapon, as the Bible, or at leaſt, to have it put outofthe 
way. And this was publickly agreed ,to in the very 
Council of Trent by Antony Mariner, who ſaid, that, 


_ Che Church bad bees erſect before of the Apoſtles 
bad written, and that ah — bave red for nothing, if 
Der, 


nothing had been written; Bayle the Jeſuit in the f Contro- 

hat Catechiſm, - he compoſed and publiſhed by the Or- 
der of the Archbiſhop of Boxrdeaxx, lays, that, even not- 
days the Church might well ſubſiſt and be preſerved with- 
ons the Scripture; Hall, Lindanxs, that, provided 
Tradition remains whole and intire, tho" the Scriptures 
were loſt, burnt or annihilated, the Doctrine uon d ſuffer 
xo detramens; Jobs le Fevre, Vicar of the Biſhop of Cen- 
ftance, that, * we conld do very well, without the Old and 
New Teftament, and live very 2 without the 
Goſpel; And another 4 went ſo far, as to ſay, that, If 
Sz. Paul's Epiſtles were in no body elſe's Hands but his own, 
be would burn them, becanſe they N for nothing elſe 
but to raiſe Diſputes. If fo, ſurely God is much to blame, 
that He ſent his own Son into the World, to preach a 
Doctrine, that was ſo little worth hearing; He intended to 
fave Mankind, and He has undone it; For a Wile Being he 
pitched upon very wrong Meaſures: Why therefore do 


. 


— __ — 


— 


+ Pierre Charron, zeme Veriti, by Da Moul. Thid. 


Fer ., 7 Quoted by Tilbe. Vol. I. Sem. xxx. 


Fra Paolo Hift. du Conc. de Trente, Seſſ. iii. Liv. ii. p. 139. 
+ Catechi/me des Controwerſes, quoted by Furien, Prijugts begi- 
times contre le Papi ns, Part II. ch. vii. p. 9. t Lib. de 
Qptimo genere interpratand. in Pref. — | by 7erieu, Ibid. 
wr CG * 98. + Quoted by the fame, 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 


the Romaniſls themſelves co 
Proſelytes to the Goſpel ? 
tend to impoſe upon whole Nations, dark, im 
Laws, deſtitute of all intrinfſick Authority; ſuch, as a + 
petty Court of Judicature would-be aſhamed to govern - 
itſelf by? How can they anſwer for their Behaviour to 
God whom they blaſpheme, to Men whom t 


aſs Sea and Land to make Marth. 
ith what Face can they pre- XXIIi. 15. 


— wrong, 
to their Conſciences which they oppoſe? 0 ! tell it not in 2 Samuel 
Gath, pabliſÞ it not in the Streets of Askelon, there is & i. 20. 


mong Chriſtians a Sect, that ſhews the utmoſt Contempt 
for thoſe very Books, which are the only Ground of their 
Faith and Hopes; that call the Living Oracles of God 4 
dead, a killing Letter; that forbid the Reading of the 
as being highly dangerous; Tell it not, publiſh it not; le 
the Turks rejoice, leſt the Uncircumciſed, leſt the Heathens 
triumpb; Or if you cannot intirely conceal it, ſay they are 
Papiſts, Romaniſts. And let them not complain, that we 
charge their whole Church with the extravagant Impieties of 
ſomeof their Members ; Did they abhor them,as they ſhould, 
they would never have ſuffered them to be ſpoken in ch 
an Aſſembly as that of Treat, to be publickly Printed; 
They would have cenſured their Authors, branded their 
Books with Infamy ; Their inaQivity in this Reſpe&, can- 
not but be taken for a tacit Approbation, or an horrible 
Connivance; Beſides, as theſe ſhocking Aſſertions follow 
naturally from Principles generally acknowledged and 
maintained amongſt them, they are juſtly accountable for 


IV. The Romaniſts 'don't ſeruple to make De- 
crees diametrically oppofite to the acknowleds 
| Deciſions of the Holy Scriptures. c 


Suppoſe, that in the Church of Rome, they entertained 
the higheſt Value for, and ſpoke with the moſt profound 
Reſpect of the Holy Scriptures, would Chriſtianity be much 
the , if, notwithſtanding all that outward formal Re- 
gard, they thought themſelves at liberty to lay aſide the 
cleareſt and moſt expreſs Deciſions of Scriptures, and to 
make quite contrary ones ? No certainly. , 


+” 1. Buy 


— 
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_ tbid. P- 47, 48. 
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I. But, that they arrogate to themſelves this enormous Pre- 
rogative, appears from the Declaration of Innocent III. 
* According to the fulneſt of our Power we may diſpenſe 
with what is right and above what is right; which the 


ale — theſe Terms, He (the Pope) diſpenſeth 
exainft the Apoſtle, Item, againſt the Old Teſtament. Item, 


in matter of /ouws aud Oaths ; The ſame is affirmed in the 
Glas on the Canon, Lector. And Cardinal Beflarmine 


1. writing againſt Barcklay has theſe Words; The Pape 


—— with the Vows and Oaths, thhich, according 1. 
4 Commands, ought to be performed, and the accompliſh 
ang of which is of «a Divine Right; Yet, to ſoften the 
.Harfhneſs of ſo crude an Afertion, he adds, fie diſpenſeth, 
mat, that He it bimielf above the Law of God, but, becanſe 
He interprets, or declareth, 2bat it is God's Will, that, in 


uch or ſuch @ Caſe the Oath or Vow ſhom ld be looſed, i. e. 


that ſuch or ſuch a Man be nat bound to perform either 
of them; Which ſets the Pope at full Liberty to prohibit 
og command what He pleaſcth, againſt the plain Injun&i- 
"offs of God, as if he had a peculiar Revelation from Hes. 
vert, that, the ſapreme -Law-giver, in a particular ſuppoſed 
"Caſe, had altered his general Mind: And conſequently im- 
3 him, to turn upſide down all Religion, and to 
make Virtue Vice, and Vice Virtue. 
II. But how abſurd and boundlefs ſaoever this Theor 
be, their Practice is perfectly agreeable to it; I ſhall bring 
ſome few Inſtances out of many. 

I. The Sacredneſs of an Oath hath been at all times 
acknowledged: The Heathens themſelves look'd upon it, 


© as the ſtrongeſt Tye, that a Man could bind himſelf with; 
"Hence it is, that God has expreſſed the greateſt Abhor: 


"rence againſt, and poured the ſevereſt Judgments upon 
thoſe, that made bald to break it; Perjury being a Sin, 
that is equally againſt both Tables of the Law: To be 
convinced of it, let any Man caft his Eyes upon thoſe 


wundeting Words of God himſelf; that are contained i 


—— — 


177 Dee renner Aar — 


-* Decret. de Concefſ. Prabend. Ti. 8. C. Propoſuit, quoted by 
Du Moulin, Trait. des Traditions, ch. vi. p. 46. 47- 

» Diltin&ion 34 of the Roman Decree, quoted by the ſame, 
Trai. da Fuge des Controv. p. 38. + Quoted by the fame 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 47 
| Exeties Prophecy : Shall he break the Covenant, and le Chap. 
I delivered * As I live, {oy the Lord God, ſurely in the place xvii. 15 
— where the King dwelleth that made him Ning, whoſe Oath 20. 
zee 4e/piſed, and whoſe Covenant he brake, even with him, 
1 # the midſt of Babylon he ſhall die. Neither ſhall Pha- 
raoh with his mighty. Army - make for him in abe I ar 
he BY eing be deſpiſed the Oath by breaking the Covenant (when 
lobe had given bis Hand) and hath done all theſe things, be 
g all not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, at 
' ve, ſurely mine Oath that he has deſpiſed, and my Cove- 
1 that be has broken, even it will 1 recompenſe upon bis 
de unn Head, And 7 will ſpread my net upon him, und be 
. BW ſpall be taken in my ſnare, and I will bring bim to Babylon 
1 and will plead with him there for his treſpaſi that he hath 
„epa e me. And yet, the Popes have many 
times abſolved Subjects from the Oath of Allegiance, 

which they had to their lawful Sovereign. The infaltin 
dt manner, in which Pandulphe and Durand, ſent + into 

. — — by Innocent IIl, excommunicated King Jabm in 
the Lear 1212, and exhorted all his Subjects to revolt, 
and to take up Arms againſt him, is ſuch an Inſtance of 
mme Court of Rome's unparallell'd Boldneſs, as no true 

to Whey ought ever to forget. 0 

; — is a Contract, which the Scripture. has Marth: 

i declared indiſſoluble; what God has joined together, er ne i 6. 
Mam put aſander, ſays our Saviour; and it is much more 
ſo, in the Principles of the Komamiſit, becauſe, tho“ a- 
5 Sainſt Reaſon, they have made it a Sacrament; And pet, 
de Popes do not -ſcruple to annul the moſt lawful ones: 
ch. Boniface IX (I borrow the very Words of Gobelin Perſon, 
„Dean of Bilvela, in his Univerſal Chronicle) diſpenſed 
en r 2 the Apoſtle, but eves againſt the Empel 
MW 2 Jeff; granted leave to Ladiſlas, King of Sicily or 

he Naples, to put atuay bis lawfal Wife, with whom be bad 
fl ed mary Years, and to marry another. | 4 

* III. Another expreſs Law of God to the Fews Was this, 

and it is founded on the pureſt Notions of Equity and Juſtice, _ 
— Fd 4 Man come preſumptuonſly upon his Neighbour, to ſlay Exod. xxl. ” 
| ub guile, thow ſualt take bim from my Altar, thas be.. | 


by 25 
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48 Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
may die; But it it is well known, that at Rome itſelf, 
under the very Eyes of His Holineſs, if a Man, that has 
been guilty. of the moſt treacherous Murder, or of any 
Crime of the deepeſt Dye, can but make his Eſcape into a 
Church, there he will find the ſafeſt Sanctuary; Eccle- 
-fiaſtical Immunities will not ſuffer him to be dragged from 

_ «thence to Juſtice. | 
IV. Nothing can be clearer, than, that Chriſt inſtituted 
the Sacrament of the Holy- Supper under both Kinds of 
Bread and Wine; that the Primitive Church and the 
-Chriſtians in after-ages, kept cloſe to the Words of the 
- Inſtitution; all this is freely own'd and acknowledged by 
. the Councils f of Conſtance and + of Trent; And yet, 
they could find in their Hearts, to aſſert, they had good 
Freaſoxs, to cut off the Laity, and even, the Prieſts not 
3 from the privilege of en the Cup; there- 
by accufing our Saviour of the higheſt Imprudence and 
Want of Foreſight; They had the aſſurance to declare all 
"thoſe to be Od&ftmate, who ſhould preſume, to claim 
right to the partaking of a perfect Sacrament; and to 
thunder an Anathema and ſevere Puniſhment againſt them, 
i they perſiſted to think themſelves -indiſpenſably bound to 
Obey their Maſter's expreſs Commands. | 
And now, can any greater and more publick Con- 
tempt be expreſſed for any Statute-Book, than to pro. 
nounce againſt its expreſs Words, againſt its plain, iterated 
and known Deciſions; than to think, that they want to be 
limited, extended or altered, according to the Exigencirs 
: of Circumſtances; and that, ſometimes they ought not to 
be minded at all? Would any worldly King be pleaſed, 
if Magiſtrates appointed by Him, had no more regard for 
His Conſtitutions? Would he take them to be faithful to 
"their Truſt? And, what Opinion can the Monarch of 
Heaven and Earth entertain of the Heads of the Roma 
Church, who take thoſe Liberties with his Oracles, which 
_ - they would ſcruple to take with the Reſcripts and Com- 
_  .mands of their Prince, tho* he were a petty one? 
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ay v. The Ramanifs framefully corrupt and 
Ia the Holy Scriptures, to ſerve their pri- 


le- Date Views. 


And yet, notwithftanding all theſe Steps, taken to lock 
ed up the Holy Scriptures from the Vulgar, and to diveſt 
of  them' of all poſſible Authority, the Governors in the 
de Church of Rome might well be afraid, that fome generous 
he Bereans, ſome ſtout Aﬀertors of Chriftian Privileges; 
by would nor fuffer patiently, their Heavenly Father's Wil, 
et, to be ſnatched out of their Hands, or intirely diſcredited ; 


They —— be apprehenſive, that many would chuſe to 
wt WF be informed with their own Eyes of its Contents; which 
re- if ever they' did, Farewel Popery ; Therefore, as profitable 
nd and cheating Errors are near a-kin, and never dyell fat 
al WU afunder, it was reſolved, to corrupt the great Standard of 
the Chriſtian Faith; to flip into the Holy Scriptures { 
that in exprefs Words) ſuch Doctrines, as were intire 
foreign to them, but ſtrongly contended for in the Nomi 
Church; ho ng, that many of the common People, if 
not all, mite preyailed upon by this unfair Method to 
admit of them; And as for thoſe, who ſhould remain 
ſtubborn, Tnqzi/ition and Gailies, thoſe Cogent and Irre- 
fiſtible Arguments were thought of, as the propereſt way  _ 
to compel them to come in; How theſe have been managed Lute wy, 
it is not my buſineſs at preſent to ſhew, I am only con- 24+ 
cerned to lay before my Reader's Eyes ſome pregnamt In- 
Rtances of enormous Infertions and Cheats, of Tate made 
uſe of, to ſeduce Proteſtants into the belief of the Romi 
Tenets. Numbetleſs indeed they have been, which if 7 7 Jeb xxl. 
724 itten every one fs ſe 'that ever the World 25. 
elf could not contain the Book ſhould be written. 
to bring the Matter within a narrow aſs, 1 
confine 1 to ſome French and Eugliſß Verſions of 
the New Teſtament, that were publiſhed within the laſt and 
this Century; more particularly to two French ones, as the 
moſt notorioufly and moſt thamefally interpolated of any, | 
that, Gor- ought { know, ever appeared ſince the beginning 7;, 2 
, Wy. 7 Printed 
The French Tranſlation of the New Teſtament, which, 47 Bours 
ein point of Corruption, Ty 'deferves to be preferred — oo in, 
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| Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
-all the others, which I have met with, was Printed at 
Boxrdeawx in the Year 1686, with the A ion of two 
* Divines, and the Permiſſion of Lewis d. Auglure de Boxr- 
"lemons, then Archbiſhop of that See; Who were the f Au- 
thors of it, is not well known: But it is plain, their grand 
Aim was, to draw, at any rate, into the Communion of 
Rome the ignorant and unwary Readers ; Nay it cannot 
be doubted, but it was chiefly deſigned to pervert from 


their Faith the French Proteſtants, 5 whom the 
ear 


fierceſt Perſecution had broken out the by the 
Repeal of the famous, and in it ſelf irrevocable, Edict of 


Names. Many Refugees in this 8 can aver, *** 


after their own Bibles and other Books of Devotion, 
been violently taken from them, they had this Verſion de- 
livered to them in their ſtead, and were ordered to peruſe 


it carefully. This | mention the more willingly, becauſe 
ſome Roman Catholicks have taken pains to perſuade the 
World, it had never been extant. Two + Jeſuits had the 
Aſſurance to tell His Excellency, the Baron Hop, then Am- 


baſſador from the States-General at Paris, it was a mere 
Forgery, contrived 2 Proteſtants, to make the Ca- 

„ that wiſe Miniſter, who, while 
He was in Power, ſhewed himſelf upon all occaſions a 
zealous Patron of the Oppreſſed Reformed, was not a 
Man to be ſhaken in his Opinion by a Jeſuitical Aſſer- 
tion; He inquired more ſtrictly into the Matter, got a 
Copy of the ſaid Verſion, and the next time, the ſame 
Gentlemen came to vifit Him, He convinced them of 


” their Falſhood by an unexceptionable Argument, and ſhewed 


them the Book itſelf; I did not hear they pleaded, that 


- 
— _— 
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ry 


. Prebend of the Cathedral Church, and Cermain a 

tan Monk. I have heard, that many People had a 
Hand in it. Tho' I know nothing of it with certainty, yet I 
thought this was a ſufficient ground for me,to ſpeak ofthe Authors 
of this Verſion in the Number, and that the rather, becauſe 
med wwe, It d October the 11th 1685. 


'T na 
2 This Anecdet I have from the Reverend Mt. Guitton, who was 
+ then Chaplain to his Excellency. And yet, ſometime after, 


another Jeſuit endeavour'd to get out of my Hands the Copy 1 
of this Verſion; at the time aſſuring me, that it was 
of the beſt, chat had been made of the New Teſtament. 


the 
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the Teſtimony of the Senſes was not to be depended up- 
on; Very likely they did not think of that Syſtematical 
Evaſion, or they durſt not reſort to it. 


Rozen, firſt in 1702, and then in 1703, by M. A. Girodon, of Rouen. 
a Royal Mifhonary, with many Approbations; In the 
latter Edition, which I have, there is alſo the King's Pet 
miſſi on for the Printing of it. 0 8 
Beſides theſe two I ranſlations, I ſhall take into Conſi- 
deration, thoſe that were publiſhed by the Divines of * 
Loxvain; by Mell. f de Port Royal at Mons; by Amelotte g 
one of the Fathers of the Oratory ; by Father * Simon, 
and ſome others ; and particularly, two Exgliſb ones, the 
ficſt, publiſhed by f the Divines of Kbeimt, and the laſt 
by Dr. V. Profeſſor of Divinity at Dozay in 1733; And 
as I $0 along, I ſhall take care to inform my Reader, 
how tar theſe Tranſlations with that of Bourde aux, 
in adulterating the Texts of Scripture, -which relate to 
4 Matters controverted between us and the Church of 
6. 
Two Reflections I ſhall place here concerning the Eugliſb 
be xy, = IO W en | 2 172 80 . 
Their generally ſpeaking, are much fairer; Tue Re 
than ſome of the French ones, I — mentioned; and I Heis? 


don't ſee, why we ſhould ſcruple to have our Controver- concerning 
fies decided by them. They themſelves ſeem to have been the Perf 


ſenſible, that, remaining naked they would not ſerve their en fads 
turn; Therefore, they have tacked to them Annotations Z #2 
that would: But, in them they commonly beg the Queſti- Engliſh 
on, endeavour to prove their particular Tenets, rather N 
from what the Scriptpre does not ſay, than from what it 
ſays expreſly; and ſuppoſe, that to have been the conſtant 
Doctrine of the Church from the Apoſtles's time down to 

our own, which is, not only unwarrantable from the Pri- 

mitive Fathers, but cleatly contradicted by them; Beſides, 
whether they diſprove the Opinions of the Proteſtants, or 

aſſert their own, they do it with Expreſſions molt virulent, 
and intirely unbecoming the Petfotmance they appear in; , 
Doctor , indeed ſhews a greater Moderation than the | 


— 1 


dit, of Roses 1606. + Edit. of 1673. f Edit,” ef 
1688 Paris, Edit. of Trewaur 1702. f Edit. of 1633. 
E 2 Divines 
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ga Popery an Enemy to Scripture, 
Divines of Rheims, which may be owing, not to the 
Religion he ſtrives to propagate; but either to his mildee 
. . oth his Prudence, or to the politer Age he 
es in, 
II. But there is an Unfairnefs of his, which I cannot 
well ſuffer to paſs unobſerved; In the very Title of his 
Tranſlation, he promiſeth o give an account of the chief 
Differences betwixt the Text of the ancient Latin Verſion, 
from which he tranſlates) and the Greek | 
mont and Manuſcripts: But He is not 


in 
as good as his 


common Greek, 


2 


* 
7 
: 
OY 


the , read, wer 3 
- — 8 = 
would have evidently perceiv 0 id to 
Images, Relicks, or any other ſuch Trinkets, could not 
CS Eg a hone aaa 
| renders ify 2 your 3 
= A Reader — thn Father Amelarze, might 
infer from thence, that the real Body of our Saviour is 


. S® 


truly received by the Communicants in the Lord's Sup» 
11 would net tell him that he had no 
| title to this P e of being a God-bearer; ſeeing 
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the Printed Greek Gif er quite from the Vulgate, _ 
theſe Words, Glorify God in your Body and is your Sin, 
which are God's. 
e tranſlates, This Sacrement is great, as it is in the 
* Vulgate; He has indeed in his Note, This Sacrament, or 
Myſtery; but why does he not ſay, that the Greet reads 
Myſtery, and not Sacrament ? y, becauſe the Proof 
' fetched from this Paſſage, to ſhew, that Marriage is 8 
. FGacrament, would have appeared intirely frivolous; He 
has been guilry of the ſame Omiſſion on Lake xii. * 
Axii. 20. Jobs vi. 41. 1 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Tim. i. 
x6. 1 Jobs v. 17. Which ſhews that he is not fo fair a 
Dealer, as might be wiſhed. | 1 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 53 

This is not the only Reaſon he has given us to find 
Fault with Him; I ſhall now and then meet him again in 
my Way > At preſent, I take my leave of Him, to return 
to the Tranſlators of Boxrdeaux, who will furniſh me 
with the moſt flagrant Falfifications that can be imagined; 

But before I lay them open, I think it proper to Pr 
ſome few Confiderations, 

I. The firſt will regard the very Title of their Verſion ; General 
It runs thus; The New Teſtament of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Ob/ervati- 
tranſlated from the Latin into French by the Divines of * * __ 
Louvain ; The Verſion of Loxvain was very well know rn 
and JE valued among the Proteſtants, that the [earned xn 
Mr. Drelincours, in a little Book, he intitled, Epitome * _* 777. 

Controverſies, confuted every one of the Remiſh Do- hh on 

rines, by quoting the Texts of Scripture, ſuch as they theſe of 
ſtand tranſlated in it; Therefore, theſe Gentlemen think- Bourdeaur 
ing a New Edition of the ſame would not be miſtruſted 254 

Proteſtants, they endeavoured to moo upon them Rouen. 

ir New Verſion for that Old one; Which was a mere 
Bait, to catch them unawares : Such good effects were ex- 

from this baſe Trick, that Mr. Girodon did not ſcru- 
ple to make uſe of it, to get credit to his own Tranſla- 
tion; But, how theſe Authors could have Confidence 
enough, and Conſcience little enough, as to uſe it, is hard 
to conceive; For they put it in the power of any Plow- 
man, if he could bat read, to convince them of the groſ- 
ſeſt Cheat; He had nothing elſe to do, but to compare 
their Verſions with that of Lonvain, and he would have 
found ſach a wide Difference between them, that, if theirs 
is to be relied on, that of Loxvain muſt be intirely diF 
carded ; ſeeing in this, 6 gout many Paſſages are fo ren- 
dered, as to Poport the Proteſtant ines, and to over- 
throw the Romiſp ones; which, in theirs, are as plain 2 
can be for the Romiſh Hypotheſes, and againſt thoſe 
their Oppoſers; So that, a double Cheat runs thro" the 
whole Body of the Tranflations of Boxrdeaux and of 
Ronen; Firſt, they are not agreeable to the Greek, nor 
even to the Latin Verſion declared Authentick by the 
Council of Trent; Secondly, they differ ellentially from 
that of Loxveis, ' which they pretend to have exactly tran- 
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II. Thoſe conſpicuous Differences are not to be met 

ith in the very firſt Books of the New Teſtament; 

he Tranſlators of Boxrdeaux chiefly appear from the 
beginning of their Work arrayed with all the Apparel of 

oneſty, they keep cloſe enough to their Original ; But 

by little and little, they diveſt themſelves of their Since- 

rity, pull off that uſeleſs and cumberſome Diſguiſe; Such 

Men as they, could not bear to remain long cognio; they 

| ou 2 * r * 1 buy oe wag + 

Galt. iii, Having begun in the Spirit, : iſh in the Some 

3+ NR Paſla 2 which they 540 faithfully rendered in St. Matthew, 

they talſifie'in St. Lake and in St. Paul, and the further 
they go in their Work, the bolder they grow. Had 
- groſly corrupted the Meaning of the Holy Pen-Men from 
the very firſt Pages or Chapters, there had been no Man, 
but who would have thrown away their Verſion, as ſoon 
E had taken it into his Hands; their ill Deſigus bad 
intirely miſcarried; but they knew better things: Being 
ae that, the mere Appearance of Honeſty wing 
of courſe Reputation to a Man, and gains Credit to any 
thing he may ſay, they endeavour by that way to make 
ſure of their Reader's Truſt and Benevolence, well re- 
ſolved, When they think they can depend upon it, to 

Mate. vii. Cheat them the beſt they can, to give them 4 Stone inſtead 

9, 10. . 4 Serpent inſtead of Eh. Such is the perfect 
Obedience they pay to this Precept of our Saviour, Be ye 

Matth, x. wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. * 

16. II. If the monſtrous Changes and Additidns, that 
occur here, had been offered as the Meaning, which the 
Tranſlators put upon the Text, and had been diftinguiſhed 
from it by a Variety in the Characters, ſome Apology might 
have been made for them; but to exhibit them, as it they 
were the very Expreſſions of the Apoſtles, and by that Means 
to impoſe, as the Declarations of God, the wild Fancies of 
Men, which is the Method, the Tranflators of Boxrdeany 
and Ronen have conſtantly purſued, is what any impartial 
Man will think vnpardonable. 

IV. Were I to palſy a general Sentence upon theſe two 
Verſions, I could ſay no leſs of them, ons, that 

e fo exceedingly bad in every Reſpect, that it were 

to make a worſe ; Nothing would be eafjer than to evince 

But my Deſigu is not ſo much to Mark and Expoſe, 


ee, Blunders apd Jnjudicioulaels, of their | gn 
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Popery an Enemy to Scripture.” 
thors, as their wilful Miſtakes and Diſhoneſty, chiefly in 
Matters that relate to our Controverſies; I am rather to 
act the part of a Witneſs, than of a Critick; Or, if ever 
I happen to throw in ſome critical Remarks, the Na- 
ture of the things will extort them from me. There is 
no need of any Learning or Sagacity to be ſenſible of the 
Corruptions I ſhall produce: if a Man has but Eyes and 


, common Senſe, he muſt be ſtruck with them. 


V. In order to avoid tedious Repetitions, I fhall put 
—_ the different Paſſages, relating to the ſame Sub- 
Jo » that lie ſcattered up and down in the Books of the 

ew Teſtament, and connect them the beſt I can, that 
my Reader may ſee at once, how ingenious our Authors 
have been in finding Proofs to ſupport their Cauſe, where 
there was none; in fetching Oyl out of a dry Stone. 

VI. And becauſe their Falfifications are not all equally 

{s and ſhocking, I ſhal} obſerve, as much as the Sub- 
jects will bear it, a kind of Gradation in expoſing them 
to view; beginning with thoſe that are lighter, in order to 
proceed to thoſe that are of the deepeſt Dye. | 


I. Falffications that are leſs conſiderable. 


Let us confider thoſe of the firſt Kind. It is a Matter of 
ſurprxe to ſee, how ridiculouſly ſollicitous the 'Tranſla> 
tors of Bordeaux and Rozen were to give their Verſions 
a Remiſh Air and Appearsyce; This indeed is not pecu- 
liar to them, but none other, that I know of, has hewed 
ſo univerſal an Affectation; they have extended it to the 
minuteſt Particulars ; One would think that the — Pen- 
Men had lived fince the Council of Trent, were 
thoroughly acquainted with, the Niceties of the Roman 
Miſals, t well do they ſpeak the Language of the Ru- 
brick in thefe Tranſlations. 5 

And truly, this Conduct was likely to be of great Ser- 
vice; Illiterate Readers, ſeeing the Sacred Writers con- 
ſtantly implaying Expreſſions, conſecrated by Kownſo Li- 
turgies, might be induced to believe, that they had the ve- 
j ſame Notions of things that obtained after them; which 
is far from being true. All Languages are liable to unac- 
gountable Variations; The ſame Words, in proceſs. of 


# 


. ws. 
; * 
= 


| Popery an Enemy to Scripture; 
Time 2, have more ot leſs extenſive, ſometimes quite difs 
ferent * antiexed to them; There ovecurs ſtill pou 
Variety now and then, between the ful Page bn ws ſome 
Expreſſions in one Langusge, eſpecially if it be 

and the Senſe of thoſe, that anſwer them in a living 
Tongue; io that, an Interpreter may render Word foe 


Word, aud not repreſent the true Senſe of his Original; 


Why? Becauſe the Author he tranſlates, did not annex 
the aſs fame Notions to his Words, as he tacks to thoſe 
he ſubſtitutes for them: For Inſtance, among the — 
the word Tyrant ſiguited a (auful Sovereign, that gov 

his Subjects with Juſtice and Mildneſs, Word K 

in the N Commonwealth was * odions, and —— 
an Uſurpey, an illegal Prince; Now-a-days they have ex. 
changed their primitive Signification ; And one, who ſhould 
take I Miltsades to have 4 bad Prince, becauſe he is 
named a Tyrant, would be highly miſtaken ; and ſo will — 
any Man, who fhould take the Words adopted by the 
Ghurch of Rome, as repreſenting exactly the Senſe of thoſe, 
v hic1 ſtand in the Apoſttes's Writings : There is a partial 
but not a total Likeneſs between them; and ſome of them 
exhidit Things ſo different, that to impoſe them upon in- 
attentive Readers, as implying the ſame Ideas, is quite un- 
fair, and does not fall much ſhort of a pere Cheat; In 
ſhort, Expreſſions ſtamp'd with a Romiſb or an Apoſtolical 
Coin, have not the ſame Value, either extrigſck or intrin- 
fick. Theſe Remarks will receive a New Light from the 
Examples, we are going to illuſtrate them by. 

I. With a View to recommend, as ordained by Chrilt 
and his Apoſtles, the different Ways of doing Penauce, 
often injoined and fo ſtrongly inculcated in the Church 
Nome, all the Verſions I have conſulted, made by People 
ens rey — 

7 s s in ans, 

Dei cadunt ; ita werborum wetus interit uſus, 

Et Juvenurs ritu oy modo nata, vigentqua 
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Popery . Enemy to ccf 57 
of that Communion, let them be Ex lf or French, render 
the Word of the Original, that ſtrictiy fignifies co Fepenry 
by doing Penance; A weak Foundation indeed, to ſupport 
the hu Building raiſed upon it! To do Penance, in the 
Romiſh Senſe, imports the doing of ſome outward Actions, 
the exercifing upon one's ſelf certain Severities, for a Token 
of the Sorrow felt for paſt Misbehaviour; whereas in the 
Style of the New Teſtament, to repent implies, not only erarody. 
a Soryow for what has been done amiſs, let it be expteſied 
how it will; but chiefly, what is conſequent upon it, a 
thorough Change of tht inward Diſpoſition of of the Mind — 
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But can — enſe be any tolerable * Ground for all tho 
— fever itious Ways of ſhewing one's Grief for paſt 
Will it follow, that, becauſe a Man whips himſelf 


anmercifully, till the Blood es out, as if by, 2 
fy of Baal; becauſe he tells his Beads, till he : 
many Pater, Creds's, or Ave's, or Faſts till his Bo- 
dy is a Skeleton, thut his Spiritual Inclinations are — 
mote the fame? One may do all this till Dooms-Day, and 
not be a whit the better Man. And can any one in his 
Senſes fancy, that, if the Rich Man's Brethren had dene Lale £vi. 
Peau no otherwiſe, it would have availed them a Jot 30. 
to prevent their going into the Place of Torments? 5 
Aud let not ts ay, that their Vulgate, which 
they are bound to ſtiek to, retiders the Word of the Ori- 
Ru by two others, Pirnitentians ere, that ſignifie exaQ- 
Pinrante ; Na ords in the Lorin Lan- 
guage, do not import the ſame Notions, which fix 
upon nr Eeclefiaſtical Expreffions ; I appeal to any 
that is ſomewhbat - converſant in theſe Matters. From 
is 1 inferr, iff, That the Nome Tranfiation of theſe 
rds, tho” & tly liters), is not at all exact, but i11uſ6« 
, und d to ſupport ſome —— Practices. 2h; 
ue Repemasre implſes, not „What they ca 
Attrition, or a bare Sorrow for one's Sir! but a thorongh 
Conerition, that from the Grief of Having offered 
an infinite Goodnels, and is attended with ah intire 
of Behaviour and —_— of Action, Whatever ; 
1 in _ looſe ö ſay to 


. Nc . mages have a Fine af - thoſe different 7, 
x either injoſned Pilgrim- 


Pewa , 
1 or willy unde undergone by Devozees, 1 ages. 


Dr. Stb. groſly abſurd, that an i 


2 Cor. v. 6. here 


Popety an Enemy to Scripture. 
Man has called them a Pe- 
waxce for a Gooſe. Being the genuine Offfpring of 
ſtition, they have often proved the Parents of Idleneſs and 
Debauchery ; By them many Conſtitutions have been im- 
— many Families ruined, and they are of courſe the 
of civil Society: But, as Popery gets daily immenſe 
Riches by them, it could not but ſeem proper, that a 
Foundation ſhould be found for them in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; This is the main Pillar on which they have been ſup- 
ported: The Greek Words, and the Latin one in the Vul- 
1 which have been rendered by that of Pilgrim, ſignify 
ictly a Stranger, a Foreigner, Traveller, and were very 
fit to expreſs the Condition of all true Chriſtians, who are 
uſually repreſented in the Holy Writ, as being Strangers 


Earth, where they are abſent from the Lor 
Fit. iii. travelling, as preſſing towards Heaven their true home. 


14+ 


This — wi; and general Expreſſion has been wreſted 
by the Romaniſis to a literal and particular Meaning, and 
conſecrated to denote thoſe of their Communion, who, 
upon ſome Religious Account, 'undertake fatiguing Jour- 
neys a foot, to viſit ſome Holy Places, and pay their De- 
votion to the Saints, that have diſtinguiſhed them by 
— Miracles; As if they were flow to hear, their 

orfhippers muſt draw near the Habitations they have 
Choſen, to have their Petitions granted. £ 

This Practice, tho' it be a Child of Darkneſs, born in 


| thoſe latter Days, when Ignorance and Superſtition had 


ov the whole Chriſtian World, is yet obtruded, as 
if it its Pedigree from Chriſt and his Apoſtles; 
as if it were as ancient as the ancienteſt Patriarchs ; 
to ſee, how well all the Romifo 
gree in removing its Birth at the greateſt Diſtance ; and 
one who conſiders the Abfurdity of their Proofs, is ſome» 

ne ho ought 46.20 ALD} or Mer- 
The Holy Men, that lived before the Moſaical Diſpen- 
repreſented as acknowledging themſelves Pil. 
and Strangers; Which Holy Places they viſited, where 
made their Station, is no where mentioned, but no 


| doubt, Foll : 
A. A KS our 'Seviour's — 


| in Pilgrimage z Jeruſalem 
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Popery on Enemy to Scripture: 89 
7 ; fo the Verſion of Bourdeauæ renders this Place; The 
ext indeed ſays no more, than that, hey went to Feruſalem ; 13s 
But our Tranſlators, as if they had ſome particular Re- 
cords, thought fit to acquaint us, in what quality they went, 
namely, as P:[grims; But then, why did they not render, 


 Hir(Jeſus) Face was, as though he would go in Pilgrimage Een 


10 ee being the very ſame Word in both theſe 53. 
Places? It had been a great Comfort for many Pilgrims to ra 
have the Author of their Faith for a Pattern of their Devo- 
tions; but let them not be impatient, they will ſoon have 
this Satisfaction; for, no Queſtion, but Chriſt had put on 
2 Pilgrim's Drels, taken a long Staff and a Hat adorned 
with Shells, when, after his ReſurreQion, he met the two 
Diſciples, that were going to Emmeaxs; ſince theſe are | 
uced addteſſing him thus, Art thou the only* Pilgrim Luke xiv. 
in Jeruſalem, that has not known the things which are come 18. 
to paſs there in theſe Days? So run the Verſions of Bear- 
dean and of Ronen; And in this laſt, he is repreſented at 
the great Day of Judgment, as ſetting ſuch a Value upon 
is his former Condition, that he ſentenceth to eternal 
uniſhment thoſe who had miſuſed him, when he appeared 
in it; and rewards with the Heavenly Happineſs thoſe, who 
had ſhewed him a due Regard; I was 4 Pilgrim, f and Matth. 
ye took me in, will he ſay to thoſe on his Right Who xxv. 35. 
will anſwer him, Whew ſaw we thee a 22 and took 3% 
tbee in? In the contrary Manner will he to thoſe 
on his Left, I was @ Pilgrim, and ye took me not in, who 43- 
will reply, bes ſaw we thee a Pilgrim, and did not mi- 44+ 
mier unte thee} In the Index of the Matters, plac'd at the 4. yiii. 
End of this Trapſlation, che Eunncb — of Can- 25. 
dace is recommended as 4 Pilgrim. was common- 
ſuch a Plenty of theſe Holy Trayellers at Fersſalen, 
the Field mentioned in St. Matthew, was bought to 
a Burying Place for Pilgrims, as the Word is rendered Marth. 
in Bexrdeanx's. In out whatever may be the Inconve- xxvu. 7. 
niencies arifing from it, ſuch „ © as mag 8 
ſeeing St. Peter beſeeches us as Strangers and Pilgrims 1 1 Tr. . 11. 


t Ser bes & Mere albient tous les tus tn Pelerinage en Fo- 
* FEtes wous le ſeul Pelerin de Feruſalem, qui &c. 

t T, Faris, & went waves Axe and fo g. * 
r * 1 au 


v1. 5. 
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2 Cor. v. 6. ¶ bile we are at home Wend Foe are 1 8s a 


ly deſerve to be e 
wa to be of by all fincere 


11 v. 10. requires; that, ſhe have 
3 his. 


— io that, they made Uſe of. Se. 
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abſtain from Flefoly Lufts ; and St. Pail declareth, that 


fent from the Lord, the Word 
inſerted into the Text of — of Such : 


im being dexteroufly 
inful Pro- 


feeſſion being a ſure Title to the Favour of God, muſt 
certainly. be a good one to the Benevolence of Men; Who 
can doubt, but theſe Religious Kwrght-Errants do as much 


Honour. to Chriſtianity, as 2 whom = > imitate, 2 
to the Chivalry? They ſtrip indeed their amilies and 
Countries of their Ear p4 Rithes but they bring them back 
in return Heavenly Bleſſings, Relicks that work Miracles, 
ces, that will prove a ſure Paſs — Paradiſe; 
ed all 5 
eordingly, St. Paul, am is lifications of 4 
dow, who may l eB Service of the Church, 
lodged Pilgrims ; and St. John be- 
ſtows { Praiſes on Gaia, becauſe he behaves well and 
towards Pilgrims, as theſe Places are rendered 
m the etſion of Boaxrdeanx. In all which, we cannot but 
be ſhocked with the poor pitiful Abuſe of a Word, which 
they thruſt into the Text, rig end all the Packlings and 1 
they would l 
have adorned it with; bes we wit of g the 


ory if they PETER either look for Authorities to ſu 
otions they have added to it; or, make 10 
* it in its "tes — Simplicity. 
rer that we blame 
mem for what we do our ſelves ; ſeeing the Proteſtant 


. . Verſions; either Exg li or French, have now and then 


rendered the Word of the Text by that of Piſgrim; For ſh 
Well might the Proteſtants do it, becauſe the Notio 
they annex to this Word, are exactly the ſame with thoſe, 


brought it into their Verſions, when it 
This Word, of late Y 
grown obſolete, when 

ports the bare Meaving of a os Sanger or Traveller ; and 
2 more uſed but to fi ilerim in the Romiſh 
Senſe; Hence it is, that in . beſt 
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BY that the Faith of primitiye Chriſtians had the fame 


you keep 


Popery an Enemy to Scripturs 6 
have been made of late, it is never imployed: Father 
Bozhours himſelf has baniſhed it out of his own; and no 
doubt, but if the Divines of the Church of Exgland ſhould 
ever reviſe ours, they would do the very ſame. wv 

III. Unwriztes Traditions are the grand Baſis of Popery; 77 gr 
it wes therefore thought fit, to intimate as often as po ble, unwritten 
ounda» Traditions. 
tion; The Word of the Original, rendered by that of Tra 
dition, ſigniſies ſometimes Iuſtructiom in general; and ſfome- 
times 2 tine delivered either, by Word of Month, or 
» Writing, or both Ways at the ſame time: Bat, as the 
Word, ae is commonly underſtood by the Church 
of an anturitten Doct᷑rine, ſo, if it is forced into the Diſ- 
conrſes of the Apoſtles, People will be apt to think, they 
meant it in the ſame Senſe, and great Credit will redound 
to Romas Traditions ; How cunningly this Affair has | 
been * _ ſee in . 7 * 5 
. th to the Cormibians, ſe 4 „ > 
— the Ordinauces, as 1 delivered 1 0 75 The 1 
Verſions of Baurdeaus and Rexen have, * as I left tbem 
uh, or, as I gave chem to you by Tradition. St. Peter 
of People, who turned from the Holy Command 2 x; ii 
went delivered to them; The fame Tranſlators add, by way 21 
mats, fot by Tradition; So they behave as 
to exts. | rut 4 
IV. Some Nomi Doctrines are clearly infinuated in The Fraxf 
theſe Verſions, which no Body would. have ſeen in the ator of 
Text, who had not defignedly looked for them. Who can Revcks. 
doubt, but the Tranſation of Relicks may very well be 
ä from the Caution Foſeph took before his Death, 
when he ordered f the Tranſlation of bis Bones? So the Ver» Hz. zi. 22. 
ſion of RBoardeazs renders the Text, which ſays only, Ae 
gave Commandment concerning his Bones. ATT 


The Antiquity and M of Ramiſb 
—— Fom — ea Proceffion af feven H. xi. 30. 


is plainly made ont, 
+, which Jeſuab ordered to be made about the Walls 
cha, and was attended with the Downfall of them; 


ſo the Verdon of Boardeaux expreſleth the Original, which 
—= — — — 
® Comme je vous les ui dai Tradition, 
: 1 — 2 la 9 Os. | 
Aud, une P receſſion de ſept jours tout au. 
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runs thus, By Faith the Walls of Jericho fell down, aftes 

were compaſſed about ſeven Days. | 
The Uſe of o would not be convinced that the Primitive Chri- 
Crucifxe:. ſtians had their Churches and Houſes filled with Craci- 
Galat. ii. 1 fixes, that hears St. Paal telling the Galatians, Have you 
t wot got Feſus Chriſt pictured before your Eyes, as crucified 


mong you? But likely, his Faith will n to be waver - 


ng, when he is informed, that the preciſe Meaning of the 
Text is this, Before whoſe Eyes Feſus Cbriſt has beew evi. 
demly ſet forth, as crucified among you, that is, Before whoſe 
Eyes, Chriſt's Death has been ſet in ſo ſtrong a Light, that, 
had he been crucified among you, you could not have a 
livelier Idea of his — 2 n 
Feelefiafti- V. There is hardly ar cclefiaſtical Order or Dignity 
cal Orders tho” never ſo Modern, but is mentioned in the ancient 
and Digni-Records of Chriſtianity, according to theſe Verſions. One 
Hes. ſees in them the Remiſh Legates; ſo St. Paul calls him- 
20er. v. 20. ſelf, as well as the other Apoſtles ; We are the Legates of 
| Epbe/: vi. Chriſt; I am @ Legate in Bonds; If ſo, they could be no 
ay leſs, than -Legates & latere ; why had they not theit full 
Rem. xvi. Title given ? That Apoſtle had many || Coadjwtors, 
,21. © tho not ſuch as pretended to ſucceed him in the Apoſtle- 
«iv. - ſhip; And it is to be hoped, they were of another kind, than 
12. many, that now bear that Title; and that they did more 
Philem. ſervice to the Church, than Cardinal de Retz for Inſtance, 
24% When he was in that Station. | Prelazes * are mentioned 
Ch. xi. the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews with great di- 
117>34- ſtinction; he gives ſtrict CommandFto the Faithful, # re- 
member, to and to ſalate them; But whether he meant 
only B:fbops, Abbots, Monſignori, and ſuch as were digni- 
+ -- fied, and not the Prieſts or Deacons, may be doubted, ei- 
ther, becauſe theſe pretended Prelates are called by the ge · 
neral Word of Ralers, or, becauſe theſe Rulers are drawn 
with ſuch Lines, as, I am afraid, will not ſuit well with 
.  vſ. x9. many Romifſo Prelates; They are ſaid, o watch for the Souls, 
vl. 7. as they that * ive an Account; to have ſpoke the Word 
of God, whoſe Faith every Chrittian onght to follow, camſider- 
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ing the End of their Converſation. The Prieſt, who met the 
pour Man, that had fallen among Thieves, is called in the 

erſion of Bourdeaux *, a Sacrificer Prieſt, to intimate, 
that, there were then Sacrificers who were no Prieſts, 
as there are now Cardinals, who are but Deacons; The 
very Title and Dignity of Princes of the Church, confer- 
red upon theſe laſt Miniſters, is exceedingly well ſupported 

the like Titles given to the High-trieſts among the 

ews :\ The Verſion of Boaxrdeexx often calls them, | the Marth. 
Princet of the Priefts, the Princes of the Sacrificers; and I. 3. 14. 
2 -——7 of them, who' ſurely was a Type of the Pope, Cc. 

ontife. © | | 

In ſhort, the Authors of theſe Verſions give ſuch a ridi- 
culous Preference to the Language of the Rubrick, that 

, Chuſe it before the Common one, even in the moſt 

indifferent Things; So, they name Albes the white Gar. Revelas, 
ments, with which the XXIV. Elders were cloathed, as if iv. 4. 
fantaſtical Earthly Dreſſes were to have place in Heaven 
and laſt for ever; They call the + Evening, Veſper, and the 
different Hours of the Day, the Zh:rd, the Sixt, the Nineh, 
by the Latin Words, which have been preſerved in the 
Miſſals of the Church. "8 | 

I might obſerve ſome other pitiful Tricks, which they 
had recourſe to in matters of the ſmalleſt Importance; but 
I ſhall. wave the ing .to them, as haſtening to ſome 
more ſubſtantial Confiderations; and, indeed, the Faults, 
we have hitherto reproached our Tranſlators with, are but 
8282 compared to thoſe, which we are going to take a 

otice | 


X. 31. 


IL. Folfifications that are moſt Subſtantial and 
| A of the 4 Die wy 


One of the moſt material Controverſies between wad / 


the Church of Rome, is about the lawful Object of Divine 
Worſhip: We are convinced from the Nature of the 
Thing, and from the moſt expreſs Declarations of the 


* Us facrificateur Pritre. x 
+ Les Princes des Pritres, des Sacrificateurs. Pontife.. 
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Holy Writ, that only the Creator and Governor of the 
World is to be adored; and that, to pay any Religions 
— three different Degrees of Adoration 
maniſts diſtingui di i 
which they 2 dulis and Delia; the Firſt 
they affirm to be due to God alone; the Second, to the 
Bleſſed Virgin; the Third, to the Angels, the Saints, the 
Images, Sc. Which refined Hypotheſis is none of their 
* own; they have borrowed it from the Heathens ; and on 
Ge ſee it explain'd in 4 Hierocles's Commentaries on the 
er 


Verſes of Pythagoras, with as much Plainneſs and 

ſpicuity, * any of the Schoolmen; ſo that Mr. Ds 

cier in his Remarks on this Place, admires the ExaQnefs of 
that Philoſopher's Ideas on ſo nice a Subject : It were well 
for. them, if it could be ſupported by as clear Warrants 
© from the Scriptures; But who knows what Dint of Wit 


faififed 10 4 for one of its main Pillars theſe Words of God, and 
eee 

0 on 
7 Tranſlators of Beardeansx Pe 


: 
Halt thou ſerve 
not t of, 
when they were about St. Matthews Goſpel; but Time 
a and are good Maſters. It is true, they were not 
the firſt Broachers of this Explication ; It had been found 
out by Anefaſius, applauded by the Fathers of the Seco 
Council of Nice, tollowed afterwards by rr U 
mentators. But no Body had had the Face to deliver it, 
as the very Text of the Evangeliſt. Hitherto they had been 
contented to inferr from theſe Words, that God alone was 
indeed to be ſerved, becauſe it was ſaid, Him oniy ſhalt 
thus ſerve, whereas other | Beings might be worſbippe 
our Saviour having not ſaid, thou pat only worfhip th 


SEE T ee. 5 

7 See the Tranſlation Mr. Dacier has publiſhed of theſe Com- 
1 pag. 28, 29, 35. hs vim | 
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4 Seigneur ton Dieu, & forviras de tatrit à 


ks Dple: 


if they did ugh know what paſſeth on this fide Heaven; 
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tas but bo ſhalt u worſhip him ; than which nothing 
more. irrational, there being no material Diffecens be- 
| wen bes the Meaning of thaſe Terms, to werſb;p God, and 
; and the excluſive. Particle on, referring. e- 
17 to bach of t wk But ſomething more may be urg 
to overthrow the Remiſb Explication of wot P 
Ws as applied by our Saviour to his preſent Cale a: The 
Was enderouring to perſuade him to wor A 
Be not 10775 him, as appears from the fotegoing 
e a not inf ps the Lazria, as an Honour he 
doth him; He had well pleaſed, if the Son of Gad 
en low him the Daks, or a little 
tion of the Hyperdslis: But how piti ly does ou "Saviour 
come off 2 to theſe Tranſlators? To ſhew the De- 
vil, that he could — him, his Demand, he quotes a 


1 5 , Which proves on] e not grant What 
hed, 


id. got oy Pret 
i 15 : truly ele ; : fn. gg Hortght cre 


an ns Sophilt ; the Devil learnt 
ick undet tbe ſame Maſters with theſe Interpreters, 
he thought. theit Log ck would hold, He very 
ave. replicd. to gur Saviour; 1 do not elite, 
N 4 A the, Lari, but that 1 * woul 
And oi Tok may do probs ent 
& 3 wo on oo 
ing, but G cone 
of, this Rem 
People that lack = F 
r of, ſays St. Peter, a 17 2 
in 1 in whe IT according to the Papilts's : 
vigity,. next 1 792 bs Claim to ont Veneration, it is 
ſome what furprifog, that They could not meet in the e 
New Teſtament with one ſingle Paſſage, which they mi 
nyeniently falſify, 18 or wreſt yo their own Purpoſe: 
there being ſo little Mention made of Her, or in Terms 
ſo u to their Syltem, the thing was quite impol- 


Thele Tranſlators have ciel more lucky in contriving : 
ſome. weak Foundation for the. worſhip of Angels, and 10 5 2 4 
pulling down thoſe Places, that ſeemed iutended to demo- . | 
lim it. In vain. would Angels be addteſſed or * =. 


eq, 


4 — F 


But, that they do, thefe Honeſt Interpreters afluce us; and 
F Who 


Cie ii. 


if Plain Dealing cannot 
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who would nat take their Word? Thus they render 1 C. 
$i. 10. The Woman || becauſe of the Angeli, that ſee ber, 
engt to have on her Head a Sign, that ſhe is under the 
Power of another. Theſe Words, that ſee her, are not in- 
deed in the Text, but they are thought to be included in it 


ſo neceſlarily, that, to expreſs them, would be accounted 


no Addition; Or if it be one, it was eaſier for them to make 


it. than to extricate themſelves from thoſe Blog 


Words of St. Paul, Let mo Man bignile you of your Re- 
ward, in avolantary Humility, and Worſhip of Angels + And 


indeed, they bear ſo hard on this Patt of the Romiſb Set- 


vice, that one would have thought it next to an Impofit> 
ility, to take off their burdenſome Weight: But the nar- 
rower Streights theſe Gentlemen are brought into, the 
more vigorous Efforts they make to get out of them ; and, 
ave them, Craftineſs and Fraud 

will. Man ays have been attempted to remove this 
"Difficulty ; Which of them is the Unfaireſt, is not eaſy to 
determine: Meſſrs. de Port Royal, Fathet Amelotte“, Fa- 
ther Simo agree in tranſlating, don't ſuffer your ſelves to be 
beguiled of your Reward by People, who affect to bumble 
themſelves before Angels, and to render them a ſuperſtitious 
Worſhip. So that, according to them, the Apoſtle is cen- 
ſuring not thoſe, who paid the Angels the Homage 
that was duè to them; but thoſe, who rendered them fuch 
Honours, as were due only to the Creator of the World; 
and conſequently, whoſe worſhip was Superſtitious, as 


being derogatory of the Glory of God: This Senſe Dr.. 


has expreſſed in hir Annotations on this Place; whereas it 
is plain, that St. Paul defigns to beat down all manner of 
Religious Worſhip paid to thoſe Intelligences, and th 

according to him, any Homage done to them, is fuperſti 
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_ | La femme, & cauſe des Auges qui la voyent, doit avoir far la 
Late une enſeigne guelle eff. ſous puiſſance. Verſion de Bourdeaux. 

Que nul ne vous raviſſe bt prix de wotre courſe, th affeRtant 
de pareitre humble par un culte ſuperſtitieux des Anges. Meſſts. de 


Fort Royal. Ne vont laifſes pas ravir le prix de votre witteirs 


 rendre un culte ſuperflitieux. Amelotte. Ne wous 


par ceux qui affeHint de v bumilier devant les yg & de leur 
iſſes point jt 


Autre d mus qui fe plai ſent à ibumilier devent les: Anges, leur 
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tions. His Words are general, as extenſive as can be; 
and if Interpreters -are once allowed to diſtinguiſh where 
the Law does nat, to ſet Bounds to unlimited Expreſſions, 
they will prove any thing from any thing, and, upon Oc- 
ion, make affirmative ſuch Propoſitions as are negative, 
turn Prohibitions into Commands. 
Tranſlators of Bourdeauæ did not like this Expoſi- 
tion, as judging it was unnatural, or, at leaſt, inſufficient 
baffle. the Argument of the Proteſtants: The ſhorteſt 
ay to diſarm them, and make this Text a Bratum fal- 
men in their Hands, was certainly to explain it ſo, as if 
St. Pau had not ſaid a Word of any Worſhip paid to Au- 
els; and this they have done by Tranſlating, * Let no one 
alas on accor 55 to his Pleaſure, under «a Pretence of 
Humi ty, and of a Religion given to Moſes by Angels ; Here 
is Wit indeed, a lucky Thought, that deſerves the Thanks 
of all the Romiſo, Div ines, but the juſt Abhorrence of all 
thoſe, who have any Regard for the Word of God: How 
theſe MiC-tranſlators could reſolve to make ſo free with it, 
few will underſtand, any more, than, how they could un- 
dertake to impoſe upon the World with ſo much Impu- 
dence; They promiſe their Readers, to lay before them the 
plain Verſion of Loxvain, and yet this Verſion renders 
thus the Original, Let no Man ſeduce|| you actording to hit 
Pleaſure, 3 Humility, and Religion, or Worlhip of Angels; 
How could Meſſrs. de Port Royal, Amelotte, Simon, when 
they forced the Word N after that of Worſhip, 
profels ſincerely, they kept cloſe to the? Vulgate, in which 
it is not to be found, ſeeing it agrees exactly with the Greek; 
which it renders Word for Word. = 
Mr. Girodon, the Tranſlator of Ronen, in his Index of 
the Matters, confidently builds the Lawfulneſs of the 
orſhip of Angels on the Example of St. Jobu, who be- 
ng dazzled with the Pomp and Splendour ſurrounding the | 
Angel that ſpoke to him, fell dom 10 worſbip before hit Revelar. 
5 | xix.10.and 
eee err ee, eee nene xii. $, 9. 
*. ne edi? & for plaiftr, ſous pretexte I Hu J 
mnifits, e, Ta 2 2 jo 4. Bourdeaux. 
— | 2ue nul ne vous ſeduiſe 4 fon plaifir, par Humilit & Reli- 
gion des Anges. Louvain. PS: 
'* Nemo vos ſediicat wvolens in Humilitate & Religione Angelo- 
rum. Vulgate. ne | „ 
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Feet ; But that this Argument might have the intend 
ceſs, he carefylly avoids ponies jn ths "oe of wy — 
gel bimſelf; See thow do it not, Abe Adee, 
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* The ene Sat, ruin ſo large a Part of the 
ME, . Papi 25 Devotions, Fetz 5 Ten Pimes, 
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to, ſee. it ſupported expreſs Command, 
ample, Promiſe i ſome 11 doch Eric ement, ta- 
ny from the Holy 4 18 God alone having a R 
preſcribe. how be | be honour'd: But as ho dire 
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after = Death, when the Memory of bir AB Ajons _ 
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Gy, 7 Fe endeavour, that you may be able after LY e 2 Pet. i. 15. 


bave the m_ 1 in renembrace; - W 
- which could ſerv 


hence ? 1255 


1975 
uber _—_— is plai 
ly conmry © the — * 5 
GaGreck or in cha Vulgate, ie anche le A 


n e 
e fin ds ant, en culier apr?s mon 1 afin 
WEL wi in ey de ces c 2 port Boardeaux. aura? aufi 
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Pet. 1. 13. of the Apoſtle two Verſes before, 7 think it meet, as long 
| as I am tn this Tabernacle, to flir you wp, by putting you in 
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Remembrance; Why did he think ſo? Surely becauſe he 
could not have done it after he was dead and gone. I 
have obſerved, that theſe Gentlemen do often prefer the 
Readings, that occurr in the MSS, which the Margzes of 
Velex found in Spain: but here, they pay no Regard to 


"them, as being deſtructive of their Deſigns ; for they have, 
'F endeavour, and not, I ſhall endeavonr; as we read in the 


IV. 
The Mor- 


Hip of 
Images. 


* 
— 


Izth Verſe, 7 think it meet, &c. | . 

Aſter ſo many ſhameful Attempts to ſerve their 
Cauſe in theſe different reſpects, it was not likely, that theſe 
Tranflators would not ftrive to find ſome Paſſage or o- 
ther, to prop their Image-Worſhip. The Catechiſm of 
Trent had done a great deal towards the maintaining of it, 
by *ſtealing from the People's Sight the IId Commandment, 
and that, in the Face of the VIIIth, which ſays, Thox ſhale 
"wot fteal; for no Explication of it is to be met with there; 
no more than in ſome other + Catechiſtical Inſtructions 
deſigned for the ignorant Laity : But ſurely it was not e- 


nough, that ſuch a general Practice ſhould merely appear 


FWeb.xi.21. 


uncondemned by the Holy Pen-Men; It could not but 
be wiſhed, to have it ſupported, if poſſible, by ſome poſi- 
tive Declaration, extant in their Writings ; The Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews furniſheth them with one, which, being un- 
detſtood in their Way, may ' juſtify, not only the Wor- 


pip of Images, but even that of  Relicks, and of a Broom- 


Fick, if they pleaſe- Their Proof relies intirely upon 2 
Falſe and abſurd Reading of the Original, adopted by the 
Pulgate ; It is ſaid in the Greet, By Faith, Jacob, when 
be was a dying, bleſſed both the Sons of Joſeph, and wor- 
ſpipped upon the Top of bis Staff. The Bulk of Romif In- 


terpreters, not at all ſollicitous, whether that venerable 
Patriarch was introduced acting the Part of a mere 


Sot, 
render theſe laſt Words, Azd worſhipped the Top ef his 
"Staff, or Rod; ſome leaving it doubtful, whether he wor- 
ſhipped his own Staff, or e Staff of bit Son Joſeph ; So 


- do the Tranſlators of Louvarn, of Bourdeaux and of Rouen; 


* x 75 1 


bf 1 Vol. Serm. XXX. ate ee e 
. Je occurs not in the 7e della dutrriaa dj Chrife, Printed 
in Treviſo 1649, . ” . . 21 * x : by ot . » * —_—; 

4 ; 1 


=- 
Rs. 


—ö—— 


* — 
* 


5 5 „ 3 . b % — 9 


: 7 Meflrs. 


S=..;. 


b 93 1 1 — a + WE ® a>, a as as am £A cc i.e 


Coe Een oc ih aff... a £8 _-.o en . © VB, & — 


_— ._ AAA 


Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 


Meſſrs. de Port Royal determining that ſublime Queſtion, 
expreſs the Text thus; Ze bawed 75 before * the Staff of 
t 


Command, which his Son carried; It is true, they ſay in 


the Margin, that the Verſion of the Proteſtants may be ad- 


mitted. Father Bozþoxrs in his polite and courtly Style, 
tranſlates, f He kiſſed reſpectfully the extremity of his Staff of 


Command; which Staff Father Ac lutte is pleaſed to call 2 
Scepter ; Thus theſe Words are explained by the Div ines of 


Rheims, and the Profeſſor of Donay; Jacob (ſays this laſt 
in his Annotations) by 


% Pharaoh call'd the Saviour of the World; and it is probable, 
& that Jacob, by the Spirit of Prophecy, knew Joſeph to be 
© Figure of Chriſt, and his Power to be a Figure of the 
Spiritual Power of the Me/ſias.” Theſe Gentlemen take 
many things for granted, that ate quite uncertain z As , 
That Staffs of . Command were in uſe in thoſe ancient” 
Times. 24y. That Prime-Miniſters were honoured with 
them, as well as Generals of Armies. 3d4ly, That Foſeps 
was ſo fooliſhly fond of his own, as never to part With it, 
not, when he went to receive the Bleſſing of a dying 
ather. 4*hly. That Jacob knew this Staff to be a Figare 
of the Power of the Meſfias; Which if it were true, he had 
no more Reaſon; to worſhip it, than the Iſraelites had, to 


bowing to Foſepb and his Scepter, 
« acknowledg'd and reverenc'd the Power of Joſeph, whom 


7 


worſhip the Rock, chaz followed them, which St. Paul tells 1 Cor. x. 4. 


us was Chriſt, . | 
I cannot underſtand neither, why Dr. . refers us to 
the Verſion of the LXX, as if it ſupported his Interpre- 
tation; for it ſubverts it intirely : Theſe Interpreters read- 
ing, He worſhipped on the Top of bit Staff, on which Ja- 
being mold. and a weak Man, is ſuppoled t have leaned. 
If the Doctor underſtood the Original of Moſer, I would 
deſite him to look into it; to his great Surpriſe he would 
ead there, + He leaned, or, be worſhipped on the Top of his 
ed; but the Hebrew Words, which fignify || a Szaff and 
1.® I Sinclina dement- devant ie baton de Commendement 
uy portal ſon hls. Theſe laſt Words being printed in 7talic# 
aracters. ITE | 14 


"+-1 bai/a reſpeFueuſement. Pextremitt- A, ſon baton de Com- 
mandement. | | | 

| TDN ON) dy AING | 
1 IUD a Staff, MUD" a Bed. 
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2 1 Bed, being mad e yp of the ſame Conſonants, and differ- 
ng only in the Vowels, ſuffixed under them, the LXX. hap- 
— to te:d the Word with the Vowels, that give it the Sig- 
fication fe S/aff,inſtead of ot ſuppoſic g thoſe Points,that make 
it Ggnity Zed which Sen to be 8 ld, nl why ms 
inthis Flace; "This has occaſioned the Di at there 
is now between the Hebrew of 7 0 Io the Greek of the 
E Dr. V bad done much bettet, to preferr their 
| Readin to that of his dear Yalgaze, 1 hich is contradicted 
by. Hy s 2. by all the j prion Greet Editions and MSS. 
nature & this Fu i it being very 
Then, . the acred Aothor, in Greek! followed 
the Greek V Verſion 2 extant of t tp Teſtament; In 
of this, ad agreed with ſome other great Men 
755 munion, ys ade Simon, Gedean Biſhop of Vence, 
s Abbot of Y;{lelein, who here forſook the . | 

cep to the Greek. 

V. Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is as much un- 
Paſſages rw to the Holy Scriptures, .as that hard Name, by 
Jalkfed to — 5 it was firſt expreſſed in the Council of Lateram un- 
Support cexzins III. Heuce it is, that many of the a- 
Tae, Cue Divines of the Church of Ree, ſuch # Fohs Sees 
Haxtiation 90 the. Cardinals Peter 4 Ailly, Cajeran, Contarine, 

7 joſe bit, Becan, Am fear Catharine, Ga- 
brel Bk have eee that it could rot ne- 
ceſſarily be infert d Kan any Sacred Fext whatſoever, and 

it was - intirely grounded on the Decifions of the 
* But, bad there been deren their time any New 


ſtament, like the init been fince publiſn d 
2 „ the e ike not have helped'to ſee it evidently taught 
8 and in ſome 8 7 clearly ſuppoſed or 


a in Gor to; Which is a plain Proof, either, r at wi did 
2— ider 2 0 875 through the ſame Medium, 


ſame cheating Glaſſes, 1 that” their Sight was 4 
N 5 that of thele Inte 9 5 "who, on this 
have made the mo 


i 


vnexpected, tho? not the — Diſcoveries ; They 
well deſerve to p, be laid © * any curious Man ma 
. admire, how far penetratitip that never loſe Sight of 


no leſs than on many other Po 


——_. grand View, ah dhe the Natare of things 


6 
71; — 
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xX. 9. 183 ——197. een. Let 


* 


 Papery an Enemy io Scripture. 
chichy, 55 ach N 
Bread, and that, 1 Cor. Xi. 


7 Foe Aol Pha, be re 7. The Article 
W e ven 1 Das 4 rticle, Th, 2 , 
does not o indeed in the 10 way it out of 3 a 
ard, that the Tranſlators of Bow drag * have 


WY It? If fo, why then have they inſerted TY, 
ir erfian of Marth. Xvi. 26, Mark xiv. 22. Late 

19 for it is not mentioned in theſe Places. Hut likely they 
hag taken, of 


have MAD it here, in order to make 1 it 14 which 
hat ſort of Jeſut took, ere ire Heck 


* that Teſs brake, whether the Bread 
I, W if ed: heſe 1 pl 
erved : But theſe Interpreters wer 
N 7 95 
[4 


$i 
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. to ſo port the better the Prackice of their Church that 
makes wuleqvencd 4 Hops | 
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from which they can receive no manner of Benefit; there 


being as many Figures at leaſt included in this Vertion, as 
in that of the Proteſtants; For 1}, literally ſpeaking, be 


Cap was, rot in the Blood, but the Blood, even according to 


the Remiſb Hypotheſis, was in the Cup. 2dly, A Cup can- 
not be a Teſtament, no more 2 Teftament a Cup; 


And 3 who ever heard of @ Teſtament being in any. 
Bad? Conſequently it is more rational by much, it being 
agrecable to the Nature of the Thing, and not at all re- 
pugnant to the Order, in Which the Words ſtand placed in 
the Original, to take the Words, New Teſtament, as the 
Attribute, than as the. Sulject of the Propoſtion, and to 
nſlate as we do, Qi Cap is the New Teſtament in my 
h; And I cannot underſtand, why the Divines of 
mt, and Dr. , who render thefe Words in St. Paul 

as. we do, yet, render them in St, Lale to this purpoſe, 
This is the Chalice, the New Teſtament in my. Blood; for 
tho* the Verb, it, does notoccurr in the Evangeliſt, yet St. 
Paul having expreſſed it, this was their -DireQion where to 


Place it in St. Lake's Paſſage ; and conſequently, they 


1 Cor. xi. 


% 3 95 4 
91 
18. | 


ould have tranſlated theſe two Places in the ſame Man- 
ner; otherwiſe they are not conſiſtent with themſelves. 
V. St, Paul mentions three times the Word Bread vC. 
26, 27,28, without any Epithet denoting e Quality, 

hich it bad acquired by the Conſecration; This is a plain 
roof, that he look'd. {ti N it, as beiog then notfing 
more than mere Bread, as tbe Nine, after being Conle- 
crated, remained Fruit of the Vine; From whence it una- 


. + Yoidably follow'd, that the Subſtance of the Bread was no 


1nnihilated and trafisſabſtantiated into our Saviour's rea] 
ody: But the Tranſlators of Bowrdeanx, who know 10 
well, how to turn "everything into a Weapon againſt their 

gemies, thruſt into the Text ſomie- ſhort Words, but of 
uch a powerful Efficacy, that, the ſame time, when 
they overthrow the Proteſtants's Hypotheſis, they ſet” up, 


and wondertally. ſtrengthen that ofthe Romani/ts ; I hus they 


introduce the Apoſtle ſpeaking, *vſ. 26. As often as ye eat 
bi living Bread; 27 Whaſoever eat this Bread of 
Life; 28 Let a Man examine bimſelf, and ſo let bim eat of 


—_— ' * 
— — — = — 


® 26 Toutgs bes f. (pon, mages pain vixant, 2 4 
alia vie, 28 Kl. . ; eaux * ; | 1 ' 
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that Bread Alive. Would not one be tempted to think 
theſe Men had aid; 4% ib our Tongue and Pens will we pf xii.4. 
evail, our Lips and Hands are our own, who is Lord over - 
:? Well might they apply to themſelves, tho? in a quite 
different Senſe, theſe Words of St. Paul, Me are Mini- Cor. i 
fters of the New Teſtament, not of the Letter for the & *. . 
Letter killetb. | „ Dubs e | 
VI. In the ſame Manner they call the Bread, which our mm 
Saviour ſpeaks of Fob vi. 41. Alive *, I am the Bread a» 
live, which came down from Heaven? I will not quarrel 
with them for inſerting here the Word alive, which is not 
in our printed Greek Copies ;. becauſe. it occurrs in the MSS. 
of the Marques of Velez, in the Vulgate, and is imployed vl. 
Ft. But what 1 cannot help finding Fault with, 5 
their rendering it by aliue, the Senſe of the Greek Word in tos 
this Place, being certainly this, I am the enlivening Bread, 
or the Bread thaz gives Life, as appears from vſ. 49, yo, 51. 
and from the whole Scope of our Saviour's Diſcourſe, 
adly, Their tranſlating which comes down, is undoubted! 
wrong, the Greek 4 which came down, and this 8 
is confirmed by vſ. 42. It ſeems, they would intimate the 
Doctrine of their Church, which implies, that Chriſt, not 
only came down once from Heaven, but that he comes 
down every Day upon their Altars, whenever their Prieſts 
fay-Maſs ; Whereas.many of the moſt eminent f Men 2 
mongſt them, were convinced, that, whatever is ſuid in 
this VIth Chapter of St. John, had no manner of Relation 
to the Holy Supper; And the Fathers of t Trent themſelves, 
thought the Matter fo intricate and uncettain, that they 
durſt not determine any thing about ĩt. br 
VII. This Bread alive they to call Nb, A 
ii. 46. Where they tranſlat ing Bread from Honſe 
80-Houſe ||, they did cat this or Meat wich Gladneſs 3 
And indeed in their Opinion, ſuppoſing this Paſſage be 
underſtood of the Holy Supper,” the Bread is Bread and 
— — — —d — 
FJ. ſuis le pain Vif qui dicend du Cial. Bourdeaux. | 
+ See Reflexions Anciennes & Nouvelles (du Marquis du Queſae) 
' fer I Euchariftie , | ch. U.S. 29——4l. ; 1 
1 Seſſ. xxi. cap. 1. . 
f | Rompant de pain par les maiſans, ils prenoient cetts Vi 
+ N 


avec joye. | 
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Kardince of tbe Maſs ; The Word Maſs being Printed ih 
Expital Letters, which makes the Knavery the more con- 
—— Aud that it might eſcape no Man's Eyes, theſe 

tprafſions are offered in the Content of the Chapter; 
The Saerifiee of the Maſi. It is ſurpriſing to ſee ſo man 
Men concprring in ſupporting ſo notorious 4 
eat ; It being certain, that the Word of the Tert figni- 


ges any ud relating to God's Service, | 9 aur yie 


Royal themſetves have acknowledged in a 

Book intifled, G tt Greek Roots; Hence it is, that St. 
Cby/iftwm renders it here dy Preaching, and the Arab and 
= Interpreters, by Praying. Doctor . thinks with 
Divines of Rheines, there are good grounds to tranſlate 


it, nm Sacrifiee, I would fain deſite him to 
pb b. Bei 's Critica Sucra, which Book he quotes 
go and then; I doubt, whether, with all his Learning, he 
will de able to ſolve the Arguments brought there againſt 
- Interpretation: Befides, what youu Reaſon can there 
for inſerting into an ancient Greet Author the Word 
Mu, Which every Body knows to be a Modern Latie 
one? Would they per ſuade the People, that the Apoffles 


Se the Divine Worſhip with all the 1 with 
the Mat is celebrated now-a-days? this they 
wilt find to be-a hard piece of Work. . | 
Tee Tranffators of Bear dean, to ſupport their Vers 


wor the Verb 4% Miniſter, by, ts offer che 
fo * 


moſt-Adicutouſly to render the Noun 4 Mis; 
er; and ſometimes they inſert this laſt 
ite. 5. ee Bis egg, „ flare of Fires 
| 7. m Nn. a 
render, * He maktth the flame of Fire His Sacrificers 1 
is truly a new Order of Prieſts never -— * before; 
Wir Sr. Pa fie, DDr I ond thi Mer 


ſus Chriſt 20. the Gentiles, They expreſs it thus, Tb 116. 


—_ — — — 9 — —  _— _ Sl. — OE UE I, TO TR” © 
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2 thei Canfents of Mart. Del Mark cir. Like wail 
ave prefixed Words, Chrift inflirererh the” Ma; of 
The — of the Mah. * | 

Le. Ravine Greeques © 
Ai fait de la flamme de fen ſer Sacrificatenrs. 


frould 
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foonld be L e, f that is, Sacrificer of Feſus Chrifl 

among the — 1 is ſaid, that, our High Prieſt * 

Hebr. viii. Miniſter of the Sanctuary, They make him @ Litourge Sa- 
2. erificer + of the Sanctuary; And a little lower, where we 
v6. read in our Verſion what follows, Now has. be (Chriſt) 
ebtained @ more excellent Miniftry, by bow much alſo He 

it the Mediator of a better Covenant; they were pleaſed 

to foiſt in their Syſtematical Epithet, Now ſay they, our 

Prince of the Sacrificers hat obtained a much more excel- 

tet facrificing Luurgy, or Miniſtry ; For He is the Media- 

tor of 4 more excellent Teſtament; Which Verſion tal: 

lies neither with the Vulgate, nor with the Old Tranſla- 
tion of Loxvam. 8 * WT. by 

II. Theſe Tranſlators go on, not from Faith 10 Faith; 

but from Inſodeting to Infidelity. There is another Paſſage 

in St. Paul's 1 Epiſtle to the Corimehbians, which they have 

falfified with as much Immodeſty as the preceding ones. 

Ch.x. The Apoſtle ſays, Te cannet be partakers of the Lord's 
el 21. Table, and of the Table of Devils. Here is not the leaſt 
Intimation made of any Sacryfice ; but, why ſhould not 

a zealous Catholick venture a ſmall Addition, by way of 

faller Explahation of the Apoſtle's meaning? In ſhort, thus 

they ſuppoſe him to have ſpoke; + Te cannot be 22 of 

what it ſacrificed on the Lord's Table, and of what is ſacri - 

ficed on the Table of Devils, Shewing themſelves as learn- 

ed Criticks as faithful Interpreters, they would make 

2 believe, that Socriſices were performed upon 74. 

 bles;, Whereas Children know, they were offered upon 
Altars; Where, when a part of the Victim had been con- 
ſumed in Honour of the God, another part was brought 

upon a Table to thoſe, who had offered the Sacrifice, and 

Was caten by them and their Friends, whom they had in- 


-- 
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+ Dare Leytourge, eff dire, Satrifitateur de Feſus Chrift 
entre les Gentil. 
92 Litourge Sacrificateur du Sanctuairr. A 
Maintenant hitre Prince des Sacrificateurs a obtenu une tant 
Plus excellente Liturgie Sgerificature ; Car il oft Midiateur d un 
TY ous ne pouves ttre participans de tt qui e Sacrifit | 
2417 Seigneur, & de ce qui off Sar 4 ia Tolle te 
J. * nr | r 5 
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| vited: The Altar was for the God, the Table for Men; 

e ws uſed to Sacrifice upon, the ſecond to Feaſt 

q £ put. i ö * 

| Such are the poſitive and truly unexpected Authorities 

| to be met wir in "theſe New Scriptures for that unac- 

| countable Sacrifice; Had they the leaſt Foundation, they 

| were unanſwerable; but they being the groſſeſt Forgeries 

I imnginable, they deſerve the utmoſt Contempt and Indig- 

| nation. þ | 

| III. With the fame Arts have theſe true Sons of the Fobn. viii. 
Father of Lyes eluded the force of ſome Texts that galled 44 
them ſadly. The Proteſtants had hitherto look'd upon the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, as being deſtructive of this or an 
perpetual and iterated Sacrifice under the Evangelical Dit- 
penſation; They had thought, that ſome Paſſages in it 
were decitive in their behalf: But here they are ſhewed,how 
little the ſtrongeſt Evidence is to be depended upon, The | 
Author of that Epiſtle ſays, - that, vithowt ſhedding of Heb. ix. 
Blood there is no remiſſion, from whence it follow'd, that 22. 
there beivg no Blood ſhed in the Celebration of the Holy 
Supper, there was no Atonement made in it for Sins: 
But this Inference vaniſheth away in Bowrdeanx's Verſion 
which renders, '4 Without ſhedding of the Blood of Beaſts, 
the legal nncleanneſs is not removed. Secondly, Somewhat 
farther, the Test has theſe Words, Where there is remiſſion Ch. x. 18. 
of Sins and Iniquities, there is wo more offering for Sin; 
Which demonſtrate the inntility of 'any preſent Sacrifice: 
The fame Interpreters found out a ſure way to make the 
Argoment void, by rendering, Where there is remiſſion 
of Sins, there is now wo more any legal offering for Stus ; 
But how legal is their Proceeding im the double Addi- 
tion of the rerm Lega/? Thirdly, "Theſe are palpable Alte- 
rations, but we have another almoſt ' imperceptible in the 
ſame Chapter, and which, for all that, is very Material. 
It is ſaid, By the which Will we are ſauctiſied, thro the Ver. 10. 
Pu of the Body of Feſas Chriſt once for all; The 
Tranſlators of Boxrdeaux and Konen, expreſs thus this 


— — — 
2 Fuſen du ſang des bites Ia fouillure ligale n'eft point 


* Oz ily a remiſſion der pecbts, i/ * 4 maintenant 40. 
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the Body, and not the G 
been once made; To co 
ery little to do; he refciading the. 
e, did &o Buſineſs ; laſtead of ſaying faite, 
1 which cauſeth neceſlarily the great Change in 
iſe I complain of; And yet, this very Change is as 
n itſelf, as it is untait and odious; To what pur- 


of Cri 
xs once made ? Is it not ſo with all ſorts of 
en they are once made, e they made 1 
;is not true in the Romiſb Principles, that the Body of 
Ghriſt has N ſeeing they makes it over 
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ſhould the Author ſay, the B 


2215 5 


wo 


= 28. 2 8 Mui ES 
S.itfelf to an unknown Country, 

tis that the Souls of Men, conveyed, . aftet 
JE1r < from their Bodies, into that place of Tor- 
ent, * T Puniſttments due to theit 
ins, . experiehce a great Relief, whenever: that Sacrifice is 
for them; and at laſt, "by. its Virtue, are releaſed 


durni Priſan; and introduced into the 
Foyt Manons; ere Efficacy indeed! but which 
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7 iſh them with an Ixrefiſtible Argument, 
all Obiections, and ertort the Aſſent of the 
Stubborn Adverſaries. St. Pas in his 1 Epift. to the 
hath this remarkable P Mar 


Work halle burns, be ſhall ſuffer bf; bes 22 ee 


Ch. ii. 
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© Nout ſommes Sandi. par Ales 
une fois fait, & not faite, us they ſhould 
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be faved, yet fo, as by Fire; The Meaning of theſe laſt 
Words, . a implies no more, 9 that ſuch 
# Man ſhall be faved with the ſame Difficulty and Dan- 

12 as he would meet with in making his eſcape thre? 
ire; Which ſeems natural enough, and fully anſwers 
the Deſign of the Apoſtle; Meſſ. de Port Royal, and Fa- 
ther Amelorte, in order to countenance the further Views 
of their Communion, and make the Fire' of Pargazory 
blaze out of this Paſſage, cut off the little Particle as, 
which imports a Compariſon of one thing with another, m_ 
and tranflated, + He ſhall be ſaved, but, or, tho”, goin 
thro Fire, = what elſe could that Fire be, oor that - 

ear hue and cry was “ raiſe in 
Mel. 4 Pore — on the Account of this Notorious 
Piece of Rognery, that they found no other way, to quiet 

the Publick, and to retrieve their Reputation, than by re- 

ſtoring this Paſſage to its Primitive Integrity; Accord- 

ingly, in the Seventh Edition of their Verſioh, publiſhed in 

= 1677, they rendered, he ſhall be ſaved, but as going 

Fire. The Tranſlators” of Bowrdeaux, being provi 

de by Nature with ſuch Heads, as nv Noiſe can fun, 
undauntediy expoſed themſetyves to louder Clamours; 

They thought it was to no purpoſe. to be Knaves' k 

Halves; To Silence the Rroteſtants for" ever, they ſhew 

mem a new Phenomenon, the very Word of N 

im chis place of the Scriptures; ſo they expreſſed it, } He 

BAimfelf ball be ſaved, 'yet ſo, as by the Fire of Purgatory. 

2 uch — oculat Demonſtration. who could detire any 

more:! . ; * - : 0 " ” 

The” Docttne of Parpatory. imports neceſſarily, VIII. 
that, the Souls of the beſt Men, but” very few excepted, The Pains 
immediately after they are departed, find themſelves iu the 7 Purga- 
moſt vyretched Condition; ſince they are ſuppoſed to un- wor. 
dergo the ſharpeſt Pains, that a Fire burning ſeven times 
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1 u wks tra pas ntanmoins dttre ſauve, quoigu en paſſant par 
tefeH-: — de Port Royal. Tonteſeit il /e ſauvera, — 7 275 ant 
Nee MP pr avs 
* his Fact is reported in Le Clerc Bibliatbeg. Univer/. tom. 
2.72. | | 
$ it tra ſauvi quant à lui, ainſi toutefois comme par le few. 
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hotter, than any we know, can convey into a ſenſible 
Being; This deſpairing Opinion, one would have thought, 
was. Diametrically oppoſite to this expreſs Promiſe, our 
Saviour made to the Penitent Thief upon the Croſs, 
Luke xxiii. Verily I ſay unto thee, To day ſhalt thou be with me in 
43- Paradiſe ; But if he believes the Tranſlators of Boxr- 
deaux, it is not near ſo comfortable as it appears ; The great 
and ſatisfactory piece of News our Saviour acquaints that 
humble Petitioner with, is exactly this, + / 2 to- day 
unto thee, not Yeſterday or to Morrow, thox ſhalt be with 
me in Paradiſe; but when ? It may be in Fifty, or one or 
two Hundred Years time, but not till thou haſt made a 
full Atonement to the Divine Juſtice, and paid the laſt 
Farthing. | | 
This dreadful Doctrine is, for a further Proof, clearly 
1 Theſal. hinted at in theſe Words of St. Paul, * If we believe. 
14. that Feſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo, which 
Neep in Feſus the ſleep of Peace, will God bring with bim; 
(ſo they ſtand in the Verſion of Boxrdeaux) where the 
poſtle mentioning thoſe, that ſleep the ſleep of Peace, is 
ſuppoſed to intimate,that there are ſome, who have a refileſs 
ſleep, who are racked and tortured by devouring Flames, , 
that prey upon their Vitals without conſuming them; 
er this Conſequence will hold, according to the 
Principles of a ſound and ſtrict Logick, I will not now 
examine; My chief Objection is, that, the Premiſes, up- 
on which it depends, are entirely falſe; the Apoſtle inti- 
mating there no manner of Diſtinction between thoſe #hat 
Nleep in Feſus, and ſaying no more (even according to all 
the other Romiſþ Interpreters whom, I have conſulted) 
than that, hoſe which ſleep in Feſus, God will bring them 
with bim, . 
IX. Purgatory is a dreadful Priſon; To have contrived 
The Merit how to build it in Subterraneous and. Inacceſſible Quar- 
i Wark. ters, would have ſhewed an unexampled Induſtry, tho' 
; at the ſame time, an inexhauſtible Fund of Cruelty in the 
Architects: But to open its Gates, to acquaint People 
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4 Je te dis aujourdui, que tu ſeras avec moi en Paradis. 

Si mous crojens que Feſus e mort, & qu'il oft reſſuſcitt, pa». 
reillement auſſi ceux qui derment du ſommeil de paix en Jeſus, 
Dieu tis ramenera avec lui. * 
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with ſure Methods how to get out of it, and to be ſet at 
Liberty, argues a Return of good Nature, which deſerves 
the Thanks of all Mankind; This is exactly the Caſe of 
the Church of Rome; They have been at vaſt Expences, 
to rear up this Goal; Many hundreds of Years paſled be- 
fore they had ſet the finiſhing Hand to it: But after. they 
had filled it with Millions of Inhabitans, they have, in 
Compaſſion, taught them, how to get rid of the unheard- 
of Torments inflicted there. The Firſt Means was, that 
they ſhould bequeath great Legacies to the Prieſts, to have 
as many Maſles, ſaid tor their Souls, as poſſible; Not re- 
garding, whether their Families and Children ſhould ſuffer 
by fuch Donations: A Second, ſomewhat more generous, 
is implied in the Doctrine of h Merit of Horks, IU he 
Leaders of that Communion have been ſo ſollicitous, that 
no Man ſhould appear before God, with more Virtue, 
than ſtrictly he wanted; that, when they ſuſpected one had 
a Grain too much, they took it away from him, kept it in 
reſerve; and by little and little have heaped up an im- 
menſe Treaſure of Merits, which they impart to thoſe, 
that ſtand in need of them; and conſequently, to the poor 
Souls-miſerably tortured: in thoſe hidden Regions, Many 
judicious Men indeed ' have ſurmiſed, that a Creature, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, could not well merit at the Hands of its 
Creator; That it was not in its Power, to requite Him for 
al His Favours, much leſs, to expreſs a 'Thankfulnels, 
that exceeded their Value, and to do more tor His Ser- | 
vicethan it was bound to; That the very beſt and the moſt _ | | 
Illuſtrious Actions, being performed by His Grace, and 

having no Proportion with the Reward of an endleſs | 
Bliſs could not properly be ſaid to be meritorious of that | | 
Reward; They thought, that the Holy Scriptures clearly. 
en this Hypotheſis of theirs: But tho' the Sacred 

riters ſhould contradi& themſelves, and ſubvert the 

Nature of Things, yet, out of Condeſcenſion for the 

Church of Rome, they muſt, at leaſt in {ome few Places, 

be made to preach up the Merit of Works. The Author 

of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews had exhorted the Chriſtians, gr. xili. | 
to do good aud to communicate, ſeeing with ſuch . Sacrifices 16. 4 
God was S The Divines of Rherms and Doctor. \! 
V. offering Violence both to the Greek and to the Engliſh 1} 
tranſlate, With ſuch ay with ſuch Sacrifices, 
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promerited; The Tranſlators * of Bourdeauæx and of 
Ronen. render to the ſame purpoſe; Father Amolotie agrees 
with them as to the Senſe, By ſuch Sacnifices, þ ſays he, 
God bolds orithinks. himſelf obliged; Whereas it is plain to 
any Man, that confiders the very Origin of the Greet 
„ „Term, chat the preciſe Notiow included in it, is that, which 
$2715). our Verſion has expreſſed, vis. that God 5s well pleaſtdithar, 
| be is delighted with Works of Beneficence; and not that, 
by Virtue of their intrinfiek Excellency, they deſerve at 
his Hands an infinite Recompence. 

truſt, that 
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Heb. xiii, St. Paul in his Epiſtle to Philemon — =, I 
22. thro? Prayers I ſhall be given you. Meſſ. de Port Royal 
| ate, thro" the Merit of your Prayers; Theſe 
Words of St. Puai, That ye may be counted of the 
Kingdom of God, have been rendered by the Fran of 
Buardeaux, "That { ye- may merit the Kingdom ef God. But 
as long as I have no better Warrants than theſe, for the 
Merit of Works, I ſhalt ſeruple very much to depend upon 
my own ; Much leſs would I truſt the Aderizs of any o- 
ther Man, apply'd and transferr'd to me; I ſhould be 
much afraid, either, that God's piercing Eyes would ſpy in 
them many Defects, which the moſt rigid Confeflor could 
not have ſeen; or, that, He would not accept of the Convey- 
ance made to me; and conſequently, that having done 
you Actions only % Proxy, I ſhould: be ſaved alſo by 
xy only. 
> # The Diſtinction between Mortal and Nenial Sins is 
1 very much applauded in the Church of Kome ; and indeed 
Sion he- it may be of great Service to increaſe theirStock of Superers- 
teen — and inrich theit Ban of Merius; For the fewer 
Mortal and Mortal Sins a Man has been guilty of, the fewer good 
, Venial Works he wants, to make amends «for them; And the 
Sins. more good Actions he has done, the more he can leave of 
his own behind him, for the Benefit of others ; Whereas, 
gd if Death mas the Wages of Sin conſidered in itſelf, hardly 
- 22 an Man would have any thing to ſpace. This Diſtinction 
3 intirely foreign to the» Chriſtian, hut neceſſiry to the 
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Syſtem, was not withſtandi — aſcribed to 
obs by the Tranſlators of Bourdeaux; 


wor unte Death: But thus they render his Words; A * 
Iniquity is Sin, but there is fome Sin, which is wot mortah, 
butt uni. Can any Declaration be plainer? In the fore- 
going Verſe, they had rendered the Words of the Origi- 
pie Sin unto Death; their Reafon for not doing the 

here, was, it ſeems, becauſe the Oppoſition not 
been ſo palpable, as they have made it; Tho', if 1 am not 
miſtaken, « Mortal Sin, in the common acceptation of 
the Word, and the Sin ##to Death, here mentioned by the 
Apoſtie, are quite different things. Secondly, Theſe Words, 
bat wvenial, are 10 bold an Addition, that, I am apt to 
think, no body but theſe Gentlemen, could be capable of 
itz 1 world fain ask of them, whether they thiak it = 
amorzah, or « vewial Sin, to add to God's Laws? Cardinal 
Quirega, Great Inquilitor of Spamyfeems to have been of 
Opinion it was not, ſeeing in more than one place of 
his + Inder ory, he ordered ſuch Propoſitions to 
be cancelled out of the Fathers's Writings, which ſeverely 


condemned ſuch an Attempt; And yet, it cannot be de- „, j, 
to add umo bis Mord, or, to take away from it; But, — 
notwithſtanding, they had any doubt concerning this Pv. xxx. 
Matter, 1 would know, what they think of adding to the 6. Rev. 
Commands of the Church; And if they make this a Mortal xxii. 18, 


nied, that, God has forbidden under terrible Penalties 


Sin, I hould be glad to be informed of the Reaſon of this 19. 
odd Difference. 


pt them from the Juriſdiction of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
etend that they are anſwerable for their Behaviour, 
o thoſe of the ſame Order, that are conſtituted over 
them, and puniſhable by them only: Tho' this Doctrine 
has a natural tendency to diſturb the publick Tranquillity, 


— 


* Toute imiquits off peche, mais il y 4 quelque pech gui n'eft 

point mortel, mais veniel. "> : 
'+ As Folio 138 and 139. 
. "4 5s 


il wright» 1 Fobn 
oxfueſs it Sim, (ſo our Tranflation is) and there 15 4 Sim v- 17. 


In the Church of Rome, they are peculiarly tender and Xl. 
jealous of the Honour and Prerogatives of their Clergy ; De Immu- 
Hence, as if thele were very much above any Lay-Mem- ities be 
bers of the Civil Society, they ſtrive all they can, to Cy 
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1 Epift. 


V. I, 2,3 


Dent. iv. 


20. x. 29. 
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as it introduces an Empire within an Empire, and makes 


one part of the Commonwealth independent of the o- 
ther, yet, they would fain have it accounted a Chriſtian one; 
Should it be neceſlary, that the Sacred Text be adulterated 
in order to it, they would not ſcruple it mach. St. Petey 
exhorts the Elders to feed the Flock of God, not as being 
Lords over God's Heritage: The Word of the Original 
Ane fignifies properly Shares, Parts, Heritage, and fo 
is very proper to denote the Generality of Chriſtians, 
which are called ;he Heritage of God in the ſame Senſe as 
the {ſraelites were formerly, But it is never employed, at 
leaſt by our Holy Pen-Men, to denote eſpecially be Co- 
wvermors of the Charch.- Doctor . is, as to the Eſſentials, 
of the ſame Opinion; and yet, with the Divines of Rheims 
and Mr. Grredon he renders, Not domineerins over the 
Clergy; the Tranſlators of Bourdeaux. over the Clergy or 
t he — of the Lord; Meſſ. de Port Royal, Over the 
Heritage of the Lord, or, ſay they in the Margent, over 
the Clergy; So that were the Roman Clergy ever to get 
ground in our Iſland, and ſucceed in the Deſign, which they 
purſue ſo eagerly, to bring us over to their Belief, we ſee 
plainly, what they then would be at; They would not be 
dominecered over, nor, ſincerely at leaſt, acknowledge our 
Kings for their Sovereigns, in all Canſes Civil and Eccle- 
fiaſtical ; their Allegiance and Submiſſion would center in 
the Pope; In which cafe, farewel our Conſtitution 
both in Church and State; I need not ſay any more upon 
this Lopick, Before I: conclude this Paragraph, I wou'd 
ask them, whether the Popes never did, and do not even 
now, break thro” the ' expreſs Prohibition, which they ſup- 
poſe to be contained in this Text? Lzt Mr. Creſſy anſwer 
for them who ſays, that * for about fix Ages before Luther 
tbe Popes enjoyed an unlimited power over Secular Princes 
themſelves, and much more over the Clergy. 

Three very ſtrange Notions concerning Marriage have 
prevailed in the Church of Rome ; which were all declared 
by the Council of F Trent to be of ſuch an indiſpenſable 
Neceflity, that Anathema's were thundered againſt the 
humbleſt Diſſenters. - They import, Firſt, That Marriage 
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* In his Exomologeſis, c. 68. Quoted by Ti/lst/. Rule of Faith 
Part III. Set. 7. f Seffio xxiv. 7 7 0 
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is to be referred among the Sacraments. of the Chriſtian 
Church; Secondly, That nevertheleſs, it is + unlawful for 
Perſons in Holy Orders, to partake of it. Thirdly, That 
the State + of Virginity or Celibacy is much to be preferred 
to the condition of an honeſt Wedlock. þ | 
That a mere Civil Contract (confider'd abſtractedly from XII. 
all Forms) which has obtained in all Ages and among all Jr Mar- 
Nations of different Religionz; which would have place, riage is 4 
even in a Commonwealth of Atheiſts, tolerably well re- Sacrament. 
mos ſhould, nevertheleſs, be accounted a diſtinguiſping 
adge of Chriſtians, and look'd upon as appointed to be a 
Channel of extraordinary * Favours from Heaven; muſt 
oe — any unprejudiced Man the oddeſt thing in the 
orld. | ; : * 1 
But his Surpriſe will ceaſe, when reflecting on the 
Eagerneſs of the Court of Rome to heap up immenſe 
Treaſures, he conſiders, that, ſuch an Opinion is intirely 
calculated to promote this grand Defign of theirs; For, 
Marriage being once reputed a Religious Ceremony, the 
Cognizance of all f Matrimonial Cauſes belongs of 
Courſe to the Church and its Officers ; Hence it is, that 
they arrogate to themſelves the Right to declare, in what 
degrees of Affinity, ſuch a Contract ought to be thought 
lawful, in what not; Hence, they have extended the Pro- 
hibition of Marrying much beyond its due Bounds; that, 
having frequent Opportunities to diſpenſe with their Ar- 
bitrary Laws, they might, with an Appearance of Juſtice, 
raiſe greater Sums of Money; and in this they have ſuc- 
ceeded to a Miracle: But as the Publick Edification re- 
quired, that this real Motive ſhould be concealed, they have 
endeavoured to ſupport this Opinion by the Holy Scrip- 
gone | l OG . Epb. v.32. 
The Chief Paffage, they had hitherto built it upon, is 
taken from St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Epheſcans, where, 
after ſome Precepts relating to the State of Matrimony, 
he ſubjoins, according to the Vulgate, This Sacrament it 
eat, Which Verſion has been conſtantly followed by the 
Ik of Romiſp Interpreters; But, that nothing at all can 
be gathered from this Place, is evident; Firſt, The Latin 
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* Canon i. F ix. t x. . Ibid. Can. I. and Seſſ. 
vii. Can. vi. vii. viii + Thid. Seſſ. xxiv. Can. xii. 
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et M58. or Prit 1 i 6 4 A 
and not Sacrament e Secondly, The Word —— 
_ excludes, than it includes, the Notion of a Sacromeat, 
which is a publick viſible Rite. Thirdly, It is uſual with 
| the Vulgate, to reuder the Word er by that of Ga- 
crament, even in ſuch Places, where this Jaſt Term is ſo 
unpraper, that, the Namib I ranſlators, tho' bound to 
adhere to it, judged it necxſſary to deviate from it; Doftar 
1 7m. ii. . himſelf has rendered great 45 een 
t6 the Miftery of the Seven Stam, tho in theſe two P 
Kevelat. i. the Vulgate has the Word Sacramew. Founthly, F 
20. Sion, in this Place of the Ephcfians, has forſaken the 
Latin Verſion to follow the Greek; But, his Fellow-Tran- 
flators more unfair than He, being ſenſible, this Tenet of 
1 theirs, would Joſe its main Pillar, if they bad done the 
fame, choſe rather to be inconſiſteut with themſelves, than 
ry the weakeſt Argument. 

were it the beſt in the World, and conſequently 
ſufficient, the Interpreters of Bourdeauæ were not con» 
tented with it, they looked ont for more; and in order to 
find them; of their own Authority, inſerted in many Pal- 
ages es the Epitnet of Sacrament, as if it were joined iu the 
1 Cor vii. Text to the Word of | Marriage: St. Pax Ys, 52 
10. married Meu 1 command, they tranſlated. Zo thoſe, that 
F are joined together by the Sacrament of —_— 1 com» 
e Cor. vi. wand. In — . —— + wk ay, = 

14. not wunegaa tage i wit 15 
renner os, 2 jor your ſetves f by the Secrament 


be arriage with Infidels : 
icks that were zo l to . 


who know ſo well how 10 create Ce for its Sup» 

port! But could they — a ſafe Conſcience, We . 
renonnced the hidden thin bad f Goo wor walking 

2 Cor. iv. en mor Sent t n, Ant 
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+ Ne von joignts point par Sacrament de Mariage avec tes 
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t Condamuant le Sacramen! de Mariage. © by 
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enond/eftation of the Tratb,c ommendivg aur ſelves to every 
's iConſc ience, in the fight of Gad? | 
Marriage being a Sacrament, containing in it felf ſome XIII. 
peculiar Excdlency, not to be met 'with in any of —_— — 
 -others, no nat in thoſe of Bari, and of the Holy Sup- falſified to 
per, as it follows evidently one of the“ Canons bf /upport the 
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the Council of Trent, One would have thonght, that, the Prohibition 
Miniſtens of the Altars, bed the fulleſt Title to it; and of Mar- 
that, 20 debar them from it, had been to ſtrip them of their riage made 
beſt gronnded Privilege: They are allow'd, when they 72 the 
officiate, to receive the Euchariſt in both Kinds, while Clergy. 
the reſt af Chriftians have it adminiſtred but in one; Why 

fhonld they not enjoy in this refpe& the Tame Adv 
with the Laymen? Was the Deſign of the Church to ma 
fame amends to theſe for the wrong they had dòne them? 
Let it be what it will, no doubt, but this Prohibition of 
lr 10 the Clergy, is moſt ſhocking and irra» 
tional; As if, becauſe a Man on mother Habit, he 
could be ſuppoſed to have di himſelf of one of the 
ſtrongeſt Appetites, that Nature has implanted” in him. It 
bas occafioned ſo many diſorders, 4 fo general a Scandal, 
that Pope Pas Ild, acknowledged, that, f there bed been 
gend reaſons to forbid the _ Marry, there were better 
ones, for which they ſhould be permitted to do it, And I 
don't doubt in the bat the Hcads of that Commu- 
nion will be anſwerable in a great Meaſure to God for 

® Sefſio vii. Can. iii. Sf quis dixerit, bac ſeptem Bacramenta 
ita n paria, nt walls ration aliud fit alle dignius ; 
Anathema fit. 


+ The might be made evident from a thouſand Paſſages 
out of the Hiſtorians and other Writers that lived within the eight 
or nine Centuries laft pa ſt, and from numberleſs andeniable . 
The Fafum of the Nuns & Provins in Champain againſt the Grey- 

riars (Cordeliers) is an Authentick Monument on this. Subject. 

he Hiſtory of Father Girard is recent and known to a 
body: But tho he ſhewed himſelf 2 moſt proſligate Fellow, One 
may ſay, he was no body, in point of Lewdneis and Debauchery, 
to Father Felice Lunetti a Friar of Camerino in the State of Ra- 
wenna : It is about eleven Years ago, that he was condemned at 
Rome, to ſerve as a Slave on the Pope's Gallies at Civita-Vec- 
chia ; I have by me an Abſtract of his Tryal, which I would 
have communicated to the Publick, had I not been afraid to diſ- 
grace Humanity itſelf; that infamous Wretch having behaved, as 
no Brute ever did. | n 
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all the Miſchiefs, which they have, by that means brought 
into the World. But by ſuch an Unchriſtian and Unna- 
tural Law, they ſecure to themſelves ſo many worldly 
Advantages, that, they thought, they could ſafely over- 
look the Iniquity of it. It highly concerned the Court 
of Rome, to have the numerous y of the Clergy in- 


_ "tirely at its beck, to make ſure, as much as poſſible, of 


their Perſons, their Eſtates and their Intereſt; The beſt 
way to compals this End, was no doubt, to cut off all 
the Ties that Nature and ' Blood had formed between 


them and their Relations, and to put a full ſtep to their 


1 Corinth. 
Vii. 2. 3 


Hebr. xiii. 
4 


acquiring new and ſtronger ones, ſuch as are thoſe, that 
bind a Husband and his Wife, Parents and their Children ; 
that, ſtanding in a manner diſengaged from their Families 
intimately united with the Church by freſh and ſacr 
Bonds, they might be ſolely Wedded to its Intereſts, and 
promote and advance them before any other; Theſe were 
the real, tho* unconfeſſed motives, that made the Fathers 
of Trent ſo obſtinatein oppoſing the preſſing Demands of 
the Princes of Germany, for having the Liberty of Mar- 
rying reſtored to their Clergy ; In this they were byaſſed by 
pitiful private Views, but not ſupported by any Command 
of God; Very far fromit: The Holy Scriptures contain 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments againſt ſuch a Prohibition: To 
make them void, they did their utmoſt; In the Manage- 
ment of which Affair, no Interpreters have put on a 
bolder Face, than thoſe of Boardeenx, Whether to the 
Advantage of their Cauſe, or to their own everlaſting 
Confuſion, I leave it to any Man to determine. St. Pau 
ſays, To avoid Fornication, let every Man have his own 
Wife, and let every Woman have ber own Husband; Thus 
they have rendered; Let every Haiband have his ows 
Wife. In what manner ſoever this P e be underſtood, 
this Tranſlation is certainly wrong; for it amounts to 
this, Let every Man, who bas 4 Wife, have bis Wife, 
which is an abſurd Tantelogy. | 

In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews we read, Marriage is bo- 
nourable in all, and the Bed undefiled, but Whoremongers 
and Adulterers God will judge; Iwo different Methods 
have been uſed to invalidate the Argument ariſing frorh this 
Paſlage ; Some (as Father Simon and + Meſſ. de Port Royal) 


Que chaque Mary ait ſa femme. | 
+ 5 tous honorent l Mariage. Simon. Que le Mariage ſoit 


. traits de tous avec honnetete. Port Royal. 


have 
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have tranſlated it to this purpoſe, Let all bowour Marriage; 
As if all Men were to think well of it, tho? a peculiar 
Order amongſt them could not contract it, without deſerv- 
ing the higheſt Cenſure ; which is not altogether ſo cohe- 
tent: Beſides, this Verſion cuts off all Connexion between 
the two Parts of this Verſe, at leaſt, according as it ſtands 
in our Greek Copies, it being abſurd to ſay, Let all ho- 
nonr Marriage, but God will judge Adulterers. Some o- 
thers (as Father Amelotte and the Tranſlators of Boxr- 
deanx) have rendered the Words in all, by, f in all things; 
Let M . be, or Marriage is honourable in all things ; I z A. 
grant that, theſe two Words, conſidered abſolutely and in 
themſelves, may be underſtood of Things, as well as of - 
Men: but they ſeem to be reſtrained here to this laſt 
Signification by the following Oppoſition, God will judge 
boremongers ; ry is honourable in all Men, but 
God will judge thoſe Men who are HWhoremongers : But 
to leave off criticizing about Words, I fhall content 
ſelf to quote a Paſſage out of Clemens Alexandrinus, 
which overthrows any Quibbling and Shifting of our Ad- 
verſaries on this Subject; The Apoſtle, ſays + he, —_ 
1 any Man, who has but one Wife. Let him be 
Prieſt, Deacon, or Layman, no matter, provided he behaves 
in the State of Marriage in an irreproachable manner. 

But, which is more, the Apoſtles not only approved of 
Marriage in all Men, but, it ſeems, they were Married 
themſelves. The Hiſtory of the Goſpel mentions St. 

Peter's Mother-in-Law. The ſame * Clemens and + 
* relate, that St. Paul had been in the State of 

edlock; At leaſt, that he thought himſelf at Liberty to 
Marry is plain from what he ſays; Have we not potwer to , Ci ix. 
lead about a _ a Wife, as well as other Apoſtles, andthe 5. 
Brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? Meſſ. de Beanſobre 
and Lenſant obſerve on this Place, that the Original Word, 
ought to be rendered a Wife, and not a Woman, as de- 
noting here the Quality, rather, than the Sex, which is 
ſufficiently implied in that of @ Sifer ; Beſides, if it was 
tranſlated by the term Homer, and underſtood of thoſe 


+ fue be Mariage foit honorable en toutes choſes. Amelotte. Le 

 Mariage eff honorable en toutes choſes. Bourdeaux. 

t Stromat. Lib. iii. p. 464. queted by de Beaufobre & Len- 

fant, on this Text. Stromat. Lib. iti. p. 448. + Hiſt. 

Ecclef, Lib. iii. p. 30. quoted by the ſame. 
| Nomen, 


1 Popery an Enemy to Scripture. 
Women, that are ſuppoſed to have followed the ' Apoſtles, 
in order to ſupply their wants out of their own Eſtates, ute 
reaſoning of St. Paal would be quite inconſiſtent with 
his main Scope; which was, to ſhew the Corinthians, He 
had aright to claim aMaintenancefrom them, not only for 
himſelf, but for a Siſter alſo; whereas He would have had 
no occaſion to ask any thing for theſe Fellow-Travellers, 
who were ſo far from being in want themſelves, that they 

provided for him, and conlequenti could not be c 

able to the Churches. The T ranflators of Bourdeanx, to 

convince their Readers, that there was nothing in this 

Text, from which the Proteſtants could take any Ad 

thruſt into it their own Commentary at full | and 

expreſſed it thus; Have we wot power 10 about a 

Sifter, a Woman, to Miniſter unto us in ve and 10 

affift ns with ber Goods. Doctor ſuppore 


2 s this Inter» 
pretation with ſame Paſſages out of the Father}; but Au- 

 _. © thorities will not avail, at leaſt with us; againſt Reaſon. 
xiv. The very ſame Gentlemen have falſifed two other 
Tus very Places, relating to the State of a Married life, in a manner 
edd Falſ ho Nels ludicrous than it is abſard. St. Paal ſpeaking of 
eations con- Deacons, ſays, Even ſo muſt their Wives be grave: Out 
cernins Tranſlators render, Even + ſo their Wives be Pub- 
Marriage. lick, What! Common Women! New and ſtrange Mora- 


r Tim. ui. lity indeed! But either there is here a very odd Miſtake of 


11. the Preſs, or they aim at ſomething very much out of the 

way, and which I will not venture to guels at. 
: What ſhall we ſay to the following Paſſage? St. Pan 
1 Cor. ſays, Defraud vom not one the other, except it be with con- 
. 5. ſent for a time: Our Tranflators have theſe Words, Kew- 


der not one another the duty, except it be with a mutual 


conſent for @ time; Is there any Man, the leaſt acquainted 
with St. Pas/'s Gravity and Scriouſneſs, that would have 


expected ſach a ſingular Advice from him? He deſcends to 
7 Could Sexches have gone much far 


particulars indeed 


= —_— tt — 


® MN awns- nous de 2 ja la un forty, 

femme pour nous ir en ! 'Evangile, nous fouveniy te Jy 
e nous ſabvenir, to affilt us, 
inſtea 


+ 11 faut gur leurs femmes foient ques, Bourdeaurx. | 
Ne vous donnes pas le devoir lun a Lauf ra, fice weft par un 
cen/centument mutuel pour un temps. 4 
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ther? Some People are inclined to ſurmiſe, there lies here 
a Snake in the Graſs; and that, this Verſion was ven- 
tured on, with, a deſign to lay a ſeeming Foundation for 
the ſyperſtitions Perfection, f which fome in the Chureh 
of Rome imagine to be in hving in à Married State, as 
Perſons that are not Married; In which cafe, St. Pas 
would recommend; that, if either a Husband or a Wife 
ſhould” be ambitious to arrive at it, he ſhould not be bin- 
dered, but left at full Liberty; Whether there be many; 
that entertain ſo wild an Opinion, I cannot tell. Doctor 
is pleaſed to inform us, that in the Primitive Ages of 
Chriſtianity, + 1 a. Man had been choſem a Biſhop or 4 
Preeft, whoſe Wife was living, he was from that time 10 
live with her, as with a Sifter, and aſſureth us on Hierom's 
Authorizy, that hr was the Diſtipline of the Latin — 
Iwill not at preſent inquire into the Truth and Grounds 
of his Aſſertion; I ſhall be contented to ſay, Firſt, That 
ſuch à ridiculous Practice did not obtain in the Eaſtern 


Churches; 24% That this Paſſage of St. Paz! rather over- A; Smce- 
throws than countenanceth it; its Meaning being undoubt- Ar A- 


93 


edly this, defraud not, or deprive not another; According - N. 


ff 4.3 th ins i — 


ttt. 8 — Y r 
_— 


* 


aus and the moſt unneceſſary Tryals. 
be imagined, and ſuch, as ſhew'd them to he intirely Ignorant of 
the Nature of true Chaſtity. Robert. of 4rbri//el, Founder of the 
Order of Fontevraud, has been accuſed to have, more than, once, 
choſen ſome of the prettieſt Women of His Nunnery, and to 
have ly'd in the ſame Bed with them; but only with à view to 
report a more ſi Victory over himſelf, Pretty near the ſame 
has been related of St. Alubelm, an Engl about the 
latter end of the VIIth Century, who, to withſtand the Tempta- 
tion the more eaſily, ſung Pſalms all the while; Which put the 
Devil quite out of Temper ; And yet, a Chaſtity kept between two 
Sheets is very ſuſpicious. See Bayliss Dictionary, Art. Foxtevrand, 
& Art. St. Franga d Afiſe, Remark. C. Such ridiculous Pranks 
are __— Proaf,. that many Saints of thit Communion. be- 
haved ſo, as to deſerve a Place in Bedlam, rather than in Hea- 
ven, as. has been fully demonſtrated. by the Author of. he En- 
of the Church of Rome. | 
his Annotations on 1 Timoth. iii. 2. 

See Mr. de Reauſobre, Hifh du Manichéiſme, Liv. 2. ch.. 


p. 212. | 
ENTRE | 
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ly, the other Romiſþ Tranflators render it, Jer an ** 


fraud the other of bis Right. 3dly. The latter Part of the 
Verſe ſubverts intirely the Senſe, which the Verſion, of 
Boxrdeanx puts on the Firſt, as is plain from the bare 


Reading of the whole; defraud ye not one the other, except 
it be with conſent for a time, that ye may give yourſelves to 


Faſting and Prayer; and come together again, that Satan 
tempt you not for your Incontimency. 


here are ſome other Texts, which muſt have been 2 
Paſſages on dulterated with ſome particular Deſign ; otherwiſe it can- 
not be underſtood, why they ſhould have been miſrepre- 


ſented. As they could not conveniently be placed under 


any of the foregoing Heads, I ſhall put them all here toge- 
ther, tho" relating to different Subjects, and ſhall make bold 


to offer my ConjeQures about them. | 
I. St. Paul ſays, There is none righteous, no not one; the In- 


terpreters of Boxrdeanx, add ſ before the Faith; which words 
- occurrinno MS. or Verſion whatſoever ; It may be, that they 
thought them proper to deſcribe the ſad Condition of He- 
reticks, and of all thoſe, who are out of the Pale of the 
Roman Catholick Church, who cannot be accounted righ-" 


zeoxs, and as being in a State of Salvation, before they be- 
lieve whatever that deſpotick Mother will have them be- 


liev e. 


Titus iii. 1. 


A. v. 29. 


iv. 19. 


II. That Apoſtle exhorts Tias, To pat the Chriſtians is 


Mind to be 5 to Principalities and Powers, to obey 
Magiſtrates; The ſameTranſlators render, t to obey the Edidts ; 


As their Verſion was chiefly intended to pervert the French 


Proteſtants, againſt whom the Court iſſued every Day new 
Edigs, it ſeems. likely enough, they would give them to 


underſtand, that they were bound in Conſcience to obey. 
the Edicts injoining them to turn Catholicks, tho” they. 


were by ſo doing, to obey Men rather than God. 


III. In. another place St. Paul ſays, He know that there 


10 vi. 4 if 20 onber God but one; This Verſion has, * We know that 


mf 


there is no God; Surely this Place is miſprinted. 


IV. In the Picture, that Apoſtle draws of the Sox of Per- 


dition, there occurs this Lineament, that he exalteth bimſelf 
| ® Ne wous refuſes point Pun à Pautre ce devoir ; Meſf. de Port 


Royal. Que Pun ne prive pas Pautre de fon droit; Amelotte Ne 
Dont refusts point ce que vous vous divis Pun & Pautre. Simon. 


4+ 1! #'y a nul jufle, non pas mime un, devant la foi. | 
; Qu ils obtifſent aux Edifs. tv A 
Nous ſavons qu'il n'y a aucun Dieu. 


abave 


MU eggs bs gps 
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above all that is called God, Our Interpreters render, * 
exalteth himſelf againſt all that is called of or by God ; 
2 little lower, inſtead ot, The Myſtery of Iniquity doth al- 7- 
ready work; they have; 4 The Decree of Iniquity 11 4 ma- 
ting; What they can get by theſe Alterations, I own I can- 
not ſee. 

V. St. Paz] has theſe Words, Ve have renoznced the 2 Cor. iv. 2. 
bidden things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craftineſs, nor 
handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by Manifeſtation 
of the Truth, commending our ſelves to every Man's Con- 
ſcience : A Man muſt be ſtrangely inclined to Deceit, that 
can deliberately : reſolve to fallify ſach a Paſlgge as this, 
which ſets before his Eyes ſo noble a Pattern, ſo power- 
ful an Incentive againſt it; But the Tranſlators of Bour- 
deanx ſtick at nothing; Thus they have miſrepreſented the 
Apoſtle's Meaning; We cut off what is ſolid, which one 
it obliged to bide, not walking in — nor falſifying 
the Word of God, but tue approving ev onſcience of Men 
before God, by manifeſtation of the Trath. For God's ſake, 
what do they aim at by ſuch a Verſion as this, which is nor 
countenanced in the leaſt, either by that of Londain, or by -» 
the Fulgate? Do they mean, that, when they cut off the 
Laity from the Privil of Reading the Holy Scriptures, 
which are the moſt ſolid Food of the Soul, they are fo far 
from wronging or acting diſbeneſtiyj towards them, that 
they do them a good Office, by concealing from them a 
thing, which one it obliged to hide * Would they intimate, 
that in this they are authoriſed by the PraQtice of the A. 
poſtles themſelves? But, how is it poſſible to put ſuch a 
Conſtruction on St. Paul's Words, without 2 un- 
der Foot the Example he ſets here before the Chriſtians, 
2 walking in Craftineſs, and falſifying the Word of 

0 

St. Pau goes on; But if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to 2 Cor. iv. 3. 
them that are loſt; Theſe Tranſlators render, Bat if our 
itt Goſpel be flill, it is bid to them that are loſt. If there is 


— 
0 * 


+ 9ui Ihe contre tout ce qui e nomm# ds Dies. 
1.545 le dicret & iniguitè fe fait. 

Nous retrenchons ce qui off folide qu'on oft oblige de cacher ; 
ne cheminans point par artifice, & ne falſifians point la parole de 
Dieu, mais nous approuvaens toute conſcience des hommes devant 
Dieu, par la maniſiſlation de la Yerite, 

r Nef nitre Evangile oft encore, il oft cachi à ceux qui periſſent. 
not 


* 
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not here an Omiſſion of Error of the Printer, I do net 
know how, to account for ſuch a Verſion. RES 
VI. Mr. Girodox the Tranſlator of Rowen. hath wreſt 
| mmnotber ng of fr to „ Hacer * = 
| 3 tradi enſe ; e 4 wiſe 
i Builder I have laid the Fomndation ; This Man, fhew 
himſelf, as ſtrict a Reaſbner as a good Divine, introd 
him ſaying, T have been the Foundatrox as a Wiſe Maſter- 
Builder. Why! That a Man ſhould be at once an Archi- 
tect and the Foundation of the Building he rears up, this 
is truly à new Phenomenon, but which is deſtroyed, ei- 
ther by the, Nature of the * ay by the Words that 
of 11, follow; Foundation cam no lay, thaw thas ir laid 
which is Jeſus Ghriſt; It our Miſſionary has no bettet 
Grounds. tor. the immenſe Privileges aſcribed in his Com- 
munion to the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul, the two 
pretended Founders: af the Church of Rowe, he may be 
ſure; the whole Building 


/ 


i will fall to ruin. 

XVI. e e now come- to» the boldeſt Stroke for Popery; 
The bols that could: be thought; off, which, if it cuuld rexel the Pro- 
Stroke fer teſtants, would beat down all their Batteries, ſnap aſunder 
Popery. their belt- temper d Weapons, and demoliſh them all at once 
The Ro- Did. the Paſſage ſtand in St. Haus Writings, as it does in the 

man Faith Verſion of Bourdeamæ, it would be an uncontroulable Proof, 
thruſ in- that our Doctrine is  Erroneous,, and our Reformation 
to the H. Schiſmatical: But, God be thanked ! the Firſt is free from 
Scriptures. Falſhood,. and the Second from Ruſhneſs; and as long as 
our Advert ſaties level no other Arrows at our Heads, we 
Matth. are Shot free, we ſhall: remain unmoveable, The Gates of 
xvi.18. Hell will never prevail againſt uu. Theſe are the Words 

_ 17im.1v. of the Apoſtle; The: Sprnti ſpeakerb exprefly, that in the 
t,2,3- latter Times, ſome fall cepart frum the Fut, m_ heed” 
' Zo es Sptritt, and Docłrines of Devils ; ſpeaking Lyes in 


V, baviug their Conſcience. ſeared) with Iron; 

orbidding, to marry, and commanding. to abſtuin from Meats, 
which God bat created,. to be received wth Thankſgromy of 
them which believe and know the Truth. Niauy-of-our-moſt-- 
eminent Divines have thought, that a Parallel exact enough i 
might be made between all theſe Doc rines here mentioned 
and thoſe that are maintained in the hurch of Kome; and , 
that, there was a great Reſemolance be! ween. thoſe, whoſe 
Picture is here drawn, and the Heads ot that Communion; 


4 II. I. „ a 6am as o::i©i:ss &a whom a mod wen Op on ew A pts. fr, Bt, has, bat, 


— TOI "Inn Sel. Et. Ae SS 


2 le fondement comme un Jags Arcbiticbe. 8 Tis 
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The only Thing in debate is, whether this Prophecy was 
directly and primarily levelled at the Popiſh Doctors, or at 


ſome other Hereticks, that lived nearer the Apoltles's Times, 


"ſuch as the Gnoſticks and the Manichees : But let us ſappole 
fora Moment, that, our preſent Adv erſaries are not the Per- 
"ſons, St. Pas had immediately in View; Yet, I cannot 
ſee, how they will be much the better for it ; ſeeing it 
"cannot well be denied, but they have the Mrsfortune, to 
be ſo like the firſt Original, that any one would take them, 
at leaſt, for an imperfect Copy of it, the very fame Fea- 
tures occurring in both, tho” ſtronger, it may be, in one than 
in the other; And” indeed, as long as they teach pret- 
ty near the ſame Docttines with thoſe firlt Seducers; as 
long as their Tenets and Proceedings, may convenient! 
and without any Violence offered to the Text, be expteſ- 
ſed by the Words of St. Paul, they muſt lie under the 
ſame Cenſure and Condemnation : But the Interpreters 
of Bourdeaux, always watchful againſt any Danger, that 
might threaten their Church, have not only warded off 
the Blow, but made it fall with its full Weight on 
the Proteſtants; Thus they have rendered this famous Paſ- 
7 - [| The Spirit ſpeaketh expreſiy, that in the latter 
mes, ſome ſhall depart from the Roman Faith, giving heed 
to ſeduc ing Spirits, and Dodtrmes taught by Devils ; ſpeak- 
mg yet in Hypocriſy, having their Conſcience ſeared with 
4 bot Iron; condemning the Sacrament of Marriage, the 
Abſtinence from Meats, which God has created to be received 
with thankſgiving of them, which believe and know the 
Truth. Who can forbear (may a Romani/# now ſay) ſee- 
ing Lzther and the firſt Reformers deſcribed here in the 
moſt glaring Colours? T heir Picture is drawn to the Life; 
For, ſurely, they departed from the Roman faith; Seduced 
the People from it ; pretended, that Marriage is not @ Sa- 
crament ; and, againſt the moſt poſitive Decrees of the 
Church, maintaiu'd, that there is no divine Command for 
abſtaining from any fort of Meat what ſoever; All the Ac- 
- cufations, which they raiſed againſt it, were mere lyes, con- 


| CEfprit dit clairement, 8 derniers temps quelques uns /e 
fepareront de la foi Romaine, Sadonnans aux «fprits —.— & aux 
dofrines enſeignies par des Diables. 2 Diſans des choſes fauſſes 
par Hypocrifie, 7 — auſſi la Conſcience cauteriſte. 3 Condamnans 


te Sacrement de Marriage, Pabflinence des alimens que Dieu a cries 
pour les fidelles, & pour cenx gui ont connu la YVerite, pour tes re- 
cavoir avec ation de Graces. | 


trived 
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Punica 
Fats. 
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but obſerve to the Reader a Monſtrous Inconſiſtency in 


1 


* 


and be 
Quinteſſence of Infidelity, a tboroug 


- 


"cations, we have taken Notice of hitherto, are a further De- 
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trived by People who bad A Conſcience ſeared with 4 bor 
_ drow. 7 his is indeed making the Bag ſhort, at once 
ene ing all Controverſies, and ſtopping all Gaps with one 


Buſh ! Good God! What Age do we live in? Could any 


Man ever think of ſupporting Religion by ſach Irreligious 
_ Artifices? Is this that a Fark. from' which our An- 


;ceſtors departed ?_ And why ſhopld they be blamed for it, 


4 


ſeeing ir is no better, than the Panic or Carthoginian 
Faith? and well may it now-a-days paſs into a Proverb, 
As this did formerly, 2 to ſignify, abe 

Diſboneſiy; And, that 
it may, there needs no other Proof, but the very Addition 


but in Textuary Characters: Beſides, all the other Falſifi- 


monſtration of it; and eſpecially this other Corruption, 
that makes ſo great a F — in this very Paſſage, by which 
they have converted, forbrda: 

the Sacrament of Marriage. I dare ſay, that this Metamor- 
phoſis is fully as ſtrange as any in Ovid. Zaly. I cannot 


this Tranſlation, which, 1 do not know how; has eſcaped 
the Attention of the Learned; According to our Egregious 
Falſifiers, or rather Blunderers, © the Hereticks here de- 
ſcribed, were to condemn the Abſfiimence of the Meats which 


\ God had created for the nſe-of the Faithful: But, this is ſo 
far from being an Heretical'Behaviour, that the Oppoſite 


4 
. 
— 


* 


* 


one is rather ſuch; For, if God has created Meats for the 
ſe of the, Faithful, then the Faithful have a Right to them; 
and if they have, no Man can debarr them, or, command 
them to abſtain from them; Therefore to diſapprove of ſuch 
Command, in caſe it be given; to condemn ſuch an Abſti- 
nence, is to act according to God's Deſigu in creating 
thoſe Meats; and conſequently, ſuch a Conduct cannot be 
Heretical, except - it be an N to take God's known 
Will for che Standard of one's Belief and Practice. This 
Reaſoning is ſo clear, ſo eaſy, that it is an amazing thing, 
how theſe [aterpreters were not aware of it: But Cunnin 


falls very ſhort of true Prudence; It ſtops one Gap 


opens a wider. ELD 
And now I have gone thro” the chief and eſſential Cor- 


| © Lee Catechiſme de TIA Liv. 3. ch. 26. * o. $2 
Ville Franche 1877 5 Feſui 3 P- 559- Imp 


ruptions 


of the, Word Roman, made in this Place, not in [raliek, 


daing to Marry, into condemning 
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ruptions, which the Interpreters of Bordeaux, of Ronen, 
and ſome'others of the fame Communion, have thought fit 
to diſtinguiſh their Tranſlations of the New Teſtament by: 
I waved'the laying my Fi inger upon thoſe, that might be 
in the leaſt countenanced by tome faulty MSS. or Verſions, 
or that had no Relation to the Controverſies, that are on 
Foot betweem Them and us: But I hope, thoſe, which I 
have infſtanced in; are ſufficient''to convince any Man, who 
dares truſt tis own Eyes and Judgment, that, theſe People 
have notoriouſſy, not for want of Learning, but out of a 
deliberate Will and Deſign, falſiſied the foly Scriptures, 
and” endeavoured-'to impoſe on their Readets their miſtaken 
Notions, as if they had been Authoriſed by the expreſs De- 
clarations of God; than which nothing, in my humble O- 
pinlon, can be more aſſuming and pm oath 2 


Corollaries, or Inferences ari eng rom the fre 
going Romiſh Proven. es. 

Some of the Fundamental Doctrines of the Church of 

Nome I have examined in this Diſcourſe; I have ſhewed 


that the Roman;ſts deſtroy the Certainty of the Senſes, ba- 
niſh the Uſe dt Reaſon — ot Religion, ſubvert the Au- 


thority of the Holy Scriptures, make them uſeleſs to the 


generality of Chriſtians; and laſtiy, adulterate them with- 
Gut any Regard for their Author; beſe Principles, thoꝰ ne- 
ceſſatry for the Support ot Popety, are plainly deſtructive 
of every thing elſe; I have hitherto examined them in 
'themſelves: I cannot but think it very proper to dive fur- 
ther into their Nature; and to- lay open the Conſequences 
hhaturally ariſing from them; By that — they will be 
better underſtoòd and more deteſted. 
And Fim, They are intirely ſabverſive of Chriſtianity 
itfeif. The Poe? of Rome debaſe Human Reaſon to — 
ree, that; were the Doctrine of our Saviour delivered 
in the New 'Peſtament» the moſt proper and effectual 
- Means to a—_—_ and propagate Religious Knowledge, yer, 
it would miſs of its intended Effect, it being impoſlivle for 
the generality of Men to underſtand it tight: Tho! the 
Light ſhines never fo bright, à ſtark-blind Man cannot be 
ected with it: And they cry down ſo much the Holy 
Seriptures, that, were Reaſon more excellent and clear- 
ſighted ſtil}; than Proteſtants think it is, it would receive 
no Benefit from them; e oo 8 cannot ſee in the 
Dan. * *. 1 - "Hz ww 4 They 
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II. They import, that, Man remaining ſuch as he is, his 

| Condition could not be mended by any New Revelation. 
And truly, ſhould God himſelf peak to him, he might 

doubt, whether he enjoys the Privilege of hearing his Ma- 

ker's Voice, ſeeing his Senſes, dong apt to be deceived, 

are not to be truſted : The deeper Intight into Holy Things 

he ſhould be allowed, the more puꝛzled and perplexed his 

ſhallow Reaſon would be: To become capable of ſuch a 

Favour, he muſt of neceſſity be made another Creature; 

which is highly abſard. 

III. How unlike itſelf would a Chriſtian's Picture be, according 
2s it were drawn — Apoſtolical Pencil, or painted with 
Romiſh Colours? With theſe Lineaments Chriſt's Diſciples 

are repreſented in our Sacred Writings ; They are ſtyled 
1Cor.it.15. Spiritual, Wiſe Men, light in the Lord, and are exhorted 
1 Cer. x 15. to walk as Childrew of Light ; They are faid to have an 
Epbe/.v.8. Un&ion from the my ome, to know all things, to be all 
Job. ii. ac ggyghs of God; No leſs than the Miniſters themſelves, they 
John vi.45 are honoured with the glorious Titles of a choſen Genera- 
1 Fer. u. 9. ien, a Royal Prieſthood, an Holy. Nation, a peculiar People ; 
No leſs than theſe, they have a Right te ſbeww forth the Praiſes 

ef God, becauſe no leſs than theſe, they were called by him oat 

of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light : But, what are Chriſtians 
according to the Notions of the Doctors of Rome > Men? 

hardly ſo much, as being debarred of the uſe of Reaſon, 

that noble and diſtinguiſhing Prerogative: but rather, mere 

Shapes, and Appearances of Men; or, it you will, they may 

{s for bare S:ocks, for moving Plants, that are deſtitute 

of a right ſenſitive Faculty, which the Bruces themſelves 

are endowed with: Surely, conſidering the deep and groſs 
lenorance, they are kept in, they are none of thoſe, whom 


Jede rr. riſt addreſſed in theſe Words; Henceſorth I call you no 


Servants, for the Servant knoweth not what his Lord doth ; 
bur I have called you Friends, for all things, that I bade 
heard of my Father, I have made known ante you. In ſhort, 
fince the time | could think for my ſelf, 1 could never re- 


15. 


concile the Notion of a Chriftian with that of a Roman Ca- 


#holick ; A Man, that can be both at once, ſeems to me a 
contradictory Being, made up of jarring Elements; an odd 
Medley of Light and Darkneſs, of Science and Ignorance, 
of Evidence and Uncertaimty; As a Chriſtian, he bas Eyes 

to ſee, and Ears to hear; as a Papiſt, he muſt ſhut cloſe 

1 Dr. the Firit, and ſtop the Laſt; As a Chriſtian, he may, he 
21. ought 20 prove all things, and bold faſt that which is goed i 
5 
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As 2 Papi he muſt be contented to think at Second-hand 
and by Proxy; So that, being conſidered under theſe two 
Joint notions of a Chriſtian and of a Papiſt, he may very 
well be likened unto thoſe Idols mentioned by the Pſal- 
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miſt; like them, he hes 4 Month, but he dares not ſpeak; P/al. err. 
Eyes bath he, but he is wot allow'd 0 ſee. He has Ears, 5,6. 


but he ovght not to truſt them. O! how long ſince are 
God's Elect, his beloved Children, fallen into that degene- 
rate forlorn Condition, and become intire Strangers in their 
Heavenly Father's Houſe? Is it fince the Church of Rome has 
taken upon her the Care of their Souls? No doubt, but 


that's the true, the only Epocha of their Misfortune ; for, Maerz. 
is was not ſo with them from the Beginning. We thank xix. 8. 


God, the Laity is upon a much better footing amongſt us: Ce, iii. 
Word of God dwelling in them richly ; 9 — 6 


Having the 
the Liberty to read it daily at home, to hear it publickly 


explained in their Mother-tongue, they are furniſhed with 2 pz. iii. 
all poſſible Means, to grow in Grace and in the Knowledge 18. 


22 Lord, To be frunful in every good Work; They are Cobg. 
8 far from being abridged by their Miniſters of any of their 10. 


atural or Evangelical Privileges, that, the greater they 
w in God's Eyes,the more do their Miniſters value them- 


ves; and eſteeming them as their Foy and their Crown they Philip. iv.: 
would 7 be the Helpers of their Foy and of their 2 Cor. i. 24. 


Glory. Now, I ask any Man, which of theſe two Pic- 
tures he would chuſe to reſemble, that of the Chriſtian, 
or that of the Papiſt? If he prefers the laſt, I have nothing 
more to ſay to him. * 

From hence any one may ſee, what great Charges he 
muſt be at, that turns Koman Catholick; He mult torteit 
his Senſes, his Reaſon, his Liberty, deliver up the Holy Scrip- 
turot, thoſe Letters Patent of his Heavenly Cirizenſbrp ; 
and be ſatisfied to be drove and dragged about, as a filly 
blind Slave, at his Leader's Pleaſure, and to groan under 
the moſt abſolute Tyranny for Life. 

It appears likewiſe from the Premiſes, that, the Chriſtian 
and the Romiſb Worſhip differ eſſentially from one ano- 


ther; The firſt is @ reaſoxable Service: but ſuch cannot be Rom. Kii. . 


the Second; for, where there is no uſe of Reaſon, there 
can be nothing rationally done; The firſt is Spiritual, Cod 


being a Spirit, will be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth; The Joby iv. 
Second 122 w_ 4 many external Rites, that one 03 24. 


would think, the Being it is paid to, wants to be compli- 
| H ; mented 


IV. 
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mented with a coftly Pomp; and that, Grimace and Pa- 
geantry are the belt means to get into his Favour. _— 
' Whoſbever conſidets the great Carethat is taken by the 
Romaniſt;, to conceal ſrom the People as much, and to 
let him know as little, of the Holy Scriptures, as poſſible, 
finds himſelf ſtrongly induced to ſurmiſe, that they are 
apprehenſive of ſome unavoidable 'Danger, in caſe they 


Jobe iii. were ptomiſeuouſty ſearched by all Chriſtians; that; if they 


he Darkneſs rather than Light, it it becauſe their Deedi 
re evil, And truly, were they afraid, that many of their 
| Nati Tenets would fall into diſcredit, if it were known, 
not only, how little they are countenanced, but how di- 
realy thwarted and ran down by the plaineft Declarations 
of our Sacred Writers; Were they, I fay, prepoſſeſſed 
with fuch a Fear, I could not but think it well grounded, 
115 applaud the Meafures they take, as 1 F. If not the 
Honeſteſt, at leaſt, the Safeſt, that Worldly Prudence can 
ſuggeſt; And no doubt, but this Suſpicion was, and is ſtill, 
feberalh emertainedby Proteſtants : No body indeed wonld 

ave expected, that the Romaniſts themſelves had'improv 
this Conjecture of theirs into 'aCertainty : but, ſuch is the 
Power of Truth, it forces its Paſſage thro? the thickeſt Cons 
finement. In ſhort, the Heads of that Communion plead 
guilty in the cleareſt Terms; ſuch Vouchers cannot well 
excepted apainſt ; Theſe are their Depolitions: Pæbint 
does not ſcruple to ſay, © Had we remembred, that e· 
tic ks are not to be inſtructed vr convinced from the Scriptures, 
our Affairs-would be in a much better Situation; But while, 
being ambitions to make a fbew of our Wit and Learning, 
we bude carried on the. Controverſy with Luther by: . 

Scriptures, We. have, O wnſpeakable Misfortupe ! wasſed the 
preſent ſad Canflagration. Do not theſe Words import 
intelligibly enough, that, the Cauſe of the Church was 
much the worle, for having been tried by the Word of 
God? Is there any poſſible 7 to reconcile them with 
Prophet. IJſaiab, To the Law 

. anud_ to the Teſtimony ; If oy peak "not atcording. to this 
Light im them But, do we want 
an Authority more expteſi and of a greater Weight? let us 
hear the Biſhops met at Bononia, to conſult about the eſta- 


_ bliſhment ot the Roman See; This is the Jaſt Advice they gave 


TT Dt Elie eee libs 1. e by Chemditins, Exewy. 
Con c. Trid. di Sac. Þcrip, Pars 1.p.11. Edit. Franc. ad Marnum. 1599. 
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to Jalius III. as the beſt he could follow, that, + as ligtle 
of tbe Goſpel as might be, eſpecially. in the Halgar Tongue, 
ſhould be tead to the People; For fo long, ſay they, as Men 
were contented with that little which it in the Maſs, all 
things went well with them; but. quite otherwiſe, ſinge more 
wa commonly read; And in truth, ſo they go on, if ene di- 
ligently conſiders that. Boot (the Bible) and compares it with 
what it done in our Church, be will find them very contrary 
to each other, aud our Doctrine, not only to be very different 
from it, but repugnant to it. A full Confeſſion indeed, ſuch 
as the Proteſtants could have deſired! But ſuch, as ſhould 
haye covered the Faces of thoſe Prelates with Confuſion, had 
: they been in any Degree ſuſceptible of Shame. What Cru- 
elty! Wilfully-to poiſon the Souls of. Men, and Keep Se- 
cret from them the only fure Antidote; to feed them with 
Errors, when Truth is at Hand! But perhaps it may be 
faid, that we are too hard with theſe Catholicks ; we ſtfould 
interpret their locking up the Word of Gad, as a Piece of 
great dez at oak townnds the Unleirhed; for, as they 
are fully reſolved to oblige wary by fair ot foul Means, 
by gentle Perſuaſion, or violent Perſecution, to profels the 
moſt monſtrous Fajſhoods; fo far it is a Kindneſs, not to 
ſuffer them to he acquainted with the Holy Scriptures ; As 
long as they are ignorant of them, they cannot break thro? 
the known Will of God, fin againſt the plain Dictates of 
their Conſciences. | n 
Were the Remifo Opinions as certaiuly true, as they are VII. 
notoriouſly falſe; yet, it would ſtill be very wrong, not th | 
nit thoſe, who are toprofels them, to teſort tothe Foun- 
tain-head of the Chriſtian Faith, to aſſure themſelves with 
their own Eyes, that they are truly derived from it; And 
were the Proteſtants miſtaken in oppoling them; yet, it 
muſt be acknowledged, they behave mach more fairly, in as 
much as they are 10 far from sreening their Errors, that 
they put every Body in the Way to diſcover and to confute 
them; Nay, they ſtrenuouſly exhort all Chriſtians whatſo- 
ever, to read carefully the Holy Scriptutes, and to fetch 
from them alone the Articles of their Creed. Such a Con- 
doc cannot bur be a ſtrong Prejudice, with any impartial 
Man, in their behalf; as a quite contrary Behaviour in the 
5 — — is at leaſt as ſtrong an one againſt them. { 
Confequently, the Proteſtant Clergy cannot, with any VIII. 
Shadow of Reaſon, be charged with Prieficraft ; ſeeing 


. "+ Quoted by TF 1 Val. Fol. SUL KNX. * 
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they put it intirely out of their Power, to make uſe of any 
ſecret and indirect Methods to ſupport tfieir Doctrines; 
And any Man, that ſhould caſt ſuch an Aſperſion upon the 
would betray as much Weakneſs as Injuſtice; own himſe 
for one, that can be impoſed upon, even by thoſe, that have 
no ſuch Delign ; whoſe pretended Craft he could eaſilyj de- 
feat, if he was not wilfully ignorant: Moſt true it is, that 
the Clergy of the KRomiſh Church can by no means clear 
themſelves from ſuch an Imputation ; For many Centuries 
they have been labouring to deſerve it; let it therefore ſtick 
to them, and not the ſame Sentence be paſſed upon the ln- 
nocent and upon the Guilty. 

- We have ſeen the Doctors of Rome very eager in abuſing 
the Holy Scriptures, and in cromng door their Authority ; 
ſo that, did they deſerve half the tempt, they have been 


ſtriving to bring upon them, they ſhould, not only be locked 


up, but laid by, as a proper Food for Worms: Will not any 
Man be inclined to inferr from ſuch a Proceeding, that, 
there is no good Underftanding between them and the Sa- 


cred Writers ? For ſurely, theſe are no friendly Manners: 


But it muſt be own'd, that the Firſt have great Occaſion to 
complain; They may ſay; The Apoſtles ſeem to have under- 
taken to overthrow before-hand, either _— or tacitly, 
the Opinions, which we are moſt fond of, as bringing to 
us a vaſt Profit; They make uſe of ſuch ſtiff Exprefſions, 
as can hardly be bent and accommodated to our preſent 
Deſigns; In ſhort, their Writings: have given us more 
Work and Trouble, than we could well bear; Indued 
with the Gift of knowing things to come, they might have 
foreſeen, what Do&rines we would have reliſhed, and ac- 
cordingly, have taught them: But they did quite thereverſe; 
Therefore, it is no wonder, that we account them our 
moſt inveterate Enemies, and uſe them as ſuch; Let them 
impute it to themſelves. But, tho' | grant, theſe Pleas are 


not deſtitute of Foundation, yet, I dare ſay, the Apoſtles 


bore no Malice to the Romiſh Divines; And if they happen 
to crols their Views, it is only by Accident; They faith- 
fully acquainted Men with the Terms, of Salvation, ſuch 
as God had appointed them; it is not their Fault, if the 
are not approved of; Conſequently, our Doctors have le 
Reaſon to quartel with them on that Account, than ſome 
Indians have to call the Sun Names, when he ſcorches 
them; becauſe it is in their Power to agree in Opinion 
with theſe Holy Men, whereas it docs not depend on thoſe 
poor 
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"Barbarians to remove that Celeſtial Body at a greater 


iſtance. . k 

That the Doctors of Rome made bold, moſt ſhamefully 
to corrupt that Book, which all Chriſtians reverence as 
the great Standard of their Faith, is to me the molt unan- 
ſwerable Proof, that their Cauſe is at the loweſt Ebb, ſince 
it wants ſuch Engines to be hoiſted up and kept from fink- 
ing; Had they thought, that their ſubſtantial and favourite 
Doctrines were plainly contained in it, they would have 
been contented to quote the Paſſages, from which they 
might be deduced, and to call to their Aſſiſtance all the 
Helps, that ſound Learning and Judicious Criticks could 


would never have ran into ſuch an exceſs of Madnels, as to 
force them into the Text, when there was no occaſion for 
it; when the plain Truth would have gain'd, and when 
Cheat would have irrecoverably loſt their Cauſe; It is not 
uſual with Men, who have but common Senſe, needleſly 
to lay their honour at Stake; they never expoſe it, but in 
- order to preſerve it. | 
Had there been amongſt them but one Man of ſuch an 
audacious Character, it had been a juſt Matter of Scandal; 
but here we ſee 4 Cloxd of falſe Hitmeſſes, who lived at 
difterent Times, in different Places, joining in the ſame 
Conſpiracy ; fome indeed, carrying the Cheat further than 
others, but all reſolved. to improve the Stock of Knavery, 
which they were poſſeſſed of, for the ſupport of the 
groſſeſt Errors: Had their Falſifications been but few, or 
of ſuch a Nature, as ſome ſpecious Plea might have been 
made for them; Could they be aſcribed to Ignorance, 
Careleſneſs, Inattention, it were ſomething : But ſuch an 
Apology cannot here have place; They proceed manifeſt- 
ly from a full and premeditated Deſign, to impoſe upon 
unlearned and unwary Readers, to cheat them into 
the Rowiſh Faith. In this indeed they betrayed one 
another: Some corrupted one Paſlage, which others ren- 
dered faithfully; or they milinterpreted it different ways; 
and, by that means, they ran one another thro: But Error 


bas no ſure Rule to go by. At lealt, if their Learned Men, 
who could not but into the Fraud, as well as the Pro- 
teſtants themſelves, had expreſſed publickly their Abhor- 
rence for ſuch Abominable Methods, a kind of fſatisfac 
tion had been made to Truth and to the Chriſtian World; 


But certainly it cannot but turn to the indelible and eternal 
Shame 


afford, in order to clear and evince the Matter: but they + 
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Shame of the- whole Catholick Body, that; they did not 
riſe up to a Man, to have ſome of thoſe Verſions, which 
we have expoſed, ignominiouſſy burnt, and their Authors 


branded and arffmadverted on, as moſt ſcandalous Felons; 


XII. 


XIII. 


and Corrupters of the Publick Regler, of Chriſtianity ; 


They wil be looked upon as People, who have little or 
no regard to ſtrict Honeſty, — ben can connive at the 
moſt per fidious Dealings, when may ber ads 
variced e | 
Theſe Falſitiers'of the Holy Scriptures were wont to loo 
upon us as dangerons' Hereticks, tho* they ſtem to have 
thought it impoſſible; to convince us of any formal Oppo- 
firſoh between our Doctrine and the fundamental Truth 
of Cnriſtianity, without adalterating the very Standard of 
Chriſtianity itſelf: But, with their e, no Man hath 
evet better deferved that odious Appellation, than t 
etnſelves have; ſreing the Chief Criterion, by which 
erick may be known, according to St. Pam, fuſts them 
folly, they being moſt evidently condrmord of themſblnes : 
For, could they ſay, they were not thoroughly pertuaded, 
that the Sa Pen-Men had never made tiſe of thoſe 
Words and Expreffions, which they have exhibited as oc> 


6onfcious, that they ſed upon their Readers as deli- 
vered by the Apoſtles, Doctrines, as had never heen 


taught by them, at leaſt in ſuch Words and in ſuch parti- 


Euilar Places; that they ſinned being condemned of tbemſelvet. 
In which they ſhew'd themſelves arrant Hereticks. | 
Could they ſo far prevail with their Conſciences, as 
e to adulterate a Book, which was writ by the 
immediate Aſſiſtance of God himſelf; Could they att 
o deface and deprave it; Will any Confideration hin 
mem from altering and corrupting the Writings of meer 
Men? Conld they reſolve to falſify a Book, that is in every 
Body's — _—_— 1 all * ON Lan- 
res, Which is e l 7 
R and Profeffions, A and . in the 1 
vation of which, all from the higheſt to the loweſt, think 
thermfelyes concerned; What Liberties, for Goodneſs ſake, 
win they not take with ſuch Books, as are writren in dead 
Languages; which very few Men, even among the Learn 
ed, have Time, Opportunity, or Capacity to read ? Bat on 


this Subject we have no need to rack our Brains for Con- 


jectures, 


= 3 


far 
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See Turiey's Prejuges Legitimes contre le Papiſme, Part. II. 
Chap. xii — xx, p. 170-201. 
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Tenocentius proved: The Pope could hard!y he rough to it; but con- 

Xi. tidering, that ſuen an Approbation, when it had ſerved 
the preſent Deſign of his Majeſty, (which was, to bring 
over his Proteſtant Subjects within the Pale of the Church, 
might be eaſily repealed or overlooked, complied at Ia 
with his Requeſt.. Capiſucchi Maſter of the Sacred Pa- 
lace, (who, tome few Years before, had approved the mot 
ſuperſtitious Performance of Father Crafſets the Jeſuit, 

concerning the De1914on du? to the Bleſſed Virgir, beſtowed 
great Praiſes upon this of the Biſhop, tho” it went upon 
quite contrary Principles; So did ſome Cardinals, Biſhops 
and other , conſiderable Prelates: Who would not have of 
taken the Word of ſuch People, of the Pope himſelf? + 
And yet, an honeſt Clergyman, worthy of a better Reli - 
ion, paid very dear, for having acted upon theſe Grounds. 
he Fact is related with its ſeveral Circumſtances by his 
Grace, the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in * be de- 
fence of His Expoſition of the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, and ſtands abridged in tbe Univerſal Library 
of Mr. Le Clerc. Mr. Imbert, Prior in Guienne and D. D. 
in the Year 1683, ſeeing the People draw near to wor- 
ſhip che Croſs on Good. Friday, thought fit to warn them, 
that tbe Catholicks adored Jeſus Chriſt cruciſied in the pre- 
ſeuce of the Croſs, and that, they did not adore any thing of 
bat they ſaw. The Card replied upon the Place aloud, 
Nay, but they adore the Hood, the Hood; Ne added Dr. 
Imbert, They adore Feſus Chriſt, and not the Hood. This 
Picce of Sincerity brought him voder very great Troubles ; 
He was ſummoned before the Archbiſhop of Bonrdeaxx : 
When in order to clear himſelf and ſupport his Behaviour, 

4 he quoted the expreſs Words of the B:ſbop of Means, he 
was told, that many Objedtions had been flarted again ſt his 
Book; Thu indeed, that Prelite did moliifie the Matters, 
but that the Doctrine of the Church was quite the contrary. 
Being ſuſpended of his Eccleſiaſtical Functions, {He trans- 
ferred bis Cauſe by Appeal, as of Abuſe, to the Parliament of 
Guienne; wrote to the Biſbop of Meanx himſelf, to beg of 
Him the favour, that, if the Archbiſhop, who was threaten- \ 
ing Him with perpetual Impriſoument and Chains, ſhould | 
male mſe of his Autbority to oppreſs him, be would be "uy 5 a 
1% inter peſe bis own ſo ts, as to procure him only the Li- 
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berty to defend himſelf. But the Biſhop, tho' formerly his 

Friend, left him in the Lurch. Dr. Inbert publiſhed for his 

Defence 4 Factum of 42 Pages in 4to. What was the End 

- Of this Affair, I never heard. I wiſh all Catholicks would 

conſult the Expoſition of His Grace and its Defence; 

There they will ſee plainly, how little the Honeſty of the 

Biſhop of Meanx, and his Expoſition are to be valued and 

depended upon, | 
From all which it appears, that Popery, tho' a lately 

Building and of a long ſtanding, is founded upon Ignorance, 

that it was reared up and carried on by Cheat, and that it 

is ſupported and maintained by Violence and Perſecution. 

A 8 now I beg leave to Addreſs two ſorts of Perſons; 
nd, | 
I. The Roman Catholicks of this our Nation. I have 

made it evident from unqueſtionable Facts, that it has been 

a conſtant Method with their Teachers, either to miſrepre- 

feat the DoQrines of their Church, or groſly to Falſify the 

Holy Scriptures, in order to ſupport them : It highly there- 

fore concerns them, as they tender their eternal Salvation, 

ſeriouſly to look about them; and to examine, whether 
they have not been impoſed upon, in either of theſe two 
ways. Were they engaged in a Courſe of Buſineſs with 

People, who, (as they had reaſon to think) had counter- 

feited Notes, altered the Arcicles of a Bond, or the Clauſes 

of a Contract; No doubt, but they would look ſharp into 
every one of their Proceedings, and never truſt them, bat 
when they were very ſure of being ſafe. Prudence is no 
leſs requiſite in Religious, than in Civil Affairs: An Eter- 
nal Happineſs very well deferves our molt ſollicitous At- 
tention; Deluſion and Error being much more dangerous 
and of a much greater Importance in this Caſe, than in any 
other What we deſire of our deladed Brethren, is not, 
that they ſhould take our bare Aſſertion concerniag the 
fraudulent Practices of their "Clergy, but that, if vpou due 

Inquicy they find, as I am ſure they will, that hitherto they 

have truſted the Care of their Souls to ſuch Men, whoſe 


Capacity and Honeſty they would not rely upon, in the 


ſmalleſt Concernments, they would make vle of their Eyes, 
and date to have Senſe of their own. Would to God, 
they would once more look thoroughly into the Grounds 


of their Faith; Like the Noble Bereans, ſearch the Serip- Acts xvii. 
tures daily, whether thoſe things, which they were taught, 11. 
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- axe contained in them! And why ſhould they not 82 
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| God, to be as good a Maſter, as the ableſt Director, as 
the belt. of Popes?" Would they betake themſelves to this 
fey wo purſue it for a while, inquire after Truth alone, 


exdy to let in its Divine Rays, from what Quatter'ſoever 
they ſhould ſhine upon them; I make rib doubt; but they 
would in a ſhort time ſee things in à quite differentLight ; 
n might be the Reſult of their earneſt Study, 
y would, at teaſt, feel in theit Breaſt a more ſolid Fa- 
tistaction, en en enjoy at preſent; 
would be able to lay with the Samaritaus, Now we believe 
not 70 becauſe of the ſaying er the Church; for we habe 
heat Chriſt. ſpeaking to us in his Seriptures; We" know 
thar. the. Do&tine"we' probes, "is che very date Which 
he brought into the WOrſ!WIWI¹ .. 
II. 1 turn my felf next to thoſe among our Country- 
en, who being born and bred up Proteſtants,” may 
oſt cärneſtiy applied to and ſollicited to forſake their 
former Faith. For ſome time paſt, the Emiſſaries of Rome, 
chufing to make e E 2 rathet than in 
Sweden (for thoſe g Fathers dare not run into ih 
eat Danger) have flocked and ſwärmed amongſt us, il 
wied under all Kinds of Dreſſes and Profefſions : Here th 
appear With Sheep"s Clothing, there they begin to New th 
favenous. Temper : Some they intice by Promiſes, others 
they buy with ready, Money, 4s making them” a ſort of 
amends for the. Balance of Goodneſs, which lies on the 
fide of. their Native Religion: Thoſe, whom they chiefly 
endeayvur to ſeduce, are People, that ate, eſther very ig- 
norant,” or ſunk with Debts, or loaded with nvnierous 
Families; And, if they * cannot entirely prevail with the 
arents, they offer to maintain their Children, and tempt 
Ide that way, to conſent that they ſhould be drooght'up 
2 Cor. ii. Catholicks: No, He are nit altogether” guofant of their Do- 
11. vices, and we heartily wiſh, it were in our power to baffle 
and defeat them all at once; In the mean while, 1'lf offer 
ſome Conſiderations to prevent their t ing nn 
| Let every *Expliſbman ſeriouſly "reflect, that Popery 
h claſheth with his Genius and Temper,” interfereth with his 
deareſt Intereſts, both Civil and Religious; So that, were 
it, calculated for any 'other Nation, it is not 1 4 
this: Our moſt diſtinguiſhing Prerogative, is to be 4 Rea- 
R Toning, Thinking People: But we muſt reſolve to give that 
up, th 
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moment we turn Komen Catholicks; Kome can- 


ee prefulning” Diſppla, e 'tiok for 
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themſelves, that dare walk with their Eyes pen; A blind 


Sabmiffion to all her Decrees, is what She inſiſts ppqn 
Wove all things ; Could we find. in our Hearts to pay Her 
*ſuch.an'-unbounded Obedience? Thoſe fine Diſcoverigs 
zwe have made in all the Parts of Natural Philoſophy, 
ſhall we Fur r, 2 they are nothing, = * 
tainty; as being grounded on Organs m can decei 
.a Reaſon apt + blunder and miſlead ng 75 
12 e profeſs our ſelves. Chriſtians: Shall we deliver up 
_ our” Holy Books, the only genuine Monuments of our 
Faith? Conſent never to look into them again, but when 
a peeviſu Biſhop or a. deſigning Inquiſitor ſhall give us 
leave? Would not this be in a manner, to renounce Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf, and open a-wide Door, to the Introduction 
of any thing, but ſolid Religion? Were. we debarred from 
the Inſight into the Charters, Patents, Acts of Parliament, 
on vrhich our Conſtitution ſtands; Did aur Civil Goyer- 
nors endeavour to Monopolize the, Knowledge of all the 
_ Statutes ; and pretend, that, their private Explications of the 
Las, ſhould have over us the ſame Influence, as the 
Laws themſelves ; We: ſhould certainly take it tor a hoto- 
;rious Ineroachment upon our Rights, and never tamely 
Auffer our . ſelves to be drove at that rate. Why ſhogld 
ve not expreſs: the ſame” Tenderneſs for our Religious as 
for our Civil Privileges ? Why ſhould. we u allow à Fo- 
teign Tyrant, an Lalian Biſhop, wha knows a, great. deal 
leſs of the Holy Scriptures, than we do our ſelyes, to 
ſhorten or 2 our Creed, as. He ſhall think fit. 
We are a 


tue become the es of Mex ? We with Realon de- 
light in injoying the Fruits of our . Induſtry, every one 
under his Vine, and under his Fig-trer; But, if ever Popery 
takes to our Soil, like Ill weeds, it will grow a-pace, and 
choak all: our . hopes of any tolerable. Haryeſt, and then 


« farewel our Plenty and Treaſures, Let the time paſt make 


us wiſe : More than once, before the Reformation, .the 

Commons complained. to our Kings, of the immenſe 
Sums of Money, that. were. yearly ſent. to Rome, and 
which never returning again to circulate amongſt us, uſt 


have kept r even tbe Mines of the Indies been 
our Properties, In the Year 1532, it was computed in 


Herb. Hiſt, ** VII. p. 155, Edit. of London 1706. 


Parliament, 
- 


l ree Nation, but *Popery.. and Slavery are 1 Cor. vii. 
. twiſted together; e are the Lord's Free-Men, h ag ld 22, 23. 


ur Popery an Enemy to Sete 5 8 80 
3 patliament that, in a few Years time, the Ar nat 
_ - Fruits of Bifopricks, amounted to an_hugdred rs BY 1 
thonſaud Pound Sterling. And I ſhall never forget We 
wen J was at Raue, about ten Veats 480, a G 9944 d N | 
« *welkyerſed*i in Hiſtorical Matter allured me, hat, He 
*rould-make ir as en, 28, 7 two and two make * | 
- that befote PITT, End paid” morè inte the -Bull-/ + 
CE than IMthe Roman 'Catholick Counties ' 1 
er Wel misbt che Popes ſlxyle it, an inexha* 
#; And no doubt, ſhould they ever come near 
Io would do their belt, to make amends for 135 dite 
they have been abſent, and work it lo, 15 to leave nothing 
. behind, but Sand and Stones. 
2 Whether, therefore, we corfider our ſelves as Men, 6" = 
Ezgliſomen, as 'Chriſtians, as Members of a flourilhing*: 1 
Nation; Whether we weigh in themſelyes the namerous + 7 
, Advantages, we enjoy at preſent, and which will ſtand 
oY . nviohybly ſecured to us, as long” as the Crown 8 — 
. n the Proteſtant Line; Or, whether we compare them / * l 
+ 7 N the dreadmi Dangers and various Misfortones; at 
| would threaten, and at laſt,” fall heavy upon our 9 F f | 
under a" Roman Carhol, ck Government, either in I 
or State; Which ever of theſe Topicks we maße — | 
Subject of our moſt ſerious Thoughts,” I am cboroughty 
* convinced, that, upon all Accounts, the Proteftant 
jon will appear the moſt rational, the beſt and ſafeſt; 4 
hereas we thall find, that Popery is a Worldly, Pol Hal 
1 The Spunge of genuine and Primitive, Chri- 


} 
| 


» * _ © Manity, A Scheme wonderfully calculated to apgrandize” 
- +» 7 _ - and. invich the Ciergy, but to /enflaverand” impoverith ide 
7. Lity; and conſeqdentiy, that ir is the fittelt Ovyeet otobe.. 


"uemolt and belt: grounded Averſion. 
"Therefore, £0. conclude, I ſhall Addreſs my ec 
: — xvi, Gounrymenin' the Words of St. Pes. Harch 
faſt in the Faith, and in the Liberty, wherewith PA's . 
Gale v. I. Made us free, and be not ee again with the 
1 Cor. xvi. Bondage; Quit'y ou like Men, be ftrong, ſtedſaſt. een 
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1 13. always Ar in-the Work of the Lord, fraſnmcb as 
* *. 55. e that your Labour ex jt n vain in 114 png,” TA 


„„. Paris, An. 1246. 4 „ 
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